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Foreword: A Word to the Skeptic

If you picked up this document and your first instinct was suspicion, good. That instinct
has been earned. You have watched politicians of both parties promise change and
deliver disappointment. You have watched the rules get rewritten in favor of people
who were already winning. You have watched the country you love get more divided,
more expensive, more chaotic, and more unfamiliar with every passing year. And you
have watched a political establishment that seems more interested in fighting each
other than solving anything tell you, over and over again, that the answer is to trust
them one more time.

Your skepticism is not ignorance. It is experience. And it deserves to be met honestly.
So let me be direct with you about what this document is and what it is not.

It is not a socialist manifesto. Not one proposal in these pages calls for the government
to own your business, confiscate your property, or tell you how to live your life. What
it calls for is something far more traditional: a government that does its job, spends
your money wisely, plays by the same rules it enforces on everyone else, and stops
letting the most powerful interests in the country write the rules in their own favor.

And let me be especially clear about one thing, because it matters and because it has
been deliberately obscured: this document is not an attack on the American Dream. It
is a defense of it.

The American Dream, the belief that any person regardless of where they were born
or who their parents were can build a good life through hard work, ingenuity, and
perseverance, is one of the most powerful ideas in human history. It is worth
protecting. And the greatest threat to it right now is not taxation. It is a system so
thoroughly rigged in favor of those who are already at the top that the ladder of
opportunity is being pulled up behind them.

There is a difference, a profound and important difference, between a person who built
a business, employed people, took risks, and earned their success, and a person who
inherited a financial empire, employs an army of accountants and lobbyists to avoid
paying taxes, and uses that accumulated political power to write the rules in their own
favor. This document has no quarrel with the first person. It has a very serious quarrel
with the second.

The reforms proposed in these pages are not designed to punish success. They are
designed to ensure that success is actually possible, for everyone, not just those who
started with the most. A nurse who works double shifts. A contractor who built a
company from nothing. A teacher who spent thirty years investing in other people's
children. A veteran who came home and started over. These are the people whose
hard work the current system undervalues, overtaxes at their income level, and
systematically excludes from the opportunities it reserves for those already at the top.
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Here is the economic truth that rarely gets stated plainly: a society where more people
have the opportunity to succeed is a society where more people do succeed, and
where the government collects more revenue to fund the investments that make
success possible in the first place. This is not redistribution. It is the basic math of a
functioning economy. The more Americans who are healthy, educated, housed, and
empowered to participate fully in economic life, the more Americans who start
businesses, hire workers, pay taxes, and build the kind of broad-based prosperity that
benefits everyone, including the people at the top.

What this document proposes is not the elimination of wealth. It is the elimination of
the rigged game: the loopholes that let billionaires pay lower tax rates than their
employees, the political influence that lets corporations write the regulations governing
their own industries, the dark money that lets the ultra-wealthy buy policy outcomes
unavailable to everyone else. Level the playing field. Enforce the rules fairly. And then
get out of the way and let Americans do what Americans do.

The millionaire who earned it has nothing to fear from these pages. The billionaire who
rigged it does.

It is not an attack on your values. The values that animate every page of this document,
dignity, fairness, hard work, community, responsibility, and love of country, are not
liberal values or conservative values. They are American values. If you believe that a
person who works hard and plays by the rules deserves a fair shot, that no one should
be above the law regardless of their wealth or power, that the government exists to
serve the people and not the other way around, and that the next generation deserves
to inherit a country worth inheriting: then you already share the foundational
convictions of this document. We may disagree, sometimes sharply, about how to get
there. But we are not as far apart as the people who profit from our division want us to
believe.

It is not naive about government. This document does not pretend that government is
the solution to every problem. It is not. The creativity, resilience, and ingenuity of the
American people, expressed through families, businesses, communities, and
individual lives lived with purpose and integrity, are the true foundation of American
strength. Government's role is not to replace that foundation but to stop undermining
it: to ensure the playing field is fair, that the rules apply to everyone, and that the
investments necessary for a functioning society are made with accountability and
wisdom.

Here is what | want you to consider.

The programs that have done the most to build and protect the American middle class
were not socialist experiments imported from Europe. Social Security was signed by
Franklin Roosevelt because elderly Americans were dying in poverty at catastrophic
rates. The Gl Bill was signed by Harry Truman because the men who fought World
War |l deserved to come home to an opportunity, not a breadline. The Interstate
Highway System was built by Dwight Eisenhower because a modern economy
requires modern infrastructure. Medicare was signed by Lyndon Johnson because no
senior citizen should lose everything they spent a lifetime building because they got
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sick. The Environmental Protection Agency was created by Richard Nixon because
Americans were watching their rivers catch fire and their children breathe poisoned
air.

None of these were socialism. All of them were America deciding that some problems
are too big and too serious to leave entirely to the market, and that a government of,
by, and for the people has an obligation to act on behalf of all of its people, not just the
ones at the top.

Consider what the tax code actually looked like during America’s greatest period of
middle class growth. From the New Deal through the early 1960s, the top marginal
income tax rate was 91 percent on income above a threshold equivalent to roughly
$2.5 million in today’s dollars. That rate held under Truman, under Eisenhower — a
Republican — and into the Kennedy administration. During those same decades,
America built the Interstate Highway System, sent men to the moon, created Medicare,
funded the Gl Bill, and produced the largest and most broadly shared prosperity in the
history of the world. When the top rate was gradually cut — reaching 28 percent under
Reagan — the great American middle class began its long decline. That is not a
coincidence. The question worth asking is: who benefited from that change, and who
has been paying for it ever since?

The proposals in this document stand in that same tradition. They are not about
expanding government for its own sake. They are about fixing specific, documented,
costly failures: a healthcare system that bankrupts families and produces worse
outcomes than every other developed nation, an education system that guarantees
inequality by design, a tax code riddled with loopholes that let billionaires pay lower
rates than their secretaries, a political system so saturated with dark money that
ordinary citizens have effectively lost their voice, and a gun violence epidemic that kills
tens of thousands of Americans every year while we argue about whether we are even
allowed to study it.

These are not partisan problems. They are American problems. And they have
American solutions, if we are willing to set aside the tribal reflex long enough to look
at the evidence honestly.

| want to speak directly to one more thing.

You have been told, repeatedly and loudly, that people who support policies like the
ones in this document want to destroy the America you know and replace it with
something foreign and frightening. That framing is deliberate. It is designed to make
you angry, keep you defensive, and prevent you from asking the question that the
people doing the framing most fear: angry at whom, exactly, and in whose interest?

The corporations that have spent decades shipping your jobs overseas while lobbying
for their own tax breaks have an interest in you being angry at immigrants instead of
at them. The billionaires who have rigged the tax code in their own favor have an
interest in you being angry at teachers' unions instead of at them. The politicians who
have taken dark money from every special interest imaginable have an interest in you
being angry at the other party instead of at them. Division is not an accident. It is a
strategy. And it has worked extraordinarily well for the people at the top while the rest
of us fight over the scraps.



This document is an argument that we deserve better than that. All of us. Including
you.

You do not have to agree with everything in these pages. You will not. Some proposals
will strike you as too far, too fast, or simply wrong. That disagreement is legitimate,
and itis welcome. A document that everyone agreed with entirely would not be serious.
These are hard problems, and reasonable people can and do disagree about the best
solutions.

But | am asking you to read it. Not to be converted. Not to abandon your values or
your identity. But to engage honestly with the evidence, to consider whether the people
who have been telling you that your neighbors are your enemies have actually been
serving your interests, and to ask yourself whether the America you want for your
children looks more like what we have now or more like what is possible.

The work ahead is hard. It always has been. But it has always been worth doing.

That is what this document is about.

— Jared Spence, 2026



Introduction: A Nation Worth Fighting For

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”

These words — written more than two hundred and fifty years ago by a man who
owned slaves, in a nation that denied the vote to women, that had stolen its land from
indigenous peoples, and that would spend the next century tearing itself apart over the
question of whether some human beings could be the legal property of others — are
nonetheless among the most powerful and most consequential words ever committed
to paper. Not because they described the America that existed in 1776. But because
they described the America that could exist. The America that should exist. The
America that millions of people across generations have given their lives, their
freedom, and their deepest energies trying to bring into being.

That America — the America of the ideal rather than the America of the moment — is
what this document is about.

Where We Are

America is at a crossroads. The symptoms are visible everywhere: in the corrosive
dysfunction of a political system held hostage by extremism and dark money, in the
widening chasm between the wealthy few and the struggling many, in the crumbling
infrastructure of a nation that once built the greatest public works in human history, in
the epidemic of preventable deaths from gun violence, addiction, and lack of
healthcare, in the accelerating destruction of the natural world on which all human life
depends, and in the deliberate, systematic assault on the institutions of democracy
itself by those who have calculated that they can only hold power by undermining the
systems that are supposed to constrain it.

These are not partisan observations. They are documented realities that affect
Americans of every political persuasion, every race, every religion, every income level,
and every geography. The farmer in lowa and the teacher in Atlanta and the factory
worker in Ohio and the nurse in Los Angeles are all living in the same country: a
country of extraordinary potential and profound dysfunction, of breathtaking wealth
and inexcusable poverty, of noble ideals and persistent failure to live up to them.

The question before us is not whether America has problems. It does. The question is
whether we have the courage, the clarity, and the collective will to address them
honestly: to look at what is broken without flinching, to propose solutions that are equal
to the scale of the challenges, and to build the political coalition necessary to turn
those solutions into reality.

This document is an attempt to answer that question with a resounding yes.



What This Document Is

This is not a partisan manifesto. It is not an attack on any political party, any religion,
any region, or any group of Americans. It is a policy vision, grounded in evidence,
animated by values, and oriented toward the future, that takes seriously the full
complexity of the challenges facing the United States and proposes comprehensive,
interconnected solutions that reflect the scale of those challenges.

The eleven pillars that follow cover the full spectrum of federal policy: from democratic
reform and economic justice to education, healthcare, national security, environmental
protection, immigration, and gun reform. They are interconnected; the health of our
democracy affects the fairness of our economy, which affects the quality of our
education, which affects the strength of our workforce, which affects the security of
our nation. You cannot fix one pillar without attending to the others. That is why this
document addresses all of them.

Each pillar is grounded in a simple but radical proposition: that the purpose of
government is to serve the people. All of the people. Not the wealthy donors who fund
campaigns. Not the corporations that employ armies of lobbyists. Not the ideological
movements that seek to impose their vision of America on everyone else. The people;
the three hundred and thirty million human beings of every background, belief, and
circumstance who call this country home and whose lives are shaped every day by
the decisions made in their name in Washington.

What This Document Is Not

This document does not pretend that the solutions it proposes will be easy, cheap, or
without controversy. Many of them will require constitutional amendments, landmark
legislation, sustained political will, and the kind of broad public support that only comes
from honest, persistent, and courageous advocacy. Some will face fierce resistance
from the powerful interests that benefit from the status quo. All of them will require
compromise, patience, and the recognition that progress in a democracy is rarely
linear.

This document does not pretend that government is the solution to every problem. It
is not. The creativity, resilience, generosity, and ingenuity of the American people,
expressed through families, communities, businesses, religious institutions, civic
organizations, and individual lives lived with purpose and integrity, are the true
foundation of American greatness. Government’s role is not to replace that foundation
but to create the conditions under which it can flourish: to ensure that the playing field
is fair, that the rules are enforced, that the most vulnerable are protected, and that the
investments necessary to sustain a just and prosperous society are made with wisdom
and accountability.

And this document does not pretend that the America it envisions can be built
overnight. The challenges it addresses have been building for decades, in some cases
for centuries. The solutions will take years, in some cases generations, to fully realize.
That is not a reason for despair; it is a call for sustained commitment. Every generation
of Americans has inherited a nation that was imperfect and has had the opportunity to
make it more perfect. That is not a burden; it is a privilege.



The Values That Animate This Vision

The eleven pillars that follow are grounded in a set of core values that are neither
liberal nor conservative; they are American:

Dignity.

Every human being, regardless of race, gender, religion, sexual orientation, national
origin, economic status, or circumstance of birth, possesses inherent dignity that
demands respect and protection. Policy that degrades human dignity, in any form, for
any person, is incompatible with American values.

Fairness.

The rules must apply equally to everyone. The wealthy and the powerful must be
subject to the same laws and the same accountability as everyone else. The playing
field must be level: not because everyone will end up in the same place, but because
everyone deserves an equal opportunity to go as far as their talent and effort can take
them.

Truth.

Democracy cannot function without a shared commitment to truth: to evidence, to
science, to honest accounting of history, and to the rejection of deliberate
misinformation as a political tool. A nation that cannot agree on basic facts cannot
make the collective decisions that self-governance requires.

Responsibility.

Rights and responsibilities are inseparable. The rights guaranteed by the Constitution
carry with them obligations: to the community, to future generations, and to the
democratic institutions that protect those rights. Freedom is not the absence of
responsibility; it is the exercise of responsibility in the service of a life well lived and a
society worth inhabiting.

Community.

Americans do not thrive in isolation. We are bound together by geography, by history,
by shared institutions, and by the simple fact that what happens to our neighbors, our
communities, and our fellow citizens happens, in some measure, to all of us. The
health of the community is inseparable from the wellbeing of the individual, and the
wellbeing of the individual is inseparable from the health of the community.

Hope.

The American story, at its best, is a story of hope: the stubborn, evidence-based
conviction that tomorrow can be better than today, that injustice can be confronted and
overcome, that human beings are capable of building systems and institutions that
bring out the best rather than the worst of our nature. That hope is not naive; it is hard-
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won, tested by history, and sustained by the example of every generation that has
moved the arc of the moral universe a little closer to justice.

A Word About Courage

The reforms proposed in this document will not be popular with everyone. Some will
be fiercely opposed by powerful interests that have built their wealth and influence on
the systems this document seeks to change. Some will be mischaracterized, distorted,
and attacked by those who prefer the comfort of the status quo to the challenge of
genuine change.

That is expected. That is, in fact, a measure of how necessary these reforms are:
because the things most worth doing are almost always the things that face the most
resistance.

What is required is courage. The courage to say clearly what is broken and why. The
courage to propose solutions that are equal to the scale of the problems rather than
politically safe half-measures. The courage to trust the American people with honest
information and ambitious vision, rather than treating them as obstacles to be
managed or constituencies to be placated.

The American people, at their best, respond to courage. They responded to it in 1776,
when a group of colonists declared independence from the most powerful empire on
Earth. They responded to it in 1863, when a president issued a proclamation that
would cost him his life and transform the nation. They responded to it in 1964, when a
Congress passed a Civil Rights Act over the fierce opposition of those who preferred
the injustice they knew to the justice they feared. They responded to it in every
generation when leaders and citizens alike found the courage to do what was right
rather than what was easy.

They will respond to it again.

An Invitation

This document is not the final word. It is the beginning of a conversation: a
comprehensive, honest, ambitious conversation about the kind of country we want to
be and the work required to get there. It is an invitation to every American, regardless
of party, region, religion, or background, to engage with these ideas, to challenge
them, to improve them, and ultimately to join in the work of building the more perfect
union that the founders promised and that every generation since has had the
responsibility to pursue.

The America worth fighting for is not a memory or a myth. It is a possibility: one that
becomes more real with every act of courage, every honest conversation, every reform
achieved, and every generation that refuses to accept that the way things are is the
way they have to be.

That America is worth fighting for.

Let us begin.
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PILLAR 1: DEMOCRATIC INTEGRITY

Democracy is not self-sustaining. It requires constant vigilance, honest institutions, fair
processes, and a citizenry that demands accountability from its representatives. The
health of American democracy has been in serious and accelerating decline,
threatened by the undue influence of money in politics, the systematic suppression of
voting rights, the deliberate manipulation of electoral maps, the weaponization of
social media for disinformation, and the dangerous concentration of power in the
executive branch. Restoring democratic integrity is not one priority among many; it is
the foundation upon which every other reform in this document depends. Without it,
nothing else is possible.

Separation of Church and State

The First Amendment's Establishment Clause is not a suggestion; it is a constitutional
mandate. Government has no business promoting, endorsing, subsidizing, or
legislating the doctrines of any religious tradition. This principle protects not just non-
believers and religious minorities, but believers themselves, from the corruption that
inevitably follows when religious institutions become entangled with the coercive
power of the state.!

How:

Enforce the Johnson Amendment, which prohibits tax-exempt religious organizations
from endorsing or opposing political candidates, closing the enforcement gap that has
allowed many religious institutions to function as de facto political operations while
retaining their tax-exempt status.®?

Prohibit the use of public funds for religious instruction, including voucher programs
that direct public education funding to religious schools that are not subject to the same
accountability, curriculum, and non-discrimination standards as public schools.?

Establish clear legal guidelines prohibiting government bodies at all levels from
displaying religious symbols, reciting religious texts, or opening official proceedings
with sectarian prayer, consistent with Supreme Court precedent protecting the
separation of church and state.

Protect the right of every American to practice their religion freely, or to practice no
religion at all, without government interference, preference, or penalty. Religious
freedom is a personal right, not a license for theocratic governance.®

Taxing Politically Active Religious Organizations

The tax-exempt status granted to religious organizations under Section 501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code was designed to protect the independence of genuinely
charitable institutions from government interference. It was never intended to
subsidize the accumulation of vast real estate empires, the payment of multi-million
dollar executive salaries, or the explicit direction of political activity from the pulpit. Yet
some of the wealthiest religious organizations in the United States function as
commercial enterprises and political operations while paying no federal taxes, no
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property taxes, and no taxes on investment income. This is not religious freedom. It is
a taxpayer subsidy of political and commercial activity that no other sector of the
economy enjoys.How:

Establish a tiered financial disclosure requirement for all religious organizations with
annual revenues exceeding $500,000, requiring public disclosure of total revenue,
executive compensation, real estate holdings, investment portfolios, and any
expenditures on political or advocacy activities. These disclosures shall be filed with
the IRS and made publicly available, consistent with the transparency requirements
applied to all other tax-exempt organizations.®

Religious organizations that accumulate net assets above a defined threshold,
proposed at $500 million, shall be subject to a modest endowment tax on investment
income equivalent to that applied to large university endowments under the Tax Cuts
and Jobs Act of 2017, recognizing that the justification for tax exemption is charitable
mission, not the mere fact of religious status.

Strengthen enforcement of the Johnson Amendment, which prohibits 501(c)(3)
organizations including religious institutions from endorsing or opposing political
candidates. Establish a dedicated IRS enforcement unit with adequate staffing and
resources to investigate credible complaints of political activity by tax-exempt
organizations, with meaningful penalties for violations including loss of tax-exempt
status for repeat or egregious offenders.=

Gerrymandering & Electoral Maps

Partisan gerrymandering has transformed the fundamental premise of representative
democracy. Rather than voters choosing their representatives, representatives
choose their voters, drawing district maps so precisely engineered that outcomes are
predetermined regardless of how the electorate actually votes.®

How:

Establish independent, nonpartisan redistricting commissions in all fifty states and for
all federal congressional districts, with membership drawn from pools of qualified
citizens who are not current or recent elected officials, political party officers, lobbyists,
or political consultants./

Mandate that all redistricting processes be conducted in public, with full transparency
of the data and criteria used, robust opportunities for public input, and independent
judicial review of final maps against clearly defined fairness criteria including
compactness, contiguity, respect for existing political subdivisions, and partisan
symmetry.l'

Prohibit the use of partisan registration data, voting history by party, and incumbent
home addresses as inputs in the redistricting process, limiting the data used to draw
maps to population counts, demographic data required for Voting Rights Act
compliance, and geographic features.'2



Campaign Finance Reform

The Supreme Court's decision in Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission
opened the floodgates to unlimited corporate and dark money spending in American
elections, fundamentally corrupting the democratic process by allowing the wealthiest
individuals and corporations to exert influence over elections that is orders of
magnitude greater than that of ordinary citizens.

How:

Pursue a constitutional amendment to overturn Citizens United and establish that
constitutional rights belong to human beings, not corporations, and that Congress and
the states may regulate the raising and spending of money in political campaigns
without constitutional limitation.

Pass comprehensive campaign finance legislation establishing public funding for
federal elections, allowing candidates who demonstrate sufficient grassroots support
through small donations to access matching public funds and compete effectively
without dependence on large donors.!

Require immediate, real-time online disclosure of all political contributions and
expenditures above a defined minimum threshold, making all donor information
publicly searchable in a user-friendly federal database.

Voting Rights & Access

The right to vote is the most fundamental right in a democracy, and that right has been
systematically attacked through voter ID laws, voter roll purges, polling place closures,
restricted early voting, and the gutting of the Voting Rights Act by the Supreme Court's
decision in Shelby County v. Holder./'

How:

Pass the John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act, restoring and strengthening
the preclearance requirements of the Voting Rights Act to prevent states and localities
with histories of voting discrimination from implementing changes that disenfranchise
minority voters.®

Establish automatic voter registration for all eligible citizens at age 18, with universal
same-day registration available through Election Day, eliminating the bureaucratic
barriers that prevent millions of eligible Americans from voting.'"

Establish a national minimum of fifteen days of early in-person voting for all federal
elections, mandatory no-excuse absentee voting, and prohibit the closure of polling
places without federal preclearance demonstrating that no discriminatory impact will
result.ro

Establish federal standards for voter ID requirements that ensure no eligible voter is
disenfranchised, requiring that any ID requirement be accompanied by a free, easily
accessible government-issued ID option and robust provisional ballot protections.?!

Make Election Day a federal holiday, ensuring that working Americans are not forced
to choose between their jobs and their right to vote.??



An Affirmative Constitutional Right to Vote

Every amendment to the Constitution that has addressed voting has done so in the
negative: the right to vote shall not be denied or abridged on account of race, sex, age,
or failure to pay a poll tax. The Constitution has never affirmatively guaranteed the
right to vote as a positive right belonging to every American citizen. This negative
formulation has allowed the Supreme Court, in decisions including Shelby County v.
Holder and Brnovich v. DNC, to systematically dismantle the legal infrastructure
protecting voting access while technically staying within the letter of existing
constitutional text. An affirmative right to vote, stated positively and protected by the
full force of federal law, would fundamentally change the constitutional landscape for
voting rights litigation and close the loopholes that have allowed discriminatory voting
laws to survive legal challenge.?

How:

Pursue a constitutional amendment establishing an affirmative right to vote for every
American citizen eighteen years of age or older, stated in positive terms: the right of
citizens of the United States to vote shall be guaranteed by the federal government.
This formulation shifts the constitutional burden from requiring plaintiffs to prove
discrimination to requiring government to affirmatively protect access, fundamentally
changing the legal standard for voting rights challenges.®

Pending constitutional amendment, pass comprehensive federal voting rights
legislation that restores and strengthens the full preclearance requirements of the
Voting Rights Act, explicitly overrides the Brnovich decision's weakening of Section 2,
and establishes clear federal standards for early voting, mail voting, voter ID, and
polling place adequacy that no state may fall below. Establish automatic restoration of
voting rights for individuals upon release from incarceration, recognizing that civic
participation is essential to successful reentry.=’

Election Infrastructure & Administration

Free and fair elections require not just legal protections for voting rights but robust
physical and administrative infrastructure: secure, accessible polling places, reliable
vote counting equipment, trained election workers, adequate funding for election
administration, and clear, consistent standards that voters and election officials can
rely on. The Election Assistance Commission, established in the wake of the 2000
election crisis, has been chronically underfunded and understaffed, leaving states and
localities to manage federal election infrastructure without adequate federal support.
At the same time, the politicization of state-level election administration and the
targeting of election workers for harassment and intimidation have created a staffing
crisis that threatens the operational integrity of American elections.!

How:

Fully fund the Election Assistance Commission and expand its authority to establish
binding minimum federal standards for election administration, including paper ballot
requirements for all federal elections, mandatory post-election audits using statistically
sound risk-limiting audit methodologies, and standardized training and certification
requirements for election officials and poll workers. 27!



Establish federal protections for election workers against harassment, intimidation,
and threats, including enhanced federal criminal penalties for interference with the
performance of election duties and a federal civil right of action for election workers
who are targeted. Invest in election worker recruitment, training, compensation, and
retention to address the documented staffing crisis created by the hostile political
environment surrounding election administration.®®

Ranked Choice Voting

The current plurality voting system, in which the candidate with the most votes wins
regardless of whether they represent the genuine preference of the majority,
systematically produces outcomes that most voters oppose and creates the spoiler
effect that discourages third-party and independent candidacies.®!

How:

Mandate ranked choice voting for all federal primary and general elections, allowing
voters to rank candidates in order of preference and ensuring that winners have the
genuine support of a majority of voters rather than merely the largest plurality in a
crowded field.r0

Provide federal funding and technical support for states and localities implementing
ranked choice voting, ensuring that the transition is smooth, well-administered, and
accompanied by robust voter education programs.&'

Lobbying Reform & Special Interest Accountability

Lobbying is constitutionally protected and serves a legitimate function: individuals and
organizations have the right to petition their government. The problem is not lobbying
itself but the vast asymmetry between the resources available to corporate and special
interests and the resources available to ordinary citizens attempting to make their
voices heard. When a single industry can deploy hundreds of lobbyists and spend
hundreds of millions of dollars to influence legislation, the formal equality of democratic
participation becomes a fiction. The result is a system in which legislation is routinely
written by the industries it is supposed to regulate and the public interest is a
secondary consideration at best.:2

How:

Establish a comprehensive lobbying reform framework that dramatically expands the
definition of lobbying activity subject to registration and disclosure, requiring
registration for all individuals who receive compensation for attempting to influence
federal policy regardless of the percentage of time spent on lobbying activities. Current
thresholds allow significant lobbying activity to go unregistered and undisclosed.®

Establish a publicly funded counter-lobbying office within Congress that provides
legislators and their staff with independent policy analysis, economic modeling, and
technical expertise on legislation that is the subject of intensive industry lobbying,
ensuring that Congress has access to information and analysis that does not originate
with the industries seeking favorable legislative outcomes. Strengthen the
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Congressional Budget Office, the Congressional Research Service, and the
Government Accountability Office as the institutional infrastructure of legislative
independence.

Congressional Reform

Congress has systematically abdicated its constitutional responsibilities: delegating
legislative authority to the executive branch, failing to exercise meaningful oversight
of executive power, allowing itself to be corrupted by the revolving door between
government service and lobbying, and permitting a broken appropriations process to
result in government shutdowns that cost taxpayers billions and damage public trust
in democratic institutions. =

How:

Establish strict post-government employment restrictions prohibiting members of
Congress and senior congressional staff from engaging in paid lobbying of their former
chambers or committees for a minimum of five years after leaving office.

Reform the congressional appropriations process to prevent government shutdowns.
In the event that Congress fails to pass a federal budget by the statutory deadline, an
automatic continuing resolution at the previous year's funding levels shall immediately
take effect. Members of Congress shall forfeit their salaries during any shutdown
period and shall be required to remain in session until a funding agreement is
reached.r?”

Explicitly exempt the Department of Defense, all active duty military personnel, and
critical national security agencies from government shutdowns. A dedicated surplus
reserve fund shall be established and maintained at a level sufficient to fund DoD
operations for a minimum of 90 days, ensuring that national defense is never
compromised by political dysfunction.

Establish an independent ethics enforcement office for Congress, replacing the current
system in which members police themselves, with the authority to investigate
complaints, compel testimony, and impose binding sanctions for violations of ethics
rules.r

Prohibit members of Congress and their immediate families from trading individual
stocks while in office. Require that all investments above a defined threshold be held
in blind trusts or broad index funds, eliminating the conflicts of interest created by
legislators who vote on matters affecting their own portfolios.“

House of Representatives Reform

The United States House of Representatives has been capped at 435 members since
the Permanent Apportionment Act of 1929, despite the national population nearly
tripling since that time. The result is that each member of Congress now represents
an average of more than 760,000 constituents, making genuine representation
increasingly impossible. By comparison, most peer democracies maintain far lower
constituent-to-representative ratios. A House frozen at 435 members in a nation of
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330 million people is a House that cannot adequately represent the diversity,
complexity, or geographic breadth of the American electorate. !

How:

Pass legislation expanding the size of the House of Representatives using the
Wyoming Rule, under which the size of the House is determined by dividing the
national population by the population of the smallest entitled unit, currently Wyoming,
producing a more proportional and representative body. Independent modeling
suggests this would expand the House to approximately 550 members under current
population figures, improving geographic and demographic representation without
requiring a constitutional amendment.“

Mandate ranked choice voting for all House of Representatives primary and general
elections, consistent with the broader RCV proposal in this document, ensuring that
representatives are elected with genuine majority support rather than narrow plurality
wins in crowded primary fields.“

Establish term limits for members of the House of Representatives of twelve years (six
two-year terms), with a corresponding prohibition on lobbying former colleagues for a
period of five years following departure from office. Term limits alone are insufficient
without corresponding reforms to the revolving door and to campaign finance, but
combined with those reforms they represent a meaningful check on the entrenchment
of political power.4

Senate Representation

The current Senate structure does not accurately reflect the political will of the
American people. Many states are effectively represented by two senators of the same
party, silencing a significant portion of their population in the upper chamber of
Congress. True representative democracy requires that every state's full political voice
be heard in the Senate regardless of that state's dominant political lean.®

How:

Pursue a constitutional amendment restructuring Senate representation so that each
state is represented by one Republican senator and one Democrat or Independent
senator, ensuring balanced representation regardless of a state's political lean. In the
event of a 50/50 Senate tie, the matter shall be resolved by a non-partisan
independent arbiter selected through a transparent, merit-based process from a panel
of retired senior jurists and former officials, serving a single fixed term with no partisan
political activity permitted during tenure.®

Supreme Court & Federal Judiciary Reform

The federal judiciary, and the Supreme Court in particular, has become increasingly
politicized, with appointment processes that reward ideological loyalty over legal
excellence and a lifetime tenure system that has allowed the Court to become an
unaccountable counter-majoritarian institution whose composition is determined by
the accident of which president is in office when a seat becomes vacant.“”
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How:

Establish eighteen-year term limits for Supreme Court justices, with justices serving
staggered terms that allow each presidential term to include two Supreme Court
appointments, reducing the political stakes of any single vacancy while maintaining
judicial independence.®!

Expand the Supreme Court from nine to eleven justices: five appointed by Democratic
presidents, five appointed by Republican presidents, and one designated Tiebreaker
Justice selected by a nonpartisan panel of retired senior federal circuit court judges
through a merit-based process with no partisan political activity permitted during their
tenure. The Tiebreaker Justice shall serve the same eighteen-year term as associate
justices under this reformed structure. This composition ensures that the Court reflects
the political diversity of the nation, eliminates the destabilizing effect of single-vacancy
political battles, and provides a principled mechanism for resolving genuinely
contested constitutional questions without a predetermined partisan outcome. !

Establish a binding recusal standard for Supreme Court justices, requiring mandatory
recusal in any case where a justice has a documented financial, personal, or prior
professional relationship with a party before the Court, and establishing an
independent recusal review panel with authority to enforce recusal decisions. The
current system, in which individual justices self-determine their own recusal
obligations, is inconsistent with basic principles of judicial impartiality.

Reform the lower federal judiciary to address the concentration of cases in specific
district courts that have become venues for nationwide injunctions by litigants who
choose their court based on the ideology of its judges. Establish a random assignment
requirement for cases seeking nationwide injunctive relief, preventing forum shopping
that allows a single district court judge to unilaterally block federal policy for the entire
country. Address the Senate practice of leaving federal judicial vacancies unfilled for
political reasons by establishing statutory timelines for Senate action on judicial
nominations.®"

Establish a binding Supreme Court Code of Ethics with an independent enforcement
mechanism, closing the gap in judicial ethics oversight that has allowed Supreme
Court justices to accept undisclosed gifts, travel, and financial benefits from parties
with interests before the Court.52

Establish clear statutory limits on presidential immunity from criminal prosecution,
consistent with the principle that no person is above the law, addressing the dangerous
precedent created by recent Supreme Court decisions expanding presidential
immunity.

Social Security Administration Independence

The Social Security Administration is not a policy agency in the conventional sense.
Its primary function is to administer earned benefits that more than 70 million
Americans depend on for their basic economic security. The SSA's commissioner
serves a six-year term specifically to insulate the agency from political pressure. The
politically motivated removal of an SSA commissioner outside the established process
is not merely a personnel dispute; it is an attack on the independence of an institution
that processes disability claims, retirement applications, and survivor benefits for the
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most vulnerable Americans. When the SSA is politicized, real people lose benefits
they have earned and paid for throughout their working lives.®

How:

Codify in statute that the Commissioner of Social Security may only be removed for
cause, defined as documented neglect of duty, malfeasance, or conduct unbecoming
the office, with a mandatory congressional notification and review period before
removal takes effect. Establish an independent SSA oversight board with authority to
review and report on any politically motivated interference in the SSA's benefit
administration, staffing, or operational decisions.®

Prohibit any reduction in SSA staffing, office closures, or degradation of claims
processing capacity above a defined threshold without congressional approval and a
public impact assessment demonstrating that benefit delivery to current and future
recipients will not be materially impaired. The SSA's capacity to process claims
accurately and timely is not an administrative detail; it is the mechanism through which
a fundamental social contract is honored.

The Electoral College

The Electoral College was designed for a world that no longer exists. In the modern
era, it has produced outcomes in which the winner of the popular vote lost the
presidency, fundamentally undermining the democratic principle of majority rule.®”

How:

Pursue a constitutional amendment establishing the direct popular election of the
president, ensuring that every American's vote carries equal weight regardless of the
state in which they live.®®

In the interim, encourage all states to join the National Popular Vote Interstate
Compact, which would guarantee the presidency to the winner of the national popular
vote once states representing a majority of electoral votes have adopted it.=

United States Postal Service as Democratic Infrastructure

The United States Postal Service is older than the nation itself. It is enshrined in the
Constitution, universally accessible, and relied upon by tens of millions of Americans
for prescription medications, small business commerce, Social Security checks,
absentee ballots, and connection to communities that private carriers will not serve at
any price. The deliberate operational degradation of the USPS in the months before
the 2020 election, including the removal of mail sorting machines and the slowing of
mail delivery during a period of unprecedented mail-in voting, demonstrated that postal
infrastructure can be weaponized against democratic participation. That vulnerability
must be permanently closed.®

How:

Establish the USPS as protected critical democratic infrastructure through legislation
that prohibits operational changes, equipment removals, or service standard
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reductions above a defined threshold without congressional approval and a minimum
90-day public notice and comment period. The Postmaster General shall be prohibited
from implementing changes designed to reduce mail delivery speed or capacity during
the 120 days preceding any federal election.®"

Resolve the USPS's chronic financial crisis through legislation that eliminates the
uniquely burdensome pre-funding requirement for retiree health benefits that no other
government agency or private company faces, and that was the primary cause of the
USPS's reported financial losses for over a decade. Invest in the modernization of the
USPS vehicle fleet, processing infrastructure, and technology to ensure that it can
compete effectively and serve every American community regardless of geography or
income.

Anti-Authoritarianism Protections

The January 6th attack on the United States Capitol, the systematic effort to overturn
the results of the 2020 presidential election, and the Supreme Court's expansion of
presidential immunity have exposed dangerous vulnerabilities in the democratic
guardrails that Americans have long assumed would protect their system of self-
governance.

How:

Codify the norms of democratic governance that have historically been maintained by
tradition rather than statute, including the peaceful transfer of power, the
independence of law enforcement and prosecutorial decisions from political direction,
and the prohibition on using federal agencies as instruments of political persecution.

Strengthen the Insurrection Act and related statutes to prevent the misuse of military
force against lawful civilian protest or political opposition, and establish clear
congressional oversight requirements for any deployment of federal law enforcement
in response to civil unrest. !

Presidential Accountability & Term Limits

The presidency is the most powerful office in the American government. That power
demands clear accountability mechanisms before, during, and after service. No
person, regardless of the office they hold or have held, is above the law. The norm of
presidential immunity from criminal accountability has been stretched and exploited in
ways that the framers never intended and that the American people cannot afford to
tolerate. !

How:

Reaffirm and codify in federal statute that no sitting or former president is immune from
criminal investigation or prosecution for acts committed outside their official duties,
closing the ambiguity created by recent judicial interpretations.©”

Require comprehensive financial disclosure from all presidential candidates and sitting
presidents, including full tax return disclosure, blind trust requirements for all business
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interests, and regular independent audits of compliance with emoluments clause
obligations.

Protecting Federal Law Enforcement from Political Weaponization

The Department of Justice, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and the Internal
Revenue Service exist to enforce the law impartially on behalf of all Americans. When
these institutions are directed to investigate, prosecute, or audit political enemies and
shield political allies, they cease to be instruments of justice and become instruments
of political control. This is not a hypothetical threat. The documented use of federal
law enforcement resources for political purposes, including the targeting of perceived
political opponents for investigation and the application of prosecutorial discretion
based on political affiliation, is among the most serious institutional corruptions a
democracy can experience. It is also among the hardest to reverse once established
as a norm.

How:

Establish a statutory Prosecutorial Independence Protection Act that prohibits the
president and White House staff from directing, influencing, or communicating with the
Department of Justice regarding specific investigations or prosecutions of named
individuals, with criminal penalties for violations. All contacts between the White House
and DOJ regarding specific cases shall be documented, reported to the inspector
general, and disclosed to Congress within a defined period.

Establish equivalent protections for the IRS, prohibiting any executive branch official
from directing IRS audit selection, enforcement priorities, or collection activities with
respect to named individuals or organizations for political purposes. Require that any
communication between the White House and the IRS regarding named taxpayers be
immediately reported to the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration and
disclosed to the Senate Finance Committee./""

Federal Civil Service & Merit System Protections

The professional, nonpartisan federal civil service is one of the most important and
most underappreciated institutions of American democracy. The Pendleton Civil
Service Reform Act of 1883 established the principle that federal employment should
be based on merit rather than political patronage, replacing the spoils system that had
corrupted federal governance for decades. That principle is now under direct assault.
The reclassification of tens of thousands of career civil servants as at-will political
appointees, through mechanisms like Schedule F, represents the most significant
attack on the merit-based civil service since the spoils system it replaced. A politicized
civil service is not a more efficient civil service. It is a more corruptible one."

How:

Permanently prohibit Schedule F and any equivalent reclassification mechanism that
converts career civil servants into at-will political employees, through legislation that
codifies merit-based employment protections for all career federal positions and
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explicitly requires congressional approval for any future reclassification of civil service
positions as political appointments above current levels.

Strengthen the Merit Systems Protection Board with enhanced authority, adequate
staffing, and clear statutory timelines for adjudicating appeals from federal employees
who believe they have been dismissed, demoted, or penalized for political rather than
performance-based reasons. Ensure that whistleblower protections for federal
employees who report waste, fraud, abuse, or illegal activity are robust, consistently
enforced, and extend to retaliation by political appointees.’

Establish clear statutory limits on the use of reductions in force, agency
reorganizations, and deferred resignation programs as tools for mass dismissal of
career employees for political purposes. Any reduction in force above a defined
threshold shall require a workforce impact assessment reviewed by the Government
Accountability Office and a 90-day congressional notification period before
implementation.

Establish a Federal Workforce Independence Commission tasked with conducting a
comprehensive audit of all politically motivated dismissals, forced resignations, and
reclassifications of career federal employees that occurred outside established civil
service procedures, with authority to recommend reinstatement, back pay, and other
remedies for employees whose merit-based employment protections were violated.s!

Checking the Concentration of Executive Power

The Founders designed a government of separated powers precisely because they
understood, from hard experience, that the concentration of power in a single person
or faction was the most reliable path to tyranny. The constitutional system of checks
and balances is not a technicality or an obstacle to effective governance; it is the
mechanism by which the rights of the people are protected against the ambitions of
the powerful. That system is now under sustained and explicit assault. The assertion
that the president has unreviewable authority over the entire executive branch, that
appropriations passed by Congress can be impounded at presidential discretion, that
independent agencies can be dismantled without legislative authorization, and that the
president is immune from criminal accountability for official acts, collectively
represents the most serious challenge to the constitutional order since the Civil War.r"

How:

Pass a comprehensive Presidential Accountability and Separation of Powers
Restoration Act that codifies the limits on presidential impoundment of congressionally
appropriated funds, establishes clear statutory requirements that the president
faithfully execute all laws passed by Congress, and affirms the authority of
independent agencies to operate free from presidential direction on their regulatory
and enforcement functions. Establish expedited judicial review procedures for
separation of powers disputes to prevent administrative delay from becoming a tool of
constitutional avoidance."®

Pass legislation that explicitly and unambiguously overrides the presidential immunity
framework established in Trump v. United States, establishing that no person,
including the president, is immune from criminal prosecution for acts that violate
federal law, regardless of whether those acts were taken in an official capacity. The
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principle that no one is above the law is not merely a political slogan; it is the
foundational premise of a government of laws rather than of men.r

Strengthen the protection of inspectors general as independent watchdogs by
requiring that any removal of a presidentially appointed inspector general be preceded
by thirty days written notice to Congress with specific cause stated, and that cause be
limited to documented performance failures or ethical violations. The mass dismissal
of inspectors general without cause or notice eliminates the primary internal
accountability mechanism of the executive branch and must be made permanently
illegal.eo

Emergency Powers Reform

The executive branch's emergency powers, while necessary in genuine crises, have
been repeatedly expanded, abused, and used to circumvent congressional authority
in ways that undermine the separation of powers and democratic governance.
Emergency powers must have clear limits, meaningful oversight, and automatic
expiration mechanisms that prevent their indefinite extension.®

How:

Pass legislation establishing clear statutory limits on presidential emergency powers,
specifying the circumstances under which they may be invoked, the actions they
authorize, and the duration for which they remain in effect without congressional
reauthorization. Require automatic expiration of all declared national emergencies
after 30 days unless affirmatively reauthorized by Congress.®

Strengthen the War Powers Resolution to ensure that the president cannot commit
American forces to sustained combat operations without meaningful and timely
congressional authorization, closing the loopholes that have allowed successive
administrations to conduct military operations without formal declarations of war .

Office of Public Integrity: Draining the Swamp for Real

The promise to drain the swamp has been made by politicians of both parties for
decades. It has never been kept, because the people most responsible for draining it
are the same people who benefit most from its existence. What is needed is not
another promise but a permanent, independent institution with the authority,
resources, and genuine insulation from political pressure necessary to investigate and
hold accountable any public official, regardless of party, who abuses the public trust.
The existing ethics enforcement infrastructure, spread across the Office of
Congressional Ethics, agency inspectors general, and the Department of Justice, is
fragmented, underpowered, and subject to political interference that too often allows
the powerful to escape accountability.®

How:

Establish an Office of Public Integrity as a permanent, fully independent federal entity
outside all three branches of government, funded through a dedicated appropriation
protected from ordinary budget politics. The Office shall have jurisdiction to investigate

18



credible allegations of corruption, bribery, abuse of office, and conflicts of interest
involving all federal elected officials, appointees, contractors, and lobbyists, regardless
of party affiliation.®

The Office of Public Integrity shall be led by a board of seven directors appointed
through a nonpartisan merit selection process by a panel composed of retired federal
judges, former inspectors general, and senior bar association ethics officials. Directors
shall serve single fixed ten-year terms with no possibility of reappointment, no
concurrent government employment, and no private sector employment in lobbying or
government relations for five years following their terms. !

The Office shall have subpoena power, the authority to refer cases for criminal
prosecution to an independent special prosecutor with guaranteed tenure, and the
ability to impose civil penalties and recommend removal from office. All findings shall
be made publicly available. Whistleblowers who provide information to the Office in
good faith shall receive the full protections of federal whistleblower law.#

No sitting president, member of Congress, or senior executive branch official shall
have the authority to dismiss, defund, or interfere with the operations of the Office of
Public Integrity. Any attempt to do so shall itself constitute a federal offense subject to
the Office's jurisdiction. The Office shall report quarterly to Congress and to the public,
with findings that are binding unless overturned by a federal court of competent
jurisdiction.

Foreign Interference & Dark Money

The policy framework for countering foreign interference in American elections and
closing dark money loopholes is addressed comprehensively in Pillar 5: Truth &
Transparency, under the sections Foreign Interference in American Elections &
Democratic Processes and Dark Money & Political Finance Transparency. Those
sections establish binding platform requirements, mandatory disclosure of foreign
contacts by federal candidates, a standing Foreign Election Interference Task Force,
comprehensive dark money disclosure legislation, and the closure of the 501(c)(4)
loopholes that allow undisclosed funds to flow into American politics. Democratic
integrity and informational integrity are inseparable, and the full treatment of these
issues is placed in Pillar 5 because the threat to democracy from foreign interference
is fundamentally a truth-and-transparency challenge.
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PILLAR 2: ECONOMIC JUSTICE

The American economy produces extraordinary wealth. The problem is not scarcity; it
is distribution. For decades, the gains of economic growth have flowed overwhelmingly
to the top, while working and middle class Americans have seen their wages stagnate,
their costs rise, their debt accumulate, and their economic security erode. This is not
the inevitable result of market forces; it is the predictable outcome of deliberate policy
choices: tax structures that reward wealth over work, labor laws that have been
systematically weakened, trade policies that prioritized corporate profit over American
workers, and a financial system that extracts value from the economy rather than
creating it. Economic justice does not mean equality of outcome; it means fairness of
opportunity, dignity in work, and a floor of basic security below which no American
should fall.

Tax Reform & Closing Loopholes

The current federal tax system is a monument to the political power of wealth. While
working Americans pay income tax on every dollar they earn, the ultra-wealthy pay
preferential rates on investment income, exploit carried interest loopholes, defer taxes
indefinitely on unrealized capital gains, and pass vast fortunes to their heirs with
minimal taxation.®

How:

Close the carried interest loophole, requiring that income earned by investment fund
managers be taxed as ordinary income rather than as capital gains, eliminating the
preferential tax treatment that allows some of the wealthiest Americans to pay lower
effective tax rates than their administrative assistants.®

Establish a federal wealth tax on net worth above $50 million, with a higher rate on net
worth above $1 billion, generating revenue for public investment while addressing the
extreme concentration of wealth that distorts democracy and undermines economic
mobility. 0!

Restore the top marginal income tax rate to historically proven levels, establishing a
genuinely progressive rate structure that ensures the highest earners contribute
proportionally to the public investments that made their wealth possible.©

Establish a mark-to-market taxation system for unrealized capital gains held by
individuals above a defined wealth threshold, preventing the indefinite deferral of
taxation on investment gains that allows the ultra-wealthy to accumulate and pass on
vast fortunes while paying minimal taxes during their lifetimes.©2

Reform the estate tax to ensure that dynastic wealth accumulation is limited,
establishing a progressive rate structure on large inheritances and closing the
stepped-up basis loophole that currently allows the wealthy to pass appreciated assets
to heirs without ever paying capital gains tax.*

Conduct a comprehensive audit of the federal tax code to identify and eliminate all
loopholes that allow corporations and wealthy individuals to shelter income and avoid
taxation, including offshore tax havens, shell company structures, and other
mechanisms designed to obscure taxable income.®
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Retirement Income Security & Tax Relief

Millions of Americans who spent their working lives contributing to Social Security,
pension funds, and retirement accounts now find that a portion of that income is
subject to federal taxation in retirement. The taxation of Social Security benefits was
introduced in 1983 as a budget measure during a period of fiscal crisis, not as a
principled policy position. Franklin Roosevelt’s original vision for Social Security was
that it would be a guaranteed floor of retirement security, free from the anxiety of
taxation. For lower and middle income retirees living on fixed incomes, the tax on
Social Security benefits represents a genuine financial burden that undercuts the
program’s core purpose.

How:

Exempt Social Security retirement benefits from federal income taxation for individuals
with total annual income below $75,000 and couples with total annual income below
$150,000, restoring the original intent of Social Security as a guaranteed, tax-free floor
of retirement security for working and middle class Americans. For individuals above
these thresholds, the current taxation structure shall remain in effect.®

Exempt military retirement pay from federal income taxation for all retired service
members, recognizing that those who sacrificed years of their lives in service to the
nation deserve the full benefit of the retirement compensation they were promised.
Many states already exempt military retirement pay from state income taxes; federal
parity is overdue. "

Expand and strengthen the Saver’s Credit, which provides a tax credit to lower and
middle income workers who contribute to retirement accounts, increasing the credit
rate and raising the income eligibility threshold to encourage retirement savings
among the Americans who can least afford not to save.®

Labor Rights & Worker Protections

The strength of America's economy has always been its workers. Yet decades of anti-
union legislation, stagnant minimum wages, and the rise of the gig economy have
eroded worker power and left millions of Americans without adequate wages, benefits,
or protections. The systematic dismantling of worker bargaining power is not an
accident; it is a policy choice, and it can be reversed.®

How:

Raise the federal minimum wage to a livable wage, indexed to inflation and the cost
of living, so that it automatically adjusts over time without requiring repeated legislative
action. No person working full time in America should live in poverty./o

Strengthen and protect the right of workers to organize and collectively bargain.
Repeal legislation that undermines union formation and penalize employers who
engage in illegal union-busting activities. Unions are a proven mechanism for raising
wages and improving working conditions across entire industries."

Pass federal legislation establishing clear standards for gig economy worker
classification, ensuring that companies cannot exploit contractor status to avoid their
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obligations to workers. Workers in the gig economy deserve fair pay, safe working
conditions, and access to benefits.(2

Establish a federal minimum of six months and a federal target of twelve months of
fully paid parental leave for the primary caregiver following the birth, adoption, or foster
placement of a child, with full job protection and continuation of benefits. Establish a
federal minimum of three months and a federal target of six months of fully paid
parental leave for secondary caregivers. Employers are free to exceed these federal
floors, and are encouraged and incentivized to do so. The developmental science is
clear: research consistently identifies twelve months as the minimum duration for a
primary caregiver to support secure infant attachment and optimal early brain
development, and this document treats twelve months as the policy goal even where
the federal mandate begins at six.["%?

Establish a federal minimum of four weeks of paid vacation annually for all full-time
workers, and ten days of paid sick leave annually for all workers, separate from
vacation time. No American should be forced to choose between their health and their
economic security. o

Establish the right to disconnect from work outside of designated working hours,
prohibiting employers from requiring employees to respond to work communications
outside their scheduled hours without additional compensation. o

Strengthen enforcement of existing workplace safety, anti-discrimination, and wage
theft laws. Increase funding for the Department of Labor and OSHA to ensure robust
oversight and meaningful penalties for violations.¢!

Corporate Accountability

American corporations benefit enormously from American infrastructure, education
systems, and consumer markets. In return, they have an obligation to invest in the
country and the people that make their success possible. Corporations that exploit tax
loopholes, offshore jobs, and undermine American workers while reaping record
profits represent a betrayal of that social contract./"o7

How:

Corporations that offshore jobs or manufacturing shall face meaningful financial
penalties, including the elimination of all federal tax benefits and exclusion from federal
contracts. Establish robust incentive programs for corporations that manufacture
domestically and hire American workers, with federal procurement policies that
prioritize American-made goods and services.!'

Strengthen and modernize antitrust laws to address the concentration of corporate
power in the modern economy. Break up monopolies and oligopolies that stifle
competition, suppress wages, and harm consumers, including big tech,
pharmaceutical, agricultural, and media conglomerates."

Publicly traded corporations shall be required to disclose the ratio of CEO
compensation to median worker compensation. Corporations with excessive ratios
shall face graduated tax penalties, incentivizing more equitable distribution of
profits.o]
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Establish a modern Glass-Steagall framework separating commercial and investment
banking to protect ordinary Americans' deposits from speculative risk, and strengthen
the Securities and Exchange Commission's enforcement capabilities and
independence.!""

Bankruptcy Reform & Financial Fresh Start

The 2005 Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act made it
dramatically harder for ordinary Americans to discharge debt through bankruptcy while
leaving most corporate bankruptcy protections intact. The result is a system in which
corporations can use Chapter 11 to shed obligations to workers, pensioners, and
communities, while individuals facing medical catastrophe or student loan debt have
no comparable relief available. Medical debt is the leading cause of personal
bankruptcy in the United States. Student loan debt cannot be discharged in bankruptcy
under virtually any circumstances. These are not accidents of policy design; they are
the predictable results of legislation written by the financial services industry.'?

How:

Restore meaningful access to bankruptcy relief for individuals facing catastrophic
medical debt, allowing medical debt above a defined threshold to be fully
dischargeable in Chapter 7 bankruptcy regardless of means test outcomes. Establish
a dedicated medical bankruptcy track that provides expedited relief for individuals
whose insolvency is primarily attributable to healthcare costs.("?

Restore the ability to discharge federal and private student loan debt through
bankruptcy for borrowers who have made good-faith repayment efforts for a defined
period and who can demonstrate that continued repayment would impose an undue
hardship, applying a clear statutory standard rather than the nearly impossible Brunner
test that courts currently apply. No other category of consumer debt is as categorically
exempt from bankruptcy relief as student loan debt.(“

Private Equity, Asset Stripping & Essential Services

Private equity firms have in recent decades acquired ownership of hospitals, nursing
homes, emergency medical services, newspapers, veterinary practices, child care
centers, and other services that communities depend on and that cannot simply be
replaced when they fail. The private equity business model, which involves acquiring
businesses using borrowed money, loading the acquired company with debt to repay
that borrowing, extracting fees and dividends, and selling or closing the business
within a defined investment horizon, is fundamentally incompatible with the long-term
stewardship of essential services. When a private equity firm acquires a hospital, the
hospital's patients become the collateral for a financial transaction they never
consented to and cannot exit.[""?!

How:

Establish mandatory disclosure requirements for private equity acquisitions of
essential services including hospitals, nursing homes, emergency medical services,
and childcare facilities, requiring that acquirers disclose the terms of any debt loaded
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onto the acquired entity, the fee arrangements between the acquired entity and the
acquiring firm, and the projected financial impact on services and employment.
Establish a presumption against regulatory approval for private equity acquisitions of
essential services in markets where the acquisition would reduce competition or
jeopardize service continuity.®

Establish a clawback mechanism allowing courts to recover fees, dividends, and debt
payments extracted from essential service businesses by private equity owners in the
years preceding bankruptcy or service closure, making private equity firms financially
responsible for the communities damaged by their asset-stripping practices. Prohibit
management fees charged by private equity owners to companies in which they hold
a controlling interest in sectors providing essential public services.!"""

Gig Economy Reform & Worker Classification

The deliberate misclassification of workers as independent contractors rather than
employees is one of the most widespread forms of wage theft in the American
economy. When a company controls when, where, and how a worker performs their
work, that worker is functionally an employee regardless of what the contract says. By
misclassifying these workers, companies avoid paying payroll taxes, providing
workers compensation insurance, offering benefits, and complying with minimum
wage and overtime laws, shifting billions of dollars in costs onto workers, taxpayers,
and public safety net programs. The gig economy has not created a new category of
free and flexible entrepreneurship for most workers; it has created a new mechanism
for denying employment protections to people who have no meaningful ability to
negotiate the terms of their engagement.*s

How:

Establish a federal worker classification standard based on the ABC test, under which
a worker is presumed to be an employee unless the hiring entity can demonstrate that
the worker is free from control, performs work outside the company's usual business,
and is engaged in an independently established trade or business. This standard,
already adopted in several states, closes the classification loophole that has been
systematically exploited to deny workers the rights and protections they are legally
owed."?]

A note on scope and balance: any worker classification standard must be carefully
designed to protect genuinely independent workers who prefer flexible arrangements
and who exercise real control over their work. The goal of this reform is to prevent the
exploitation of workers who are functionally employees but denied employee
protections, not to eliminate legitimate independent contracting arrangements.
Implementation shall include clear safe harbors for workers who affirmatively choose
independent status with full knowledge of the tradeoffs, and for industries where
genuine independent contracting is the established norm and serves workers'
interests.
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Consumer Financial Protections

The financial system exists to serve the American people, not to exploit them. Yet
predatory lending, discriminatory financial practices, and the systematic targeting of
vulnerable communities by financial institutions have caused immeasurable harm to
millions of American families. The hard-won consumer protections established in the
wake of the 2008 financial crisis have been systematically weakened or eliminated,
leaving ordinary Americans once again exposed to the same predatory practices that
devastated the economy and destroyed generational wealth.r2o!

How:

Restore and strengthen the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau's independence,
funding, and enforcement authority, ensuring that it has the tools and mandate
necessary to protect American consumers from predatory financial practices.!"2"

Establish federal interest rate caps on all consumer lending products, including payday
loans, credit cards, and installment loans, ensuring that no American is charged
usurious interest rates that make debt mathematically impossible to escape.'?2

Restore the full scope of the Community Reinvestment Act, ensuring that financial
institutions serve the communities in which they operate, including low-income and
minority communities, rather than extracting wealth from them. Reinstate and
strengthen anti-discrimination protections in lending, housing, and financial
services.!'?

Regulate and where necessary prohibit financial products that have no legitimate
purpose beyond wealth extraction from vulnerable consumers, including certain forms
of rent-to-own contracts, title loans, and high-fee check cashing services.!"24

Cryptocurrency & Digital Asset Regulation

The rapid growth of cryptocurrency and digital asset markets has created enormous
opportunities for innovation and investment alongside equally enormous opportunities
for fraud, money laundering, tax evasion, and consumer harm. The current regulatory
vacuum surrounding digital assets has allowed bad actors to exploit ordinary investors
while legitimate innovators operate without clear legal frameworks. Comprehensive,
thoughtful regulation is essential both to protect consumers and to ensure that America
remains a leader in financial innovation./'2s!

How:

Establish a comprehensive federal regulatory framework for cryptocurrency and digital
assets, clarifying the jurisdiction of existing regulatory agencies, including the SEC and
CFTC, and filling gaps with new legislation where existing frameworks are
inadequate.'

Require registration, transparency, and consumer protection standards for all
cryptocurrency exchanges and digital asset platforms operating in the United States,
ensuring that investors have access to accurate information and meaningful recourse
in cases of fraud or platform failure.r2"
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Establish clear tax reporting requirements for cryptocurrency transactions, closing the
tax evasion loophole that currently allows significant wealth to escape taxation through
digital asset transactions./"z!

Universal Basic Income

The concept of a Universal Basic Income, a regular, unconditional cash payment to all
American citizens, has gained significant attention as automation, artificial intelligence,
and structural economic changes threaten to displace workers faster than new
employment opportunities can absorb them. UBI is not a fringe idea; it has been
seriously studied, piloted, and advocated by economists, technologists, and
policymakers across the political spectrum. It deserves honest, evidence-based
consideration as part of a comprehensive approach to economic security in the 21st
century.['>

How:

Commission a comprehensive, independent study of Universal Basic Income models,
examining their economic impacts, fiscal costs, effects on work incentives, and
potential to reduce poverty and economic insecurity, drawing on the growing body of
domestic and international pilot program data.r

Fund and expand UBI pilot programs in partnership with state and local governments
to generate rigorous American-specific data on the impacts of unconditional cash
transfers on employment, health, education, and community wellbeing.*"

Remain open to adopting a UBI or targeted guaranteed income program if the
evidence supports its effectiveness as a tool for reducing poverty, supporting
economic security, and managing the transition to an increasingly automated
economy.s2

Equal Pay & Compensation Equity

Equal pay for equal work is a fundamental principle of economic justice. Yet pay
disparities based on race, gender, disability, and other protected characteristics persist
across virtually every sector of the American economy, representing both a moral
failure and an enormous waste of human potential.('

How:

Pass and enforce comprehensive equal pay legislation that explicitly prohibits pay
discrimination on the basis of race, gender, sexual orientation, disability, national
origin, religion, or age, with meaningful penalties for violations and accessible legal
remedies for affected workers.'3

Require annual pay equity audits for all federal contractors and publicly traded
corporations, with public disclosure of findings, mandatory corrective action plans for
organizations with documented disparities, and independent verification of
compliance.!"
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Prohibit employers from requiring salary history disclosures during the hiring process,
a practice that perpetuates historical pay disparities by anchoring new compensation
to discriminatory past wages./

Immigration & Labor Market Integrity

The relationship between immigration policy and labor market integrity — including
enforcement against employers who exploit undocumented workers to undercut
wages, the use of guest worker programs as a mechanism for wage suppression, and
the economic evidence on immigration's net effects on American workers — is
addressed comprehensively in Pillar 10: Immigration, under the sections Immigration
Enforcement & Due Process and H-1B Visa Reform & Skilled Worker Immigration.
Labor market and immigration policy are inseparable; the full policy framework is
consolidated in Pillar 10 to avoid fragmentation across pillars.

Worker Ownership, Cooperatives & Community Wealth Building

The dominant corporate model, in which ownership is concentrated among
shareholders whose primary interest is return on investment, is not the only viable
model for organizing productive enterprise. Worker-owned cooperatives, employee
stock ownership plans, community development financial institutions, and other
alternative ownership models have demonstrated that businesses can be productive,
competitive, and sustainable while distributing ownership and decision-making
authority more broadly. These models tend to produce more stable employment, more
equitable compensation, stronger community ties, and greater resilience through
economic downturns.?7

How:

Establish a federal Office of Worker Ownership within the Department of Labor tasked
with providing technical assistance, legal support, and financial incentives for worker
buyouts of businesses whose owners are retiring or exiting, converting viable
businesses into worker-owned cooperatives rather than allowing them to be acquired
by private equity or closed. Provide federal loan guarantees and tax incentives for the
establishment of new worker-owned enterprises.!

Expand the Community Reinvestment Act to require that financial institutions provide
meaningful support for community development financial institutions, credit unions,
and cooperative financial institutions that serve low and moderate income
communities. Establish a federal Community Wealth Building Fund providing grants,
loans, and technical assistance for community land trusts, cooperative housing
developments, and other community-owned assets that build permanent affordable
housing and community wealth outside of the speculative real estate market.'s
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Buy American & Domestic Manufacturing

The deindustrialization of the American heartland, driven by trade policies that
prioritized the interests of multinational corporations over American workers and
communities, has devastated manufacturing communities across the country,
eliminated middle-class jobs that did not require a college degree, and created
dangerous dependencies on foreign supply chains for critical goods. 0

How:

Strengthen and expand Buy American requirements for all federal procurement,
establishing domestic content thresholds that incentivize the onshoring of supply
chains for critical goods including semiconductors, pharmaceuticals, medical
equipment, clean energy technology, and defense materials.(“1

Establish a federal domestic manufacturing investment program providing targeted
grants, loans, and tax incentives for companies that commit to building or expanding
manufacturing facilities in the United States, with enhanced incentives for investments
in communities that have experienced significant manufacturing job loss.!"*
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PILLAR 3: SOCIAL INVESTMENT & OPPORTUNITY

A nation’s greatness is not measured by the size of its military or the wealth of its
billionaires, but by how it treats its most vulnerable citizens. Social investment is not
chatrity; it is the responsible use of public resources to ensure that every American has
access to the foundational necessities of a dignified life. Healthcare, housing, nutrition,
and opportunity are not luxuries. They are the building blocks of a productive, healthy,
and truly free society. A rising tide lifts all boats: but only if everyone has access to the
water.

Universal Healthcare

The United States remains the only developed nation that does not guarantee
healthcare as a right to its citizens. The result is a system where medical bankruptcy
is common, preventable deaths are routine, and the quality of care one receives is
largely determined by the size of one's bank account. This is a moral failure that
demands structural correction.“3

How:

Establish a universal healthcare system that guarantees comprehensive medical
coverage for every American citizen, regardless of employment status, income, or pre-
existing conditions. !

Transition to a single-payer or robust public option model that eliminates the predatory
practices of private insurance while preserving patient choice in providers./'+!

Implement federal negotiation of prescription drug prices, ending the practice of
Americans paying multiples of what citizens of other developed nations pay for the
same medications.

Expand Medicare and Medicaid as bridging mechanisms during the transition to
universal coverage. Cap out-of-pocket medical expenses for all Americans, ensuring
that no family is financially destroyed by iliness or injury.7

Mental Health

Mental health is health. For too long, mental healthcare has been treated as secondary
to physical healthcare, resulting in chronic underfunding, inadequate access, and a
stigma that prevents millions of Americans from seeking the help they need. The
consequences are visible in our communities every day: in homelessness, addiction,
violence, and despair./'#!

How:

Mandate full mental health parity in all insurance coverage, public and private,
ensuring that mental health services are covered at the same level as physical health
services.!'

Dramatically increase federal funding for community mental health centers, crisis
intervention services, and outpatient care facilities, particularly in rural and
underserved communities. s
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Integrate mental health education and early intervention programs into public schools
at all grade levels. Address the mental health workforce shortage through student loan
forgiveness and scholarship programs targeting mental health professionals who
commit to serving in underserved areas.!s"

Develop a national strategy for addressing the intersection of mental health,
homelessness, and addiction, replacing criminalization with treatment-focused
approaches that address the underlying conditions.52

Making America Truly Healthy

Good health begins long before a doctor's office visit. It begins with the food we eat,
the information we trust, and the regulatory systems designed to protect us. The
United States faces a chronic disease epidemic driven in large part by an under-
regulated food and supplement industry, a profit-driven healthcare system that treats
symptoms rather than causes, and a rising tide of health misinformation promoted by
unqualified influencers for personal financial gain./'s

How:

Expand the FDA's authority and funding to include rigorous regulation of dietary
supplements, which currently enter the market with minimal oversight. Supplements
shall be required to demonstrate safety and accurate labeling before reaching
consumers, as is required of pharmaceuticals.>

Health claims made in advertising, on product packaging, and on social media shall
be subject to strict federal standards requiring scientific substantiation. Corporations
and individuals who make false or misleading health claims for financial gain shall face
meaningful penalties enforced by the FDA and FTC.(%

Individuals who leverage social media platforms to promote health products or dietary
regimens for financial gain shall be required to clearly disclose their financial
relationships with the products they promote. Those without recognized, accredited
credentials shall be prohibited from making specific medical or nutritional claims.!s®

Establish an independent panel of nutritional scientists to review and update dietary
guidelines free from food industry influence. Incentivize the production and
accessibility of whole, nutritious foods in food deserts and low-income communities
through targeted subsidies and community investment.(s7!

Affordable Housing & Community Investment

The American housing crisis is not a shortage of land or building materials; it is a failure
of priorities. While developers build housing that most Americans cannot afford,
existing affordable housing sits vacant and deteriorating in communities across the
country. The solution is not more luxury development: it is strategic investment in the
communities and housing stock we already have.=

How:
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Direct federal housing investment toward the rehabilitation and modernization of
existing affordable housing stock, including low-income apartments, public housing,
and community residences, rather than subsidizing new luxury developments.is9

Establish federal guidelines limiting the conversion of forested land, wetlands, and
green spaces into housing developments when adequate existing housing stock can
be rehabilitated to meet community needs.!"s

Large corporate entities purchasing single-family homes en masse drive up prices and
remove affordable inventory from the market. Legislation shall limit the ability of
corporate entities to acquire large portfolios of single-family residential properties,
preserving homeownership opportunities for individual Americans.!s

Require that a meaningful percentage of all new housing developments receiving
federal subsidies or tax incentives include units priced at genuinely affordable rates
for low and middle income families. Provide federal support for state and local rent
stabilization programs that protect existing residents from displacement.rs2

SNAP, WIC & Social Safety Net

Social safety net programs are not handouts; they are investments in the stability and
productivity of the American people. A family that can afford nutritious food, stable
housing, and basic necessities is a family that can contribute to the economy, raise
healthy children, and participate fully in society. Cutting these programs in the name
of fiscal responsibility is a false economy that costs far more in the long run than it
saves.'sdl

How:

Fully fund and expand SNAP and WIC programs to meet demonstrated need, ensuring
that no American goes hungry. Streamline and modernize the application and
administration processes to reduce barriers to access for those who qualify./"s4

Eliminate punitive and bureaucratic restrictions that prevent eligible Americans from
accessing benefits they are entitled to. Invest in wraparound support services that help
recipients build long-term stability, with the goal of reducing dependency through
opportunity rather than through deprivation.rs

Food Access, Food Deserts & Nutrition Equity

Access to nutritious food is not equally distributed in America. Food deserts, areas
where residents lack access to affordable fresh fruits, vegetables, and other nutritious
foods, are concentrated in low-income communities and communities of color. The
consequences are documented and severe: higher rates of obesity, diabetes, heart
disease, and diet-related iliness that compound the existing health disparities faced by
these communities. The problem is not individual dietary choices; it is a structural
failure of the food system that systematically provides different levels of access to
different communities based on income and race.!"s¢!
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How:

Establish a federal Food Access Equity Initiative that provides grants, low-interest
loans, and technical assistance for the development of full-service grocery stores,
farmers markets, and community food hubs in identified food deserts, with priority
given to community-owned and cooperative food retail models that build permanent
community assets rather than extracting profits from underserved communities.®”

Expand SNAP benefits to include prepared foods and hot meals for elderly, disabled,
and homeless recipients who lack cooking facilities, and extend SNAP eligibility to
college students experiencing food insecurity. Reform SNAP benefit levels to reflect
the actual cost of a nutritious diet as determined by the Thrifty Food Plan, which was
substantially updated in 2021 but remains inadequate for many households.'s¢

Welfare-to-Work & Trade Training Pipeline

Public assistance is most effective when it serves as a bridge to self-sufficiency rather
than a permanent station. Every American who is able to work deserves the
opportunity to develop marketable skills, earn a living wage, and build a stable life for
themselves and their families. A robust welfare-to-work pipeline, grounded in real trade
and vocational training with genuine employment outcomes, is both a moral and
economic imperative.!

How:

Welfare recipients who are able to work shall be enrolled in accredited trade or
vocational training programs of their choosing, including electrician, plumbing, HVAC,
medical certifications, culinary arts, information technology, and other in-demand
fields. Training programs shall be fully funded through federal investment.('7

Participants shall be given up to 24 months to complete their chosen program, with
built-in milestone checkpoints to ensure meaningful progress and active job placement
assistance upon completion. Childcare shall be provided at no cost to welfare-to-work
participants for the duration of their training./"”"

Participants shall continue to receive benefits at a gradually reduced rate as their
income increases following employment, preventing the benefits cliff that currently
penalizes newly employed Americans for earning more. Recipients enrolled at least
half-time in an accredited public university shall be exempt from the welfare-to-work
timeline.r'2

Businesses that hire welfare-to-work graduates and provide them with living wages
and benefits shall receive meaningful federal tax incentives, creating a virtuous cycle
of investment and employment.(73

Loneliness, Social Isolation & Community Connection

In 2023 the United States Surgeon General issued an advisory declaring loneliness
and social isolation a public health epidemic. Americans report fewer close friendships,
less civic participation, and weaker community ties than at any point in recorded
survey history. The health consequences are severe: chronic loneliness is associated
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with a 26 percent increased risk of premature death, equivalent in health impact to
smoking fifteen cigarettes a day. The social consequences are equally serious:
isolated individuals are more vulnerable to radicalization, addiction, mental illness, and
the manipulation of bad actors who offer community as a recruitment tool. This is a
policy problem that demands a policy response.!'’4

How:

Establish a federal Office of Community Connection within the Department of Health
and Human Services, tasked with coordinating across agencies to address loneliness
and social isolation as a public health priority. Invest in community infrastructure,
including libraries, community centers, parks, and public gathering spaces, that
provide venues for the organic social connection that has been eroded by the
privatization of public space and the decline of civic institutions.'7s

Integrate social connection and community engagement into the design of federal
social programs, recognizing that isolation is both a cause and consequence of
poverty, illness, and marginalization. Expand AmeriCorps and national service
programs as mechanisms for building cross-demographic social connection and civic
participation, recognizing that shared service across lines of race, class, and
geography is one of the most evidence-based approaches to bridging social
division.'7¢]

Childcare as Economic Infrastructure

The United States treats childcare as a private consumer expense to be managed by
individual families. Every peer nation treats it as public infrastructure essential to
economic participation and child development. The consequences of the American
approach are severe and well-documented: American families pay more for childcare
as a percentage of income than families in almost any other wealthy nation, often
spending more than they pay for housing or college tuition; women disproportionately
leave the workforce or reduce their hours because they cannot access or afford
childcare; children from lower-income families receive lower-quality early care that
compounds existing developmental disadvantage; and the childcare workforce, which
is predominantly female and disproportionately women of color, is among the lowest-
paid in the entire economy despite doing work of documented importance to child
development.i'77

How:

Establish a universal childcare program that caps childcare costs at a defined
percentage of family income, directly subsidizes childcare providers to ensure quality,
and significantly increases compensation for childcare workers to bring it in line with
the educational qualifications and developmental importance of the work. Model this
program on the evidence from states and nations that have implemented universal
childcare, which consistently shows positive returns in women's workforce
participation, child outcomes, and economic productivity that more than offset the
public investment.'7e
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Child Welfare & Family Support

Children are our most important national resource and investment. Yet millions of
American children grow up in poverty, without adequate nutrition, childcare, or family
support. Addressing child welfare is not only a moral imperative; it is an economic one,
as early investment in children produces generational returns for society.!"”!

How:

Establish universal, affordable childcare and pre-K programs accessible to all
American families, regardless of income, recognizing that quality early childhood
education is among the highest-return investments a society can make.'®

Expand and strengthen the Child Tax Credit as a meaningful anti-poverty tool,
ensuring that no child in America goes without basic necessities. The monthly direct
payment model has proven effective at reducing child poverty and should be made
permanent.te

Invest in foster care reform, prioritizing family preservation, trauma-informed care, and
improved outcomes for children in the system. Strengthen child protective services
through increased funding, improved training, and better inter-agency coordination.!'

Expand school nutrition programs to ensure that every child has access to healthy
meals during the school day, free from the stigma of income-based qualification.
Provide universal free school breakfast and lunch for all students.s

Addiction Treatment & Recovery

Addiction is a public health crisis, not a moral failing. The United States has lost
hundreds of thousands of lives to the opioid epidemic alone, and addiction to alcohol,
methamphetamine, fentanyl, and other substances continues to devastate
communities across the country, cutting across every demographic, geographic, and
economic boundary. For too long, addiction has been treated as a criminal justice
issue rather than a healthcare issue, resulting in mass incarceration, broken families,
and preventable deaths while doing virtually nothing to reduce addiction rates.!"s4

How:

Establish addiction treatment as a fully covered healthcare service under the universal
healthcare framework, ensuring that every American who needs treatment can access
it regardless of income, insurance status, or geography. Dramatically expand access
to evidence-based addiction treatment including medication-assisted treatment,
behavioral therapy, and integrated mental health care.rs

Invest in harm reduction programs, including needle exchange programs, naloxone
distribution, and supervised consumption sites, that save lives and connect people
with treatment while reducing the public health costs of active addiction.!#

Hold pharmaceutical companies, distributors, and prescribers accountable for their
role in creating and perpetuating the opioid epidemic, ensuring that settlement funds
are directed toward treatment, recovery, and community investment. Invest in long-
term recovery support services including sober housing, peer support programs, and
employment assistance.”
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Elder Care & Aging with Dignity

America is aging. The baby boom generation is entering its final decades, and the
demands on elder care systems are growing faster than our current systems can
accommodate. At the same time, elder abuse, nursing home neglect, and the financial
exploitation of seniors represent a growing and largely unaddressed crisis. A nation
that does not care for its elders with dignity and respect has failed a fundamental test
of its values.rs

How:

Establish a comprehensive federal long-term care benefit that covers home and
community-based care, assisted living, and nursing home care for all Americans who
need it, reducing the devastating financial burden that long-term care currently places
on middle-class families./s

Establish and enforce rigorous federal standards for nursing home staffing, quality of
care, and resident rights, with regular unannounced inspections, transparent public
reporting of quality metrics, and meaningful penalties for facilities that fail to meet
standards.'

Invest significantly in home and community-based care programs that allow seniors
and people with disabilities to age in place with dignity, reducing both the human and
financial costs of unnecessary institutionalization. Recognize and support family
caregivers through tax credits, respite care programs, and Social Security credit for
caregiving years./?

Establish a comprehensive federal elder abuse prevention and response framework,
including mandatory reporting requirements, enhanced penalties for financial
exploitation of seniors, and investment in adult protective services that are currently
chronically underfunded.

Maternal Health & Reproductive Rights

The United States has the highest maternal mortality rate of any developed nation,
and the crisis is most acute among Black women, who die from pregnancy-related
causes at rates two to three times higher than white women. This is not inevitable; it
is the predictable outcome of systemic inequities in healthcare access, quality, and the
treatment of Black patients by a medical system riddled with implicit bias."*

How:

Establish a national maternal health initiative with dedicated funding, research, and
accountability mechanisms specifically targeting the reduction of maternal mortality
and severe maternal morbidity, with explicit goals for eliminating racial disparities.
Expand Medicaid coverage for postpartum care to a full year./s4

Mandate implicit bias training for all healthcare providers involved in obstetric and
gynecological care, addressing the documented pattern of Black women's pain and
concerns being systematically dismissed by medical providers. Invest in the maternal
health workforce including midwives, doulas, and community health workers.
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Protect the constitutional right to reproductive healthcare, including access to
contraception and abortion, as fundamental components of women's health,
autonomy, and equality.'

Maternal & Infant Mortality: A National Crisis

The United States has the highest maternal mortality rate of any wealthy nation, more
than twice the rate of Canada, three times the rate of the United Kingdom, and ten
times the rate of Norway. The maternal mortality rate for Black women is
approximately three times the rate for white women, a disparity that persists across
income and education levels and that reflects the documented impact of structural
racism on medical care. More than 80 percent of maternal deaths in the United States
are preventable. The infant mortality rate follows a similar pattern, with the United
States ranking behind most peer nations and with stark racial disparities that reflect
the same systemic failures. These are not statistics. They are preventable deaths of
American mothers and babies that represent a comprehensive failure of the healthcare
system and the social supports that determine pregnancy outcomes."#

How:

Establish a National Maternal Mortality Reduction Initiative with binding targets for
reducing maternal mortality rates and closing racial disparities, with dedicated funding
for perinatal care, postpartum support, implicit bias training for obstetric providers, and
expansion of midwifery and doula services in communities with the worst maternal
health outcomes. Extend Medicaid postpartum coverage to twelve months,
recognizing that the majority of maternal deaths occur in the weeks and months after
birth when coverage has historically ended.

Address the specific drivers of racial disparities in maternal mortality through targeted
investment in community health workers, birth centers, and culturally competent
prenatal care in communities of color; mandatory implicit bias training for all obstetric
providers receiving federal funding; and robust enforcement of civil rights laws in
obstetric care settings. Establish a federal standard of care for obstetric emergencies
based on best practices from states and countries with the best outcomes."*

Arts, Culture & the Humanities

A nation's greatness is expressed not just in its economic output or military power but
in its culture: in the art it creates, the stories it tells, the history it preserves, and the
creativity it nurtures. Federal investment in arts, culture, and the humanities is
investment in the national soul. It supports the creative industries that contribute
billions to the economy, preserves the cultural heritage that connects Americans to
their history and to each other, and nurtures the creativity and critical thinking that
drive innovation across every sector of society.20

How:

Restore and significantly increase federal funding for the National Endowment for the
Arts, the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the Corporation for Public
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Broadcasting, reversing the chronic underfunding and repeated attempts at
elimination that have weakened these vital institutions. 201

Invest in arts education in public schools, ensuring that every American child has
access to music, visual arts, theater, and creative writing as part of a well-rounded
education. Support community arts organizations, local theaters, museums, and
libraries as anchors of community identity and civic life.202

Fund public media, including public broadcasting, community radio, and digital public
media, as an essential public service that provides trusted, non-commercial
information and cultural programming to all Americans regardless of their ability to pay
for private media subscriptions. 203

Rural America

Rural communities face a distinct set of challenges that are often overlooked in
national policy conversations dominated by urban and suburban perspectives. From
healthcare deserts and broadband gaps to agricultural consolidation and economic
decline, rural America has been systematically left behind by economic and policy
trends that have concentrated opportunity in metropolitan areas. A truly equitable
national policy must explicitly address the needs and opportunities of rural
communities. 204

How:

Address the rural healthcare crisis through targeted investment in rural hospitals,
clinics, and healthcare workforce programs. Expand telehealth infrastructure and
reimbursement to extend the reach of healthcare services in areas where in-person
care is not accessible.2%!

Complete the job of extending high-speed broadband to every rural community in
America, treating broadband internet access as essential infrastructure. Without
reliable internet access, rural communities cannot participate fully in the modern
economy, education system, or healthcare system. 2]

Invest in rural economic diversification, supporting the development of new industries
including clean energy, advanced manufacturing, and technology in rural communities
that have historically been dependent on single industries vulnerable to automation
and market shifts.=207

Recognize that the opioid and addiction crisis has hit rural communities with particular
severity, and direct addiction treatment and recovery resources explicitly toward rural
areas where treatment options are most limited and the crisis most acute.20?
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PILLAR 4: EDUCATION

Education is the foundation upon which every other pillar of a just and functioning
society rests. Itis the great equalizer: the mechanism by which a child born into poverty
can access the same opportunities as one born into privilege, and by which a diverse
and complex nation can find common ground. Yet for decades, American public
education has been systematically underfunded, politicized, and undermined. A
genuine commitment to education is a commitment to the future of America itself: not
just its economy, but its democracy, its values, and its soul.

Early Childhood Brain Development: The First Three Years

The scientific evidence on early childhood brain development is among the most
robust and most consequential in all of social science. Approximately 90 percent of
brain development occurs before age five, and the first three years of life are uniquely
critical: the neural connections formed during this period are the biological foundation
for all subsequent learning, language, emotional regulation, and cognitive
development. Chronic stress, trauma, inadequate nutrition, and lack of responsive
caregiving during this period cause documented, measurable neurological harm that
no amount of later intervention can fully repair. Conversely, investment in nurturing,
stable, and stimulating early environments produces returns that no other educational
investment can match.=?

How:

Establish a federal Early Brain Development Initiative that extends quality early
childhood programming to all children from birth through age three, not just from age
three or four as current programs primarily target. This includes home visiting
programs for new parents, high-quality infant and toddler childcare, and pediatric
developmental screening that identifies and addresses developmental delays at the
earliest possible point.21

Establish a federal minimum of six months and a federal target of twelve months of
fully paid parental leave for the primary caregiver, and a federal minimum of three
months and a federal target of six months for the secondary caregiver. Employers are
free to exceed these floors. The developmental science is unambiguous: twelve
months is the minimum duration that research consistently identifies as necessary to
support secure infant attachment and optimal early brain development, and this
document treats twelve months as the policy goal even where the federal mandate
begins at six months. Ensure that paid leave is equally available to all caregiving
parents regardless of gender, employment status, or income, recognizing that the
children who most need the benefits of secure early attachment are those in the most
economically precarious families.3

Teacher Compensation & Support

Teachers are among the most important professionals in our society. They shape the
minds, values, and futures of every generation of Americans. Yet they are chronically
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underpaid, under-resourced, and overworked. The message this sends to teachers,
to students, and to society is that education is not truly valued. That message must be
decisively reversed.?'

How:

Establish a federal minimum salary standard for public school teachers that is
competitive with other professions requiring equivalent levels of education and
expertise, adjusted annually for inflation and cost of living.?'»

Provide federal supplemental funding to ensure that teachers in low-income districts
receive compensation equivalent to their counterparts in wealthier districts, eliminating
the inequity created by property tax-based school funding.2*!

Invest in teacher retention programs including loan forgiveness, housing assistance in
high cost-of-living areas, and meaningful professional development opportunities.?'

Reduce administrative burdens and standardized testing requirements that consume
teaching time without improving educational outcomes, allowing teachers to focus on
actual instruction.2's

Ensure that every classroom is adequately resourced with modern materials,
technology, and support staff, so that teachers are not spending their own money to
supply their students.=

Teacher Diversity & Cultural Responsiveness

Students of color consistently demonstrate improved outcomes, including higher
graduation rates, higher test scores, and lower disciplinary referral rates, when taught
by teachers who share their racial or ethnic background. Yet the teaching workforce
in the United States is approximately 80 percent white while the student population is
now majority non-white. This mismatch is not merely a matter of representation; it
reflects a documented and consequential inequity in the quality and nature of the
educational experience available to students of color.2"

How:

Establish a dedicated federal pipeline program for recruiting, training, and supporting
teachers of color, including scholarships, mentoring programs, and loan forgiveness
specifically targeted at individuals from underrepresented groups who commit to
teaching in schools serving predominantly minority student populations. Address the
documented disparities in how discipline is applied to student teachers of color during
certification programs and in how teachers of color are evaluated, assigned, and
retained in their first years of teaching.®

School Funding Reform

The current model of funding public schools primarily through local property taxes is a
structural guarantee of educational inequality. Wealthy communities have well-funded
schools with modern facilities, experienced teachers, and robust extracurricular
programs. Poor communities have underfunded schools with crumbling infrastructure,
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high teacher turnover, and bare-bones curricula. This is not an accident; it is a
predictable outcome of a funding model that was never designed with equity in
mind.2'?]

How:

Transition public school funding away from local property taxes toward an equitable
federal and state funding model that directs resources based on student need rather
than community wealth.?2

Establish a federal baseline funding standard ensuring that every public school in
America meets minimum requirements for facilities, staffing, technology, and
educational materials.®?2"

Direct supplemental federal funding toward Title | schools serving high concentrations
of low-income students, English language learners, and students with disabilities.®?22

Conduct a national audit of public school infrastructure and establish a federal
investment program to modernize and repair school buildings, particularly in low-
income and rural communities. 223

Free Public College & Student Loan Relief

Higher education has become a financial barrier rather than an equalizing opportunity.
The promise that hard work and a college degree would lead to a stable, prosperous
life has been broken for millions of Americans who did everything right and still find
themselves buried under mountains of debt. Restoring that promise requires both
forward-looking investment and backward-looking relief.?!

How:

Establish tuition-free access to all public universities, community colleges, and
accredited vocational and technical institutions for all American citizens.22

Extend federal student loan forgiveness to borrowers who attended public institutions,
with a means-tested framework ensuring that relief is directed toward those who need
it most. 220l

Cap interest rates on all remaining federal student loans and eliminate the practice of
capitalizing unpaid interest, which causes loan balances to grow even when borrowers
are making payments.2?

Increase Pell Grant funding and expand eligibility to ensure that low and middle
income students have meaningful financial support beyond tuition coverage for living
expenses, books, and other costs of attendance.

Student Debt, Predatory Colleges & Higher Education Access

Americans collectively owe more than $1.7 trillion in student loan debt, a figure that
has grown to this scale through a combination of rapidly rising tuition costs, declining
state investment in public higher education, inadequate grant funding, and the
predatory practices of for-profit colleges that recruited vulnerable students with false
promises of employment outcomes while saddling them with debt for credentials of
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questionable value. The student debt crisis is not primarily a problem of irresponsible
individual choices; it is the predictable outcome of policy decisions that shifted the cost
of higher education from public investment to individual debt, while allowing a largely
unaccountable for-profit sector to feed on federal loan programs at students'
expense.??

How:

Reform the federal student loan system to establish income-driven repayment as the
default option for all federal borrowers, with automatic enrollment, a cap on total
repayment at a defined percentage of income over a defined period, and automatic
cancellation of remaining balances after a reasonable repayment period. Establish a
debt relief program for borrowers defrauded by for-profit colleges, fully implementing
and expanding the borrower defense to repayment rule.?

Establish robust federal oversight of for-profit colleges, including binding gainful
employment standards that require institutions to demonstrate that graduates earn
enough to repay their debt, and automatic loss of federal funding eligibility for
institutions that consistently fail this standard. Prohibit for-profit colleges from spending
more on marketing, recruitment, and executive compensation than on instruction, and
establish strong protections for students against high-pressure recruiting tactics.?"

Critical Human Rights Theory

America is a nation of extraordinary diversity. That diversity is our greatest strength,
but it has also been the source of profound historical injustice, systemic inequality, and
ongoing discrimination. A nation that does not honestly reckon with its history is a
nation condemned to repeat it. Critical Human Rights Theory, an expansion and
broadening of Critical Race Theory, provides a framework for understanding not just
the history and ongoing reality of racial injustice, but the full spectrum of human rights,
dignity, and equality as they apply to all Americans.®2

How:

Mandate the integration of Critical Human Rights Theory into public school curricula
nationwide, implemented in age-appropriate frameworks from elementary school
through high school.?*

At the elementary level, CHRT shall focus on foundational concepts of kindness,
fairness, inclusion, and respect for human differences. At the middle school level,
CHRT shall expand to include age-appropriate exploration of American history
including its injustices, the diversity of human cultures and identities, and the concept
of human rights. At the high school level, CHRT shall encompass a rigorous
examination of systemic inequality, historical and contemporary human rights issues,
and the tools for recognizing and combating discrimination in all its forms.234

Curriculum materials shall be developed by qualified educators, historians, and human
rights scholars, free from political interference, and grounded in peer-reviewed
historical and social science research.*!

Teacher training programs shall include CHRT competency as a requirement,
ensuring that educators are equipped to teach these subjects with accuracy,
sensitivity, and confidence. 2!
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Civics & Critical Thinking

A functioning democracy requires informed, engaged, and critically thinking citizens.
Yet civics education has been steadily eroded in American schools, and critical
thinking is rarely taught as a dedicated subject. Reversing this trend is not optional; it
is existential for our democracy.?*"!

How:

Restore and strengthen civics education at all grade levels, ensuring that every
American graduate understands the structure and function of their government, the
rights and responsibilities of citizenship, and the history of American democracy
including its failures and ongoing struggles.

Mandate a dedicated Critical Thinking course as a graduation requirement for all high
school juniors or seniors, covering logic and reasoning fundamentals, media literacy
and source evaluation, identifying misinformation and propaganda techniques,
understanding cognitive biases, basic scientific literacy and the evaluation of peer-
reviewed research, and civic reasoning and the appraisal of political claims.2*!

Partner with universities and community organizations to develop standardized, high
quality Critical Thinking curriculum materials available to all public schools at no
cost.20

Integrate media literacy and source evaluation into existing subjects across grade
levels, so that critical thinking becomes a cross-curricular habit rather than a
standalone subject.!

Vocational Life Skills Education

Every American, regardless of whether they pursue college or a trade career, will need
to maintain a home, manage a vehicle, handle basic repairs, and navigate the practical
demands of adult life. Yet these fundamental life skills are almost entirely absent from
American education. The result is a generation of adults who are dependent on
expensive professionals for tasks they could reasonably handle themselves.
Vocational life skills education is not a consolation prize for non-college-bound
students; it is universal preparation for adulthood.

How:

Mandate a required Vocational Life Skills curriculum for all middle and high school
students, covering basic automotive maintenance including oil changes, tire rotation,
brake inspection, and understanding warning systems; basic home repair and
maintenance including light carpentry, basic plumbing, electrical safety, and HVAC
filter maintenance; basic financial literacy including budgeting, understanding credit,
taxes, insurance, and basic investment concepts; and basic first aid and emergency
preparedness.

Ensure that vocational life skills courses are taught by qualified instructors and are
treated with the same academic seriousness as other required subjects. Frame
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vocational life skills education explicitly as universal preparation for adulthood, not as
a track for non-college-bound students, eliminating any associated stigma.=*

Partner with trade unions and vocational organizations to develop curriculum and
provide instructors, creating a pipeline of interest in skilled trades among students who
discover an aptitude and passion for them.+

Nutrition & Physical Fithess Education

America faces a chronic health crisis that begins in childhood. Obesity, diabetes,
cardiovascular disease, and mental health disorders are reaching epidemic levels,
driven in large part by poor nutrition, sedentary lifestyles, and a fundamental lack of
education about how to care for one's body. Schools are uniquely positioned to
address this crisis by equipping every student with the knowledge and habits
necessary for a lifetime of health.

How:

Mandate comprehensive nutrition education at all grade levels, grounded in peer-
reviewed science and free from food industry influence, teaching students how to
make informed dietary choices, understand nutritional labels, and develop healthy
eating habits.?7

Reform school lunch and breakfast programs to meet rigorous nutritional standards
developed by independent nutritional scientists, ensuring that the food served in
schools models the healthy eating habits being taught in classrooms. 2!

Mandate quality physical fitness education at all grade levels, with age-appropriate
programs focused on lifelong physical wellness, body literacy, and the mental health
benefits of regular physical activity.?

Address food insecurity as a barrier to healthy eating by ensuring universal access to
school meals and investing in nutrition support programs for low-income families. >

Special Education & Inclusive Learning

Every child deserves an education that meets their needs, nurtures their potential, and
prepares them for a fulfilling life. Children with disabilities, learning differences, and
developmental challenges are not less capable of learning; they learn differently, and
a truly excellent education system creates the conditions for every child to succeed on
their own terms. The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act established important
protections and rights for students with disabilities, but chronic underfunding,
inadequate teacher training, and inconsistent implementation have meant that the
promise of a free and appropriate public education remains unrealized for millions of
American children.?1

How:

Fully fund the federal government's commitment under the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act, which has never been met since the law's passage, closing the chronic
funding gap that forces states and districts to absorb costs that Congress promised to
share.®
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Invest in special education teacher recruitment, training, and retention, addressing the
severe shortage of qualified special education professionals that leaves many
students with disabilities without adequate support.2>

Promote inclusive education models that integrate students with disabilities into
general education settings with appropriate support, recognizing that inclusion
benefits all students.?>

Address the disproportionate representation of students of color in special education
and disciplinary systems, ensuring that implicit bias does not result in the
misidentification of minority students.?

Strengthen transition planning for students with disabilities approaching adulthood,
ensuring that they have meaningful pathways to employment, higher education, and
independent living after leaving the K-12 system. s

Adult Literacy & Continuing Education

Education does not end at graduation. Millions of American adults lack the literacy,
numeracy, and digital skills necessary to participate fully in the modern economy, and
millions more need opportunities to update their skills as technology and labor markets
evolve. Investing in adult education is investing in the productivity, economic security,
and civic participation of the entire adult population.

How:

Dramatically increase federal investment in adult literacy programs, ensuring that
every American adult who needs basic literacy and numeracy instruction has access
to it free of charge in their community. 2

Expand adult education and workforce training programs that help working adults
develop new skills, earn credentials, and advance in their careers, with particular focus
on workers in industries facing automation and structural economic change. >

Invest in digital literacy programs for adults who lack the technology skills necessary
to participate in the modern economy, access government services, or engage with
online health and educational resources. >

Support English language learning programs for adult immigrants, recognizing that
language acquisition is the single most important factor in immigrant economic
integration and civic participation.s

Create pathways for adults to earn high school equivalency credentials, college
degrees, and vocational certifications through flexible, affordable programs that
accommodate the schedules and responsibilities of working adults and caregivers.2

School Safety

Every child has the right to attend school without fear. Yet gun violence in American
schools has become so normalized that active shooter drills are a routine part of
childhood. This is not acceptable, and it is not inevitable. Addressing school safety
requires a comprehensive approach that goes beyond hardening physical facilities to
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address the root causes of school violence, including untreated mental illness, social
isolation, bullying, and the easy accessibility of weapons of mass harm. The specifics
of gun reform are addressed in Pillar 11; this section focuses on the broader school
safety ecosystem.

How:

Invest in school-based mental health services, ensuring that every school has access
to qualified counselors, psychologists, and social workers in ratios that allow for
meaningful relationships and early identification of students in crisis.®

Establish evidence-based threat assessment programs in all schools, providing
trained teams of educators, counselors, and administrators with the tools to identify
and intervene with students who may be at risk of harming themselves or others before
tragedy occurs.5

Invest in positive school climate initiatives, including anti-bullying programs,
restorative justice practices, and social-emotional learning curricula, that address the
social and emotional conditions that contribute to school violence.?

Reform zero-tolerance disciplinary policies that have been demonstrated to increase
dropout rates, increase involvement in the criminal justice system, and
disproportionately impact students of color, replacing them with restorative justice
approaches. 7]

Transgender Rights & the Assault on Gender Identity

Transgender Americans, and transgender youth in particular, are the targets of an
escalating legislative assault that has produced more than 600 anti-transgender bills
in state legislatures since 2021. These bills restrict access to gender-affirming
healthcare that major medical organizations including the American Medical
Association, the American Academy of Pediatrics, and the American Psychological
Association recognize as safe, effective, and often life-saving. They bar transgender
students from participating in school sports consistent with their gender identity. They
restrict the use of bathrooms and facilities. They prohibit teachers and school
counselors from acknowledging a student's gender identity. The stated justification for
these measures, the protection of children, is directly contradicted by the medical
evidence, which consistently shows that access to gender-affirming care significantly
reduces depression, anxiety, and suicidality in transgender youth.=s

How:

Establish federal protections for transgender Americans' access to gender-affirming
healthcare by codifying the prohibition on discrimination in healthcare settings on the
basis of gender identity under Section 1557 of the Affordable Care Act, and prohibiting
state laws that restrict minors' access to gender-affirming care when that care is
recommended by qualified medical professionals and consented to by the patient and
their parents or guardians.2

Prohibit the use of federal funds for programs, agencies, or state governments that
discriminate against transgender individuals in employment, education, housing, or
public accommodations. Establish clear federal guidance that Title IX protections
extend to transgender students, protecting them from discrimination in educational
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settings including restroom access, participation in extracurricular activities, and
recognition of their gender identity by school staff.?7

Book Bans, Curriculum Censorship & Academic Freedom

More books were banned from public school libraries in the 2021-2022 and 2022-2023
school years than in any comparable period in American history. The targets of these
bans follow a clear pattern: books by and about people of color, books addressing
LGBTQ+ identities and experiences, books that present accurate accounts of
American history including slavery, segregation, and indigenous genocide, and books
that deal honestly with the complexity of human experience. The same political
movement that promotes these bans also promotes legislation restricting what
teachers can say about race, history, gender, and identity in the classroom. This is not
parental rights activism. It is an organized effort to control what American children are
allowed to know, see, and think, and it represents a fundamental threat to the educated
citizenry on which democratic self-governance depends.2"

How:

Establish federal protections for school library collections against politically motivated
removal of books, requiring that any challenge to library materials follow a defined
professional review process conducted by qualified librarians and educators, and
prohibiting the removal of books based solely on the identity of the author or the
identity groups portrayed. Establish clear First Amendment protections for educators
teaching age-appropriate, educationally justified content, and prohibit the punishment
of teachers for teaching accurate history or acknowledging the existence of LGBTQ+
students in their classrooms.?7

Establish a federal standard requiring that all public school history and social studies
curricula present accurate, evidence-based accounts of American history including the
history of slavery, Reconstruction, segregation, indigenous displacement, and the
ongoing struggle for civil rights. Students who do not understand the full history of their
country cannot be effective citizens of it, and the whitewashing of American history is
not patriotism; it is the denial of the experiences of millions of Americans whose stories
are part of the American story.®

A note on federalism and academic freedom: the proposal for federal curriculum
standards engages a genuine tension between the goal of accurate historical
education and the principle of local control over public schools, which has deep roots
in American democratic tradition. The same federal authority that could require
accurate history teaching could, under a different administration, be used to mandate
content that this document's readers would find objectionable. This concern is taken
seriously. The mechanism proposed here is therefore structured as a condition on
federal education funding rather than a direct mandate, applying only to schools that
receive federal Title | and other formula grant funding, and establishing minimum
accuracy standards based on peer-reviewed historical scholarship rather than
politically determined content. Schools that do not receive federal funding would not
be subject to these standards.
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Department of Education Independence & Civil Rights Enforcement

The United States Department of Education serves two critical functions that are
distinct but equally essential: it distributes federal education funding to states and
school districts, and it enforces federal civil rights law in educational settings. The
ongoing effort to eliminate the Department of Education entirely represents a
fundamental misunderstanding of both functions. Eliminating the department would
not reduce the federal role in education; it would eliminate the accountability
mechanisms that ensure federal funds are spent equitably and that students' civil
rights are protected. The question is not whether the federal government has a role in
education. It does, and it always has. The question is whether that role is exercised
with accountability and integrity.?

How:

Codify the Department of Education in statute as a permanent cabinet-level agency
that cannot be eliminated through executive action alone, requiring affirmative
congressional legislation to restructure or dissolve. Establish clear independence
protections for the department's Office for Civil Rights, ensuring that its enforcement
of Title IX, Title VI, and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act is based on law
and evidence rather than political direction.7!

Restore the Office for Civil Rights to full staffing and enforcement capacity, addressing
the backlog of civil rights complaints and ensuring that every student who files a
complaint receives a timely, thorough, and impartial investigation. Prohibit the rollback
of civil rights guidance documents without notice, public comment, and a
demonstrated evidentiary basis.?

STEM & Innovation Education

America's future competitiveness, security, and prosperity depend on a robust
domestic pipeline of scientists, engineers, technologists, and mathematicians.
Investment in STEM education is investment in national capability: in the discoveries,
technologies, and solutions that will define the next century.?77

How:

Increase federal investment in STEM education programs from K-12 through graduate
level, with particular focus on expanding access in underserved and rural communities
where STEM resources are most scarce.?’®

Establish partnerships between public schools and universities, research institutions,
and technology companies to provide students with real-world exposure to STEM
careers and hands-on learning opportunities.?!

Invest in recruiting and retaining qualified STEM teachers through competitive
salaries, loan forgiveness, and professional development programs.:

Ensure that STEM education includes ethics, civic responsibility, and the human
dimensions of technology and science, producing not just technically capable
graduates but thoughtful and responsible innovators.2s"
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PILLAR 5: TRUTH & TRANSPARENCY

Democracy cannot function without truth. An informed citizenry is the bedrock of self-
governance; but that foundation is under unprecedented assault. Corporate media
consolidation, algorithmic manipulation, deliberate foreign disinformation campaigns,
and the unchecked spread of health and political misinformation have created an
environment in which many Americans can no longer agree on basic facts. This is not
an accident. It is the predictable result of systems, economic, technological, and
political, that profit from confusion, outrage, and division. Restoring a shared
foundation of truth is not about controlling speech or mandating belief. It is about
creating the conditions under which honest information can reach citizens, bad actors
are held accountable, and the institutions of democracy can function as intended.

Truth in Media & Advertising

A free press is essential to democracy. But a press consolidated under a handful of
corporate owners, driven by engagement metrics rather than journalistic integrity, and
financially dependent on the very interests it should be scrutinizing, is not truly free.
Similarly, advertising that makes false or misleading claims, whether about products,
health, or politics, corrupts the information environment that citizens depend on to
make informed decisions.?#

How:

Strengthen and enforce existing truth in advertising laws, extending their application
explicitly to political advertising, health claims, and social media content.®s

Restore and strengthen the Fairness Doctrine or an equivalent modern framework
requiring that broadcast media present balanced coverage of matters of public
concern. 2

Break up media monopolies through aggressive antitrust enforcement, preventing the
concentration of media ownership that reduces the diversity of voices and
perspectives available to the public.i2e]

Establish federal standards for journalistic transparency, requiring that news
organizations disclose their ownership, funding sources, and any financial
relationships that could influence their coverage.®

Prohibit political advertising that contains demonstrably false factual claims,
enforceable through the FEC with meaningful penalties for violations.?"

Truth in Media Labeling & Broadcast Accountability

The First Amendment protects the right to broadcast opinions, commentary, and
entertainment. It does not protect the right to brand entertainment as news or to
mislead audiences about the nature of the content they are consuming. In recent
years, major broadcast organizations have successfully argued in court that their
programming constitutes protected opinion or entertainment, while simultaneously
marketing that same programming to audiences as authoritative news coverage. This
is not a free speech issue. It is a consumer protection and democratic integrity issue.
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The systematic presentation of deliberately false factual claims as news reporting,
while legally claiming entertainment status to avoid liability, is a form of fraud against
the public that undermines the informed citizenry on which democracy depends. s

How:

Establish a mandatory on-air disclosure requirement for any broadcast organization
that has successfully argued in any court proceeding that its news-branded
programming constitutes opinion, entertainment, or non-factual commentary rather
than news reporting. Such organizations shall be required to display a standardized,
prominently visible disclaimer during all news-branded programming stating that the
content has been legally classified as opinion or entertainment, not factual news
reporting. This is a disclosure requirement, not a content restriction, and is fully
consistent with the First Amendment framework governing commercial speech and
consumer protection. 2

A note on First Amendment limits: compelled speech, including required disclaimers,
is subject to First Amendment scrutiny even when the compelled statement is factually
accurate. The Supreme Court has upheld commercial disclosure requirements under
a more permissive standard than content-based speech restrictions, but has also
struck down disclosure mandates that were not sufficiently tailored to a substantial
government interest. This proposal is designed to survive that scrutiny by limiting the
disclosure requirement to organizations that have themselves made the legal
argument, in court, that their programming is not factual news, making the required
disclosure a restatement of the organization's own legal position rather than a
government-imposed characterization. The constitutional case is defensible but not
guaranteed, and the legislative drafting of any implementing statute should be
reviewed by First Amendment counsel.

Strengthen the FCC's authority to condition broadcast license renewals on compliance
with truthfulness standards for programming explicitly branded as news, restoring and
modernizing the public interest obligations that have historically been the legal basis
for broadcast regulation. Establish a dedicated FCC enforcement division for news
broadcasting integrity, with the authority to investigate complaints, issue fines, and
recommend license non-renewal for systematic, documented patterns of presenting
known falsehoods as factual news reporting.2<!

Establish a national media literacy initiative through the Department of Education and
the Corporation for Public Broadcasting that teaches Americans of all ages how to
distinguish news from opinion, identify the markers of credible journalism, evaluate
sources, and recognize the techniques of propaganda and media manipulation. A
population that can critically evaluate the media it consumes is the most durable long-
term defense against disinformation. "

Net Neutrality

The internet is the public square of the modern age. It is where citizens access news,
communicate with their government, conduct commerce, pursue education, and
participate in public life. Allowing internet service providers to control, throttle, or
monetize access to online content based on their own financial interests is
fundamentally incompatible with a free and open democratic society.>2
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How:

Restore and permanently codify net neutrality through federal legislation, establishing
the principle that all internet traffic shall be treated equally regardless of source,
destination, or content.i2%

Classify broadband internet as a public utility, subjecting it to the same regulatory
framework as other essential public services. >

Invest in expanding broadband access to underserved rural and low-income
communities, ensuring that the benefits of a free and open internet are available to all
Americans regardless of geography or income. 2!

Section 230 Reform & Platform Accountability

Section 230 of the Communications Decency Act, which grants social media platforms
broad immunity from liability for content posted by their users, was designed for a pre-
social media internet in which platforms were passive conduits for user expression.
The modern algorithmic platform is something fundamentally different: it does not
merely host content but actively amplifies, curates, and recommends it based on
algorithms optimized to maximize engagement. When a platform algorithmically
amplifies content it knows to be false, harmful, or radicalizing because that content
drives higher engagement and therefore higher advertising revenue, it is no longer a
neutral host. It is an active participant in the harm. Section 230 immunity was never
intended to protect that behavior, and it should not.=2%!

How:

Reform Section 230 to remove immunity protection for content that is algorithmically
amplified or recommended by a platform, while maintaining full immunity for purely
passive hosting of user-generated content. This distinction preserves the original
purpose of Section 230, protecting platforms from liability for what users say, while
holding platforms accountable for their own editorial decisions about what to amplify,
recommend, and surface to users.?"

Require that social media platforms with more than a defined number of users publish
algorithmic transparency reports detailing the criteria used to amplify and recommend
content, the known effects of their algorithms on user behavior and wellbeing, and the
steps taken to mitigate documented harms. Establish an independent federal Digital
Platform Commission with the authority to audit algorithmic systems, investigate
complaints of algorithmic harm, and establish binding standards for platform design
that prioritizes user wellbeing over engagement maximization. 2

Cybersecurity & Digital Infrastructure

America's digital infrastructure, from power grids and water systems to financial
networks and government databases, represents both our greatest technological
asset and one of our most significant vulnerabilities. Cyberattacks by foreign
adversaries, criminal organizations, and state-sponsored actors pose a genuine threat
to national security, economic stability, and democratic institutions.
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How:

Significantly increase federal investment in cybersecurity infrastructure across all
critical sectors, including energy, water, financial systems, healthcare, and
government networks. Establish and fully fund a National Cybersecurity Agency with
the authority and resources to coordinate cybersecurity standards, incident response,
and threat intelligence across public and private sectors.z!

Mandate minimum cybersecurity standards for all operators of critical infrastructure,
with regular audits, mandatory breach reporting, and meaningful penalties for non-
compliance.rou

Require social media platforms operating in the United States to implement robust
measures against inauthentic accounts, bot networks, and coordinated inauthentic
behavior. Platforms shall be required to disclose the origin of political advertising and
to remove demonstrably false content that poses a threat to public safety or electoral
integrity.r02

Designate foreign disinformation campaigns, including state-sponsored troll farms, bot
networks, and coordinated influence operations, as national security threats. Empower
intelligence and law enforcement agencies to identify, expose, and counter these
operations. 03

Mandate paper ballot backups for all federal elections, regular security audits of
election infrastructure, and federal funding for states to modernize and secure their
election systems against both cyber and physical threats.:

Data Privacy & Big Tech Accountability

Americans generate enormous amounts of personal data every day, data that is
collected, aggregated, sold, and exploited by technology companies with minimal
regulation or consumer consent. The concentration of data and market power in a
handful of technology giants poses risks not just to individual privacy but to
competition, democracy, and national security.©l

How:

Pass comprehensive federal data privacy legislation establishing clear rights for
Americans over their personal data, including the right to know what data is collected,
the right to correct inaccurate data, the right to delete personal data, and the right to
opt out of data collection and sale.

Strengthen antitrust enforcement against big technology companies that use their
market dominance to stifle competition, acquire potential rivals, and entrench their
positions.:o7

Regulate algorithmic systems that have significant impacts on public life, including
content recommendation algorithms, hiring algorithms, and credit scoring systems,
requiring transparency, regular auditing, and accountability for discriminatory or
harmful outcomes.©o?
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Artificial Intelligence, Deepfakes & Synthetic Disinformation

Artificial intelligence has made it possible to generate photorealistic video, audio, and
images of real people saying and doing things they never said or did, at scale, at
negligible cost, and with rapidly decreasing detectability. The political and social
consequences of this technology, deployed in the context of elections, military
conflicts, criminal justice, and everyday life, are potentially catastrophic. A democracy
in which citizens cannot reliably distinguish real from fabricated audiovisual evidence
is a democracy that cannot function. The regulatory framework for addressing Al-
generated disinformation is currently almost entirely absent at the federal level, and
the gap between the technology's capabilites and the law's reach is widening
rapidly.ro

How:

Establish a federal Synthetic Media Disclosure Act requiring that all Al-generated or
Al-manipulated audio, video, or images of real people be clearly and prominently
labeled as synthetic, with criminal penalties for the creation or distribution of unlabeled
synthetic media designed to deceive viewers about its authenticity. Apply heightened
penalties for synthetic media deployed in the context of elections, criminal
proceedings, or national security matters.?

Establish a federal Al governance framework that requires pre-deployment safety
assessments for high-risk Al applications, establishes liability standards for Al systems
that cause documented harm, and creates a standing federal Al Safety Board with the
authority to investigate Al-related incidents and recommend binding safety standards.
Ensure that Al systems used in consequential decisions, including hiring, lending,
criminal justice, and healthcare, are subject to audit requirements that detect and
remedy discriminatory outcomes.®'

Artificial Intelligence Oversight

Artificial intelligence represents one of the most transformative and potentially
disruptive technologies in human history. Its applications range from medicine and
scientific research to surveillance, warfare, and the mass generation of disinformation.
The United States must lead in establishing ethical, transparent, and accountable
frameworks for Al development and deployment before the technology outpaces our
ability to govern it.'

How:

Establish a federal Al oversight framework that requires transparency in the
development and deployment of high-impact Al systems, including disclosure of
training data, known limitations, and potential risks."!

Prohibit the use of Al systems in high-stakes decisions, including criminal justice,
hiring, lending, and healthcare, without human oversight, explainability, and
meaningful avenues for appeal.t“

Regulate the use of Al-generated content in political advertising and news media,
requiring clear disclosure when content is Al-generated and prohibiting the use of
deepfakes and synthetic media for political manipulation.?'!
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Intelligence Community Accountability & Oversight

The United States intelligence community comprises seventeen agencies that
collectively spend an estimated $90 billion annually and operate under a cloak of
secrecy that makes meaningful democratic accountability exceptionally difficult. The
mass surveillance programs revealed by Edward Snowden in 2013 demonstrated that
intelligence agencies had developed capabilities far beyond what Congress or the
public had authorized or was aware of. The FISA court, which is supposed to provide
judicial oversight of intelligence surveillance, operates entirely in secret, hears only the
government's side of each case, and has approved the vast majority of government
requests. This is not meaningful oversight. It is a formal mechanism that provides the
appearance of judicial review without the substance.?!

How:

Reform the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court to require the appointment of a
standing public advocate in all cases involving novel legal questions or significant new
surveillance capabilities, ensuring that the court hears adversarial argument rather
than only the government's position. Establish binding statutory limits on bulk
collection of communications data involving American citizens, requiring individualized
suspicion for the collection of any communications content involving U.S. persons.®'7

Strengthen the congressional intelligence oversight committees by providing them
with independent legal staff and technical experts not subject to executive branch
clearance requirements, ensuring that congressional oversight is not dependent on
executive branch cooperation to be effective. Establish a mandatory declassification
timeline for all intelligence programs, collection authorities, and significant legal
interpretations, with public notification when new surveillance authorities are first
authorized.®®

Government Transparency & Accountability

Citizens have a right to know how their government operates, how their tax dollars are
spent, and what decisions are being made in their name. Transparency is not just a
democratic value; it is a practical check on corruption, abuse of power, and the kind of
institutional rot that erodes public trust over time.:!

How:

Strengthen and modernize the Freedom of Information Act, reducing response times,
closing loopholes that allow agencies to withhold information, and establishing
meaningful penalties for non-compliance.?2

Mandate full financial disclosure for all elected officials and senior government
appointees, including blind trust requirements for investments that could represent
conflicts of interest.s21

Protect and strengthen whistleblower protections for government employees and
contractors who report waste, fraud, abuse, or illegal activity in good faith.©#>
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Independence of Federal Scientific & Regulatory Agencies

Federal scientific and regulatory agencies, including the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, the Food and Drug Administration, the National Institutes of Health,
the Environmental Protection Agency, the Federal Communications Commission, and
the Federal Election Commission, were established to serve the public interest through
the application of scientific expertise and independent professional judgment. Their
effectiveness depends entirely on their insulation from political pressure. When agency
decisions are driven by the political priorities of the administration in power rather than
by evidence, professional standards, and the public interest, the consequences are
measured in human lives, environmental damage, and the erosion of public trust in
institutions that Americans depend on.:2

How:

Establish a statutory framework for each major federal scientific and regulatory agency
that designates it as operationally independent from White House direction on
scientific findings, regulatory determinations, and public health communications. The
political leadership of these agencies shall set broad priorities and budgets subject to
congressional oversight, but shall not direct, alter, suppress, or delay scientific findings
or regulatory decisions.?

Reform the appointment process for the directors of the CDC, FDA, NIH, and EPA to
require that nominees demonstrate verifiable scientific or public health credentials
recognized by their professional peers. Nominees shall be evaluated by a confirmation
panel that includes representatives of the relevant scientific and professional
communities alongside Senate confirmation, ensuring that professional qualifications
are assessed independently of political considerations.:!

Establish and enforce a government-wide scientific integrity policy with binding
standards for the communication of scientific findings, explicit prohibitions on political
interference in peer review processes, and meaningful whistleblower protections for
scientists and researchers who report violations. Agency scientific integrity officers
shall report to Congress independently of agency leadership.&2]

Fund the CDC, FDA, NIH, and EPA at levels commensurate with their public health
and environmental protection mandates, reversing the chronic underfunding that has
forced these agencies to rely on industry funding and has compromised their
independence. No federal regulatory agency shall accept industry funding for any
aspect of its regulatory review function.?2

National Science Board & Scientific Advisory Body Independence

The National Science Board, which governs the National Science Foundation and
advises Congress and the president on science policy, is composed of distinguished
scientists, engineers, and educators appointed to fixed six-year terms specifically to
provide independent, nonpartisan scientific guidance. When members of the National
Science Board are dismissed for political reasons, the foundational premise of
evidence-based policymaking is undermined. The same principle applies to the
scientific advisory boards of every federal agency: they exist to provide honest
scientific counsel, and their value is destroyed the moment they become subject to
political removal.=2e
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How:

Pass legislation explicitly prohibiting the removal of National Science Board members,
scientific advisory board members, and members of presidentially appointed scientific
advisory committees except for cause, defined as documented failure to perform
duties, ethical violations, or criminal conduct. Partisan political disagreement with a
member's scientific findings shall not constitute cause for removal.2

Establish statutory independence protections for the WNational Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, whose climate, weather, and ocean data are essential to
national security, disaster preparedness, agricultural planning, and environmental
policy. NOAA's scientific findings shall not be subject to political review, alteration, or
suppression by any executive branch official. The NOAA Administrator shall serve a
fixed six-year term removable only for cause.?

Strengthen the independence of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, ensuring that
its safety determinations and licensing decisions are based solely on technical and
scientific criteria and are fully insulated from political or industry pressure. Establish
similar independence protections for the National Transportation Safety Board,
ensuring that accident investigations and safety recommendations are never subject
to interference by the industries being investigated.©

Reconstitute all dismissed or politically removed scientific advisory board members
through an emergency reappointment process, and conduct a comprehensive audit of
all federal scientific advisory committees to identify and remedy any politically
motivated dismissals or restructurings that compromised the independence of
scientific counsel to the federal government.©

Independence of Cultural, Humanities & Arts Institutions

American cultural and humanities institutions, including the Smithsonian Institution,
the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, the Library of Congress, the National
Endowment for the Arts, the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting, represent the nation's collective investment in its
cultural identity, historical memory, and creative life. These institutions derive their
value precisely from their independence: their ability to preserve, present, and fund
work that reflects the full complexity of the American experience without political
interference or ideological direction from the administration in power. That
independence is not guaranteed by statute and has been repeatedly tested by
administrations of both parties.?*!

How:

Restructure the governance of the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts to remove
the sitting president from its board of trustees, replacing the presidential seat with a
position filled through a merit-based selection process by a panel of arts professionals,
cultural leaders, and former Kennedy Center trustees. The nation's premier performing
arts center must be governed by people whose primary commitment is to artistic
excellence and public access, not political affiliation.2

Codify the independence of the Smithsonian Institution through legislation that
establishes clear protections against political interference in its curatorial decisions,
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exhibition content, research programs, and personnel decisions. The Smithsonian's
Board of Regents shall include the Vice President and members of Congress as
currently structured, but operational independence from political direction shall be
explicitly protected by statute, with the Secretary of the Smithsonian serving a fixed
term and removable only for cause.?

Establish fixed, staggered terms for the Librarian of Congress, the Archivist of the
United States, and the directors of the National Endowment for the Arts and National
Endowment for the Humanities, with removal only for cause and with confirmation
processes that emphasize professional qualifications over political alignment. These
positions steward the nation's cultural and historical record and must be protected from
use as tools of political patronage.©*

Restore and permanently fund the Corporation for Public Broadcasting at levels
sufficient to sustain genuinely independent public media, insulating it from the annual
appropriations battles that make its funding a perennial political football. Establish a
dedicated, multi-year funding mechanism for CPB that requires supermajority
congressional approval to reduce, ensuring that public media cannot be defunded as
a political act.p

Foreign Interference in American Elections & Democratic
Processes

The intelligence community has consistently assessed, across multiple
administrations and with high confidence, that foreign state actors including Russia,
China, Iran, and others have conducted systematic campaigns to interfere with
American elections, amplify social division, undermine confidence in democratic
institutions, and influence American policy through disinformation and covert
operations. These campaigns have grown more sophisticated and more pervasive
with each election cycle, exploiting social media platforms, hacking operations, dark
money channels, and relationships with American political actors to advance foreign
interests at the expense of American democracy. Foreign interference in American
elections is an attack on American sovereignty that demands a response equal to its
seriousness.r!

How:

Require mandatory disclosure of all contacts between federal candidates, campaigns,
and senior government officials with representatives of foreign governments or
foreign-controlled entities, with criminal penalties for failure to disclose. Establish a
standing Foreign Election Interference Task Force within the FBI with dedicated
resources and a mandate to investigate, disrupt, and publicly attribute foreign
interference operations in real time rather than after the fact.=

Establish binding platform requirements for social media companies to identify and
remove foreign-controlled accounts and coordinated inauthentic behavior within
defined timeframes, with civil penalties for failure to comply. Require that all political
advertising on digital platforms disclose the true source of funding and prohibit the
purchase of political advertising by any entity with foreign ownership or control.
Declassify and publicly release assessments of foreign interference operations at the
earliest point consistent with source and method protection.?

56



Dark Money & Political Finance Transparency

The corrupting influence of dark money, undisclosed and unlimited funds flowing into
American politics through opaque nonprofit and corporate structures, represents one
of the most serious threats to democratic integrity in the modern era. When billionaires,
corporations, and foreign interests can pour unlimited money into political campaigns
and issue advocacy without disclosure, the fundamental principle of government by
the people is replaced by government by the highest bidder.1

How:

Pass comprehensive dark money disclosure legislation requiring that all political
spending above a defined threshold, regardless of the organizational vehicle through
which it is channeled, be publicly disclosed with full identification of the original funding
source. 2

Close the 501(c)(4) and other nonprofit loopholes that currently allow unlimited
undisclosed money to flow into political advertising and issue advocacy, establishing
that any organization spending above a defined threshold on political activity must
register as a political organization and comply with full disclosure requirements.?

Require social media platforms to maintain publicly accessible, searchable databases
of all political advertising, including the identity of the purchaser, the amount spent, the
targeting parameters used, and the original funding source.

Ending Regulatory Capture

Regulatory capture, the phenomenon by which the industries subject to federal
regulation gain effective control over the agencies that regulate them, is one of the
most pervasive and least discussed problems in American governance. It occurs
through multiple channels: the revolving door between industry and regulatory
agencies, industry funding of agency activities, the appointment of industry insiders to
leadership positions, and the quiet attrition of regulatory capacity that leaves agencies
dependent on industry expertise to perform their basic functions. The result is a
regulatory system that systematically prioritizes the interests of the regulated over the
interests of the public it is supposed to protect.!

How:

Establish a five-year cooling off period for senior officials of any federal regulatory
agency before they may be employed by or consult for any entity they regulated in
their official capacity, extending and strengthening existing revolving door restrictions.
Apply equivalent restrictions in the reverse direction, requiring that individuals with
significant recent industry roles in regulated sectors recuse themselves from matters
directly affecting their former employers for a period of four years following their
appointment.i4]

Prohibit federal regulatory agencies from accepting industry funding for any aspect of
their regulatory review, standard-setting, or enforcement functions. Establish
independent, publicly funded research capacity within each major regulatory agency
sufficient to allow the agency to evaluate industry submissions without dependence
on industry-funded science.?7!
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Corporate Whistleblower Protections

The public interest is served when individuals with knowledge of corporate
wrongdoing, including fraud, environmental violations, consumer harm, financial
manipulation, or other illegal activity, are able to report that wrongdoing without fear of
personal or professional destruction. Yet corporate whistleblowers face enormous
pressure, retaliation, and legal risk that deters the reporting of misconduct that harms
millions of Americans.

How:

Establish comprehensive federal whistleblower protection legislation covering all
industries and sectors, providing clear, enforceable protections against retaliation for
employees who report illegal activity, fraud, consumer harm, environmental violations,
or other misconduct.?

Establish a federal whistleblower reward program providing meaningful financial
incentives for reporting corporate misconduct that leads to successful enforcement
action, recognizing that the personal and professional risks of whistleblowing require
commensurate incentives.

The Local News Crisis & Public Interest Journalism

More than 2,500 newspapers have closed in the United States since 2005. More than
200 counties have no local news outlet of any kind. The communities that have lost
local news coverage show measurable increases in municipal borrowing costs, lower
voter turnout, and higher rates of government corruption, because the accountability
function that local journalism serves has no adequate substitute. The collapse of local
news is not primarily a business failure; it is the consequence of the extraction of local
advertising revenue by national digital platforms that created no local journalism in
return. What is being lost is not just an industry. It is the informational infrastructure of
local democracy.®s"

How:

Establish a Local Journalism Sustainability Act providing tax credits for local news
organizations that employ journalists covering state and local government, subscribe
to investigative reporting services and wire services, and maintain editorial
independence from ownership with demonstrated conflicts of interest. Extend the
nonprofit status available to public radio and television to nonprofit local news
organizations, enabling philanthropic investment in local journalism infrastructure.?>

Establish a Public Interest Journalism Endowment funded through a fractional levy on
the digital advertising revenue of the major technology platforms that have most
directly displaced local news advertising, recognizing that the platforms that extracted
value from local news ecosystems bear some responsibility for restoring what was
destroyed. Distribute endowment funds through a competitive grant process
administered by an independent board, with grants available to nonprofit and for-profit
news organizations that serve local and underserved communities.?

58



Press Freedom & Journalist Protections

A free press is the fourth estate of democracy: the institution that holds power
accountable, exposes corruption, and ensures that citizens have the information they
need to govern themselves. Yet journalists face growing threats, from government
surveillance and prosecution of sources, to physical intimidation, strategic lawsuits
designed to silence reporting, and the economic collapse of local news that has
created vast information deserts across the country.©s

How:

Pass a federal shield law providing journalists with strong protections against being
compelled to reveal their sources, recognizing that the ability to protect sources is
fundamental to the ability to report on government misconduct and other matters of
public interest. s

Strengthen legal protections against Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation
that powerful individuals and corporations use to silence journalists, establishing a
federal anti-SLAPP statute with mandatory fee-shifting that makes frivolous suits
financially untenable for plaintiffs.se

Invest in local journalism through tax incentives for local news organizations, grants
for nonprofit investigative journalism, and support for public interest reporting in
communities that have lost local news coverage.?’
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PILLAR 6: NATIONAL SECURITY & PEACE

America is not a nation of war. We are a nation of ideals: of liberty, justice, and the
belief that human dignity is worth defending. Our strength is not measured solely by
the size of our military budget or the reach of our weapons systems, but by the integrity
of our alliances, the wisdom of our diplomacy, and the wellbeing of the men and
women who volunteer to defend us. A truly secure America is one that leads with moral
authority, invests in the human beings who serve, reforms the systems that waste and
defraud, and pursues peace not as a weakness but as the highest expression of
national strength. We must be prepared to defend ourselves and our allies with
overwhelming capability: but that capability must always be in service of peace, not
profit.

Department of Defense Reform

The Department of Defense represents the largest single discretionary expenditure in
the federal budget. Yet decades of unchecked contractor relationships, cost overruns,
and systemic waste have meant that enormous sums of public money have been
spent with insufficient accountability or return. Reform is not about weakening our
defense; it is about ensuring that every dollar spent on defense actually makes
America safer.>

How:

Conduct a comprehensive audit of all DoD contracts and contractors, with particular
scrutiny of those with consistent cost overruns, performance failures, or inability to
provide adequate justification for expenditures. Contracts that cannot demonstrate
legitimate value shall be terminated.>

Establish rigorous cost controls and competitive bidding requirements for all DoD
procurement, with mandatory penalties for contractors who exceed agreed budgets
without sufficient justification. Reform supply chain contracting to ensure that the DoD
pays fair market prices for equipment, supplies, and support services.?s

Establish an independent DoD Inspector General with enhanced authority, resources,
and independence to investigate fraud, waste, and abuse within the defense
establishment, with findings reported directly to Congress and made publicly
available.ss

Service Member Wellbeing

The men and women who serve in the United States military make extraordinary
sacrifices in defense of their nation. They deserve not just our gratitude but our
genuine, sustained investment in their physical health, mental wellbeing, professional
development, and quality of life. A military that takes care of its people is a military that
retains its best people and projects strength through excellence.?

How:

Establish a standardized initial boot camp structure across all branches of the military,
with a rigorous and evidence-based focus on nutrition education, physical fithess
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training, and foundational warrior skills. The physical and discipline standards of the
Marine Corps boot camp model shall serve as the benchmark, with branch-specific
follow-on training succeeding a common foundation.

Reform military nutrition programs to ensure that service members have access to
high quality, nutritious food throughout their service. Integrate nutrition education into
boot camp and ongoing training, equipping service members with the knowledge to
maintain their health throughout their careers and lives.?

Dramatically expand access to mental health services for active duty service members
and their families, eliminating the stigma around seeking help and ensuring that mental
health care is as available and normalized as physical health care. Address the
veteran suicide crisis as a national emergency, with dedicated funding, research, and
intervention programs. s

Invest in military housing, family support programs, childcare, and education benefits
to ensure that service members and their families are not financially penalized for their
service. Ensure that diversity, equity, and inclusion programs are grounded in merit-
based advancement that addresses structural barriers and implicit biases.=

Reform the military justice system to ensure that service members have access to
independent legal representation, that sexual assault and harassment cases are
prosecuted effectively and without command interference, and that accountability
applies equally regardless of rank.z¢7

Veterans Affairs Reform

Those who have served deserve a government that honors its commitments to them,
not just in rhetoric but in action. The Veterans Affairs system has been chronically
underfunded, mismanaged, and allowed to fail the very people it exists to serve. This
is a national disgrace that demands urgent and sustained reform.

How:

Conduct a comprehensive audit of the VA system to identify systemic failures,
backlogs, and areas of chronic underperformance, with a commitment to transparent
public reporting of findings and progress. Dramatically reduce the VA claims backlog
through increased staffing, modernized processing systems, and streamlined claims
procedures.

Expand VA mental health services with a specific focus on PTSD, traumatic brain
injury, military sexual trauma, and veteran suicide prevention. Mental health care shall
be available to all veterans regardless of discharge status.?"

Reform the discharge review process to ensure that veterans with less than honorable
discharges, many of whom were discharged for issues related to undiagnosed mental
health conditions or trauma, have a clear, accessible pathway to discharge upgrade
and access to earned benefits."

Address veteran homelessness as a national priority, with targeted investment in
housing, wraparound support services, and the coordination of federal, state, and local
resources necessary to end veteran homelessness.?"
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Establish robust transition assistance programs that prepare separating service
members for civilian life, including career counseling, education benefits navigation,
mental health screening, and financial planning support.:73!

Defense Through Deterrence

America's military posture must be oriented toward the defense of the homeland and
our allies through strength, readiness, and the credible deterrence of aggression: not
toward military adventurism, regime change, or the projection of power in service of
corporate or geopolitical interests that do not align with American values or the
wellbeing of the American people.="

How:

Maintain robust investment in the capabilities necessary to deter and if necessary
defeat any adversary that threatens the United States or its allies, including
conventional forces, nuclear deterrence, cyber capabilities, and space-based
assets.bl

Invest in research and development of next-generation defense technologies,
including advanced cyber defense, directed energy weapons, autonomous systems,
and space-based capabilities, ensuring that America maintains a decisive
technological edge over potential adversaries.=

Reform the Authorization for Use of Military Force framework to ensure that military
action is always subject to meaningful congressional oversight and that the executive
branch cannot unilaterally commit American forces to sustained combat operations
without congressional approval. Establish clear, principled criteria for the use of
military force that prioritize diplomatic solutions and require exhaustion of non-military
options.=77

Nuclear Arsenal & Nonproliferation

The existence of nuclear weapons represents the single greatest existential threat to
human civilization. The United States, as one of the world's largest nuclear powers,
has a special responsibility to lead the world toward meaningful arms control,
nonproliferation, and ultimately disarmament. This is not weakness; it is the highest
expression of strategic seriousness.?

How:

Renew and expand the New START treaty framework or successor agreements with
Russia, maintaining verifiable limits on deployed nuclear warheads and delivery
systems while pursuing negotiations toward deeper mutual reductions.?!

Pursue a no-first-use nuclear policy and lead international efforts to prevent nuclear
proliferation, using diplomatic engagement, security guarantees, and targeted
sanctions to discourage states from pursuing nuclear weapons programs. 2
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Pandemic Preparedness & Bioterrorism Defense

COVID-19 demonstrated with devastating clarity that America was unprepared for a
major pandemic despite years of expert warnings. More than one million Americans
died, in significant part because the preparedness infrastructure that had been built
over decades was allowed to atrophy through chronic underfunding and political
disregard. Pandemic preparedness is not a public health issue alone; it is a national
security imperative.@1

How:

Rebuild and permanently fund the White House pandemic preparedness office and
the National Security Council global health security directorate, ensuring that
pandemic preparedness is treated as a permanent national security priority. Invest in
domestic vaccine manufacturing capacity, strategic reserves of personal protective
equipment, and the public health infrastructure necessary to detect, respond to, and
contain emerging infectious disease threats.?

Strengthen international health surveillance and early warning systems, investing in
the WHO and bilateral partnerships to ensure that the next pandemic is detected and
contained before it becomes a global catastrophe.&s

Foreign Policy & Global Diplomacy

America's strength in the world has never rested solely on military power. It has rested
on the credibility of our values, the reliability of our commitments, and our ability to
lead coalitions of nations toward shared goals. Decades of military adventurism,
unilateral action, and the erosion of diplomatic institutions have weakened America's
standing in the world and left a vacuum that adversaries have been eager to fill.
Restoring American leadership means restoring American credibility: as a nation that
keeps its commitments, respects international law, and leads by example.s4

How:

Reaffirm America's commitment to its treaty alliances, including NATO and bilateral
defense agreements in the Indo-Pacific, making clear that American security
guarantees are reliable and not subject to the whims of individual administrations.
Allies must be able to trust American commitments across administrations and political
cycles.s8

Reverse the hollowing out of the State Department and the Foreign Service through
sustained investment in diplomatic personnel, training, and infrastructure. Diplomacy
is cheaper than war and more effective than sanctions in most circumstances; it
deserves commensurate investment.©#

Reengage fully with international institutions including the United Nations, the World
Health Organization, the World Trade Organization, and the Paris Climate Agreement,
recognizing that global challenges require global cooperation and that American
withdrawal from these institutions cedes influence to adversaries.®"

Establish human rights as a genuine cornerstone of American foreign policy, not just
a rhetorical talking point. Apply consistent standards to all nations, allies and
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adversaries alike, and use diplomatic, economic, and where appropriate legal tools to
advance human rights globally.?

Maintain firm, principled stances toward adversarial nations including Russia, China,
North Korea, and Iran, using a full spectrum of diplomatic, economic, and military tools
to deter aggression, protect American interests, and defend democratic values, while
always leaving open credible pathways to diplomatic resolution.®

Reaffirm America's commitment to foreign aid as a tool of both humanitarian
responsibility and strategic national interest. A world with less poverty, disease, and
instability is a world that is safer for America. Foreign aid is not charity; it is investment
in global stability.=

State Department Independence & Diplomatic Merit

The United States Department of State is the primary institution through which
American diplomacy is conducted and American values are projected abroad. Its
effectiveness depends on a professional, experienced Foreign Service workforce
whose expertise is built over careers spanning decades. The systematic hollowing out
of the State Department through hiring freezes, forced departures, and the sidelining
of career diplomats in favor of political loyalists has degraded American diplomatic
capacity at a moment when that capacity is more needed than at any point since the
Cold War. Rebuilding it is a national security imperative.r

How:

Establish a statutory requirement that a minimum of seventy percent of all U.S.
ambassador appointments be drawn from the career Foreign Service, with any political
appointee ambassador required to demonstrate relevant diplomatic, regional, or
substantive expertise evaluated by an independent panel before Senate confirmation.
The practice of awarding ambassadorships to major campaign donors with no relevant
expertise has damaged American credibility and interests in countries where
experienced diplomatic representation is most critical.>2

A note on constitutional limits: the appointment of ambassadors is an express
constitutional power of the president, subject to Senate confirmation. Congress may
condition foreign affairs funding and establish qualifications for Senate confirmation,
but a statutory requirement mandating the percentage of career versus political
appointments would face separation of powers challenge. This proposal is therefore
best implemented through a combination of Senate confirmation standards, which are
clearly within congressional authority, and State Department internal policy, rather
than through a mandatory statutory quota. The Senate Foreign Relations Committee
should establish and enforce a practice of requiring demonstrated expertise as a
condition of confirmation for any ambassador nominee to a post designated as high-
priority.

Restore and substantially increase State Department funding and staffing, reversing
years of budget cuts and hiring freezes that have left critical diplomatic posts
understaffed and have forced the department to rely on military channels for functions
that should be conducted through civilian diplomacy. The ratio of defense spending to
diplomatic spending in the United States is among the most imbalanced of any major

64



democracy and reflects a fundamental misunderstanding of how American interests
are best served.?*

Establish a Foreign Service Independence Protection Act that codifies protections for
career diplomats against politically motivated reassignments, forced departures, and
retaliation for providing honest assessments that conflict with administration policy
preferences. The integrity of diplomatic reporting depends on diplomats being able to
tell policymakers what they need to hear rather than what they want to hear.©

USAID, International Development & American Soft Power

The United States Agency for International Development was, for more than six
decades, the primary instrument of American development assistance and
humanitarian aid abroad. USAID funded health programs that saved tens of millions
of lives, supported democratic institutions in fragile states, provided famine relief, built
schools, trained journalists, and advanced American interests through the tools of
diplomacy and development rather than military force. Its effective dismantling
represents one of the most consequential and least understood foreign policy
decisions of the modern era, with damage that extends far beyond the immediate
humanitarian consequences to the long-term credibility and influence of the United
States globally.=9

How:

Restore USAID as a fully funded, fully staffed, and fully independent federal agency
with a permanent statutory basis that cannot be gutted through executive action alone.
Require congressional authorization for any reduction in USAID staffing or
programming above a defined threshold, establishing that the dismantling of a major
foreign policy instrument requires legislative consent rather than executive fiat.:

Rebuild USAID's workforce through a comprehensive hiring and retention program,
prioritizing the re-engagement of experienced foreign service officers and
development professionals who were dismissed or driven out, and investing in the
training pipeline necessary to restore institutional knowledge and capacity. Foreign
service expertise takes years to build and cannot be reconstituted overnight.=*7

Reestablish and expand American international development programming as a core
instrument of national security strategy, recognizing that development assistance is
among the most cost-effective tools available for preventing the conditions that breed
terrorism, instability, and mass migration. Restore funding for the President's
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), the President's Malaria Initiative, and
other flagship health programs whose interruption has already resulted in preventable
deaths.r9

Restore the Millennium Challenge Corporation as an independent, results-driven
development finance institution that provides assistance to developing nations
conditioned on demonstrated commitments to democratic governance, economic
freedom, and investment in their own people. Expand the Peace Corps back to full
operational capacity, recognizing its irreplaceable role in building people-to-people
connections that advance American interests and values in communities around the
world.2o]
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Private Military Contractors & Accountability

The United States government spent an estimated $370 billion on private military and
security contractors in the two decades of war in Iraq and Afghanistan. These
contractors, whose employees operated alongside and sometimes instead of
American service members, existed in a legal gray zone: not subject to the Uniform
Code of Military Justice, rarely subject to meaningful prosecution under domestic law,
and often operating in environments where host nation law was unenforceable. The
documented abuses committed by private military contractors, including the Nisour
Square massacre in lraq and the systematic abuse of detainees at Abu Ghraib
involving contractor personnel, represent a accountability gap that has never been
fully closed.®“o

How:

Establish clear statutory jurisdiction for the prosecution of private military and security
contractors for crimes committed in the course of their government-contracted work
abroad, closing the legal ambiguity that has allowed documented abuses to go
unprosecuted. Require that all private military and security contractors operating under
U.S. government contracts comply with the same rules of engagement and use-of-
force standards as U.S. military personnel, with equivalent accountability mechanisms
for violations.“o1

International Alliances & the Postwar Order

The international alliance system built by the United States after World War I,
including NATO, the network of bilateral security agreements in the Pacific, the World
Trade Organization, and the multilateral institutions of the United Nations system, has
been the foundation of the longest period of great-power peace in recorded history.
These alliances are not charity. They are the architecture of American security and
American prosperity, maintained at relatively modest cost compared to the alternative
of a world in which the United States confronts threats alone. The deliberate
undermining of these alliances through unreliability, public humiliation of allies, and
the suggestion that American security commitments are conditional on financial
arrangements, is not a negotiating strategy. It is the destruction of eighty years of
carefully constructed security infrastructure that cannot be quickly rebuilt once
dismantled.®2

How:

Pass legislation affirming the United States' commitment to its NATO obligations under
Article 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty and prohibiting any president from withdrawing
from NATO without Senate approval by a two-thirds vote. Restore and expand
American participation in multilateral institutions and agreements including the World
Health Organization, the Paris Climate Agreement, and other international frameworks
from which the United States has withdrawn or threatened to withdraw for political
reasons, recognizing that American leadership in multilateral institutions serves
American interests.“

Restore American foreign assistance and development programming to its full scope
and reestablish the credibility of American security guarantees by fulfilling existing
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commitments to partners including Ukraine, Taiwan, and other nations that have
structured their security and foreign policy around the reliability of American
partnership. The cost of abandoning allies is not merely financial; it is the destruction
of the credibility on which all future American diplomacy depends.©“

Domestic Terrorism & Extremism

Domestic terrorism, particularly from white nationalist, militia, and anti-government
extremist movements, represents one of the most serious and growing threats to
American safety and democratic institutions. The January 6th attack on the United
States Capitol was a stark demonstration of what domestic extremism, left unchecked,
can do to the foundations of democracy itself.“!

How:

Designate domestic terrorism as a federal crime with penalties commensurate with the
threat it poses to democratic institutions and public safety. Invest in counter-extremism
programs that address the radicalization pipeline, working with communities,
technology platforms, and mental health professionals to identify and intervene before
individuals commit acts of violence.®“*!

White Nationalist Extremism & Domestic Terrorism

The Federal Bureau of Investigation has consistently identified racially or ethnically
motivated violent extremism, and white nationalist extremism in particular, as the most
lethal form of domestic terrorism in the United States. White nationalist and white
supremacist groups were responsible for the majority of domestic terrorism fatalities
in the years between 2015 and 2022. Yet federal law enforcement's resources for
combating domestic terrorism are a fraction of those devoted to international terrorism,
and the absence of a dedicated domestic terrorism statute has created legal gaps that
allow violent extremists to organize, fundraise, and recruit with fewer legal constraints
than foreign terrorist organizations face. Naming this threat accurately and resourcing
the response proportionally is not a political act. It is a public safety imperative.«“”

How:

Pass a domestic terrorism statute that establishes federal criminal jurisdiction over
acts of violence committed with the intent to intimidate or coerce civilian populations
based on race, ethnicity, religion, or national origin, providing law enforcement with
legal tools equivalent to those available for combating international terrorism. Establish
dedicated FBI and DOJ units for investigating and prosecuting domestic terrorism with
resources proportional to the documented threat level.®“

Establish a federal program for deradicalization and counter-extremism intervention
that provides resources for communities, schools, families, and mental health
providers to identify individuals at risk of radicalization and intervene before they
commit violence. Invest in research on the pathways to violent extremism and the
evidence-based interventions that are most effective at interrupting those pathways,
drawing on the successful models developed in Europe and adapted for the American
context. o)
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Department of Homeland Security Reform

The Department of Homeland Security was established in the wake of September 11,
2001 with a clear mandate: to protect the American homeland from terrorism and
catastrophic threats. In the years since, it has grown into a sprawling bureaucracy
encompassing disaster response, immigration enforcement, airport security, and
cybersecurity. Reform is not optional; it is a national security imperative.®“

How:

Restore and increase FEMA funding to levels commensurate with the growing
frequency and severity of natural disasters driven by climate change. Rebuild FEMA's
staffing and operational capacity. Ensure that FEMA leadership is comprised of
qualified emergency management professionals, not political appointees without
relevant experience.“'

Increase TSA officer compensation to competitive levels that reduce turnover.
Strengthen TSA training programs to ensure all officers receive comprehensive,
consistently updated instruction in security protocols, threat identification, and
passenger rights.«

Establish clear standards for ICE and CBP conduct, requiring that all agents be fully
identified with visible badge numbers at all times during enforcement operations.
Prohibit the use of masks or face coverings that obscure agent identity during law
enforcement operations against civilians. Establish robust accountability systems
including independent oversight, body camera requirements, and mandatory reporting
of use of force incidents.**
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PILLAR 7: FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY & ECONOMIC
STRENGTH

Progressive policy and fiscal responsibility are not opposing forces; they are
complementary ones. A nation that invests wisely in its people, its infrastructure, and
its institutions is a nation that grows stronger, more productive, and more prosperous
over time. The false choice between social investment and fiscal discipline has been
used for decades to justify cutting programs that serve ordinary Americans while
protecting tax breaks and subsidies that benefit the wealthy and powerful. True fiscal
responsibility means spending wisely, taxing fairly, eliminating waste and fraud,
growing the economy from the bottom up and the middle out, and making the long-
term investments that reduce costs and expand prosperity for generations to come. It
means treating the federal budget not as a political weapon but as a reflection of our
national values and priorities.

Deficit Reduction

The federal deficit, the annual gap between what the government spends and what it
collects in revenue, is a genuine long-term challenge that demands serious, honest
attention. But deficit reduction achieved by gutting social programs, cutting education,
or undermining the safety net is not fiscal responsibility; it is the transfer of costs from
the federal budget onto the backs of ordinary Americans. True deficit reduction
requires a combination of responsible spending, fair taxation, elimination of waste and
fraud, and economic growth that expands the tax base.®'

How:

Implement the tax reforms outlined in Pillar 2, closing loopholes, taxing unrealized
gains of the ultra-wealthy, eliminating corporate tax shelters, and establishing a
genuinely progressive income tax system, as the primary revenue-side mechanism for
deficit reduction. A tax system that works as intended is the single most powerful tool
available for closing the deficit without cutting services.*'

Conduct a comprehensive audit of all federal spending to identify waste, fraud,
redundancy, and programs that are not delivering meaningful results. Eliminate or
consolidate programs that are duplicative or ineffective, redirecting resources toward
programs with demonstrated impact.«“®

Establish a federal budgeting framework that requires long-term fiscal impact
assessments for all major legislation, ensuring that policymakers understand the full
cost and benefit of proposed spending and tax changes over ten and twenty year
horizons. "

Reject austerity measures that cut essential social programs in the name of deficit
reduction, recognizing that the long-term economic costs of untreated illness,
uneducated workers, unstable housing, and poverty far exceed the short-term savings
of cutting the programs that address them. @
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The Tax Gap: Collecting What Is Owed

The IRS estimates that the annual tax gap, the difference between taxes legally owed
and taxes actually collected, is approximately $600 billion per year. Over a decade,
this represents roughly $6 trillion in legally owed revenue that the federal government
fails to collect, primarily because the IRS has been systematically defunded to the
point where it lacks the capacity to audit high-income returns at meaningful rates. The
top one percent of earners are responsible for an estimated 28 percent of all unpaid
taxes. This is not a problem of tax law; it is a problem of enforcement capacity, and it
is one of the most straightforward fiscal improvements available to the federal
government.«“'

How:

Restore IRS funding to levels sufficient to audit high-income and corporate returns at
rates comparable to those achieved a decade ago, targeting enforcement resources
at the income categories where the tax gap is largest and where the return on
enforcement investment is highest. Every dollar invested in IRS enforcement capacity
returns an estimated six to twelve dollars in additional revenue. Fully implement the
IRS funding provided by the Inflation Reduction Act and protect it from legislative
rollback.#20!

National Debt Management

The national debt represents the accumulation of decades of deficit spending, tax cuts
that were not offset by spending reductions, and the extraordinary expenditures
required by national emergencies including wars, financial crises, and pandemics.
Managing the national debt responsibly requires a long-term strategy that stabilizes
debt as a percentage of GDP, reduces the burden of interest payments over time, and
ensures that future generations are not saddled with an unmanageable fiscal
burden.©21

How:

Establish a bipartisan National Fiscal Commission, insulated from short-term political
pressures, tasked with developing a long-term debt reduction strategy that balances
fiscal sustainability with the protection of essential programs and investments.
Prioritize stabilizing the debt-to-GDP ratio as a primary fiscal target, recognizing that
economic growth is as important as spending cuts in achieving long-term debt
sustainability.“22

Eliminate the debt ceiling as a political mechanism, replacing it with automatic
stabilizers and mandatory fiscal review processes that address debt growth without
creating artificial crises that threaten the full faith and credit of the United States. >

GDP Growth & Economic Expansion

A growing economy is the most powerful long-term tool for fiscal health. When more
Americans are working, earning living wages, starting businesses, and participating
fully in the economy, tax revenues rise, safety net expenditures fall, and the capacity
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to service the national debt improves. Economic growth is most robust and most
sustained when it is driven from the bottom up and the middle out: when working and
middle class Americans have the purchasing power, education, and opportunity to
participate fully in the economy.©>

How:

Pass a comprehensive infrastructure investment program covering transportation,
broadband, water systems, energy grid modernization, and public facilities.
Infrastructure investment creates immediate jobs, reduces long-term maintenance
costs, improves economic productivity, and generates returns that far exceed their
initial cost.“2

Expand access to small business loans, reduce regulatory burdens for small
businesses while maintaining meaningful consumer and worker protections, and
establish federal procurement preferences for small and domestic businesses. Small
businesses are the backbone of the American economy and the primary engine of job
creation. 2

Invest in workforce development programs that connect Americans with the skills
needed for the jobs of today and tomorrow, including the trade training pipeline
outlined in Pillar 3 and the educational investments outlined in Pillar 4.2

Invest in basic and applied research, STEM education, and public-private innovation
partnerships that drive technological advancement and create the industries and jobs
of the future.2e

Eliminating Waste, Fraud & Abuse

Every dollar lost to government waste, fraud, or abuse is a dollar that could have been
invested in American families, infrastructure, or national security. Fiscal responsibility
demands not just wise spending decisions but robust systems for identifying and
eliminating wasteful and fraudulent use of public resources. >

How:

Establish a permanent, independent Office of Federal Fiscal Integrity with the authority
to audit all federal agencies and programs, investigate credible allegations of waste
and fraud, and publicly report findings with specific recommendations for corrective
action.

Modernize federal financial management systems, many of which are decades old and
lack the capability for real-time tracking and anomaly detection that modern technology
makes possible. Conduct regular sunset reviews of all federal programs, requiring
affirmative reauthorization based on demonstrated effectiveness.®"

Strengthen the False Claims Act and other whistleblower protection and reward
mechanisms to incentivize the reporting of government contractor fraud.“

Federal Reserve Independence & Monetary Policy
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The Federal Reserve is the cornerstone of American monetary policy, responsible for
managing inflation, maximizing employment, and maintaining the stability of the
financial system. Its effectiveness depends entirely on its independence from political
pressure. A Federal Reserve subject to political interference is a Federal Reserve that
cannot do its job. The consequences of a politicized Federal Reserve would be felt by
every American in the form of inflation, financial instability, and the erosion of
confidence in the dollar as the world's reserve currency.“

How:

Codify the independence of the Federal Reserve in federal statute, establishing clear
legal protections against presidential interference in monetary policy decisions,
interest rate setting, and the appointment of Federal Reserve leadership. Establish
rigorous qualification standards for Federal Reserve Board appointments, requiring
demonstrated expertise in economics, monetary policy, or financial regulation.

Strengthen the Federal Reserve's transparency and accountability to Congress
through regular reporting, testimony, and audit mechanisms, while maintaining its
operational independence from political direction, ensuring that democratic oversight
does not become political interference. !

Engage in international monetary cooperation through the International Monetary
Fund, the Bank for International Settlements, and bilateral central bank relationships,
recognizing that global financial stability requires coordinated monetary policy and that
American monetary policy has profound consequences for the global economy. ]

Social Security & Medicare Long-Term Solvency

Social Security and Medicare are the foundational pillars of retirement and healthcare
security for tens of millions of Americans. They represent a social contract between
generations: a promise that Americans who work hard and contribute throughout their
lives will have security and dignity in their old age. That promise must be kept. Both
programs face long-term funding challenges that demand honest, serious attention,
but those challenges must be addressed in ways that strengthen these programs for
future generations rather than cutting benefits for current or future recipients.®”

How:

Address the long-term solvency of Social Security by eliminating the payroll tax cap,
currently set at approximately $160,000, ensuring that higher earners contribute
proportionally to the system rather than stopping contributions above an arbitrary
income threshold. This single reform would extend Social Security's solvency for
decades without cutting a single dollar of benefits.

Reject any proposal to cut Social Security benefits, raise the retirement age beyond
current levels, or privatize any portion of the Social Security system, recognizing that
these approaches transfer risk onto the most vulnerable Americans while solving the
solvency challenge on the backs of those who can least afford it.13

Address Medicare's long-term funding challenges primarily through healthcare cost
reduction, including prescription drug price negotiation, administrative simplification,
fraud reduction, and the transition to value-based care models that improve outcomes
while reducing costs, rather than through benefit cuts or eligibility restrictions.“+

72



Expand Medicare to cover dental, vision, and hearing care, recognizing that these are
not luxury healthcare services but essential components of overall health that
disproportionately affect the elderly population.“

Trade Policy & International Economic Relations

America's trade relationships profoundly shape the economic opportunities available
to American workers and businesses. Trade policy must be developed and executed
with a clear-eyed understanding of both the genuine benefits of international
commerce and the real costs that poorly structured trade agreements have imposed
on American workers and communities.

How:

Develop a comprehensive national trade strategy that explicitly prioritizes the interests
of American workers alongside corporate interests, establishing clear criteria for
evaluating trade agreements that include labor standards, environmental protections,
intellectual property safeguards, and national security considerations.“+

Establish a genuine Trade Adjustment Assistance program that supports workers and
communities displaced by trade with meaningful retraining, income support, and
economic development assistance, rather than the inadequate and poorly
administered programs that have historically failed to deliver real help to trade-affected
communities.

Address the national security dimensions of trade dependency, particularly in
semiconductors, pharmaceuticals, rare earth materials, and advanced technology,
through domestic investment, allied reshoring, and strategic trade policy that reduces
dangerous dependencies on adversarial nations.“*!

Free Trade Agreements with Allies: A Middle Class Standard

International trade can be a powerful engine of shared prosperity, but only when trade
agreements are designed with the interests of working people at their center rather
than the interests of multinational corporations. The history of American trade policy
since the 1990s is a cautionary tale: agreements that promised prosperity delivered
deindustrialization, suppressed wages, and hollowed out communities that had no
political power to resist the consequences. A new generation of trade agreements
must be built on fundamentally different standards, with enforceable labor protections,
genuine environmental standards, and binding requirements that the benefits reach
the workers of all participating nations, not just the shareholders of their largest
corporations. ]

How:

Negotiate and establish free trade agreements with close allied and partner nations
that meet a binding middle class standard: agreements shall only be ratified if
independent economic analysis projects net benefit to working and middle class
Americans in terms of wages, employment quality, and purchasing power.
Agreements that benefit corporate shareholders while suppressing wages or
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eliminating jobs for American workers shall not be ratified regardless of their
macroeconomic projections.“

Pursue a successor agreement to NAFTA and USMCA with Canada and Mexico that
strengthens and fully enforces labor standards across all three nations, eliminates the
wage suppression mechanisms that have historically allowed corporations to play
American and Mexican workers against each other, invests in the border communities
most directly affected by cross-border economic activity, and includes binding
environmental protections with genuine enforcement mechanisms. The goal is not to
eliminate trade with our closest neighbors but to ensure that trade serves the people
of all three nations rather than only their wealthiest residents.

Expand trade relationships with South and Central American nations through a
comprehensive Western Hemisphere partnership framework that ties preferential
trade access to verifiable progress on labor rights, democratic governance,
environmental protection, and anti-corruption standards. Address the root causes of
migration from the region by investing in the economic conditions that give people a
viable future in their home countries, recognizing that trade and development
cooperation are the most sustainable long-term approach to managing migration
flows. 1“4

Infrastructure Investment as Economic Strategy

Infrastructure investment is among the highest-return investments a government can
make. Every dollar invested in public infrastructure generates multiple dollars of
economic activity, creates immediate jobs, reduces long-term maintenance costs,
improves productivity, and enhances quality of life. Yet American infrastructure has
been chronically underfunded for decades, resulting in a deteriorating physical
foundation that constrains economic growth and compromises public safety.“=

How:

Pass and fully fund a comprehensive, long-term national infrastructure investment
program covering transportation, broadband, water and wastewater systems, energy
grid modernization, public buildings, and green infrastructure. Establish a National
Infrastructure Bank that leverages federal investment to attract private capital,
multiplying the impact of public investment.©“

Prioritize infrastructure investment in communities that have been most underserved,
including rural areas, low-income urban neighborhoods, and tribal lands. Establish
lifecycle cost accounting as the standard for infrastructure investment decisions,
ensuring that long-term maintenance costs are fully considered alongside initial
construction costs.“%

Integrate climate resilience into all infrastructure investment decisions, ensuring that
new and upgraded infrastructure is designed to withstand the increasing frequency
and severity of extreme weather events driven by climate change.“?
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The Economic Case for Social Investment

The most powerful argument for the social investments outlined in this document is
not moral, though the moral case is compelling; it is economic. A society that invests
in healthcare, education, housing, nutrition, and opportunity is a society that reduces
its long-term costs dramatically. Preventable illness treated in emergency rooms costs
multiples of what preventive care costs. Incarceration costs multiples of what
education and opportunity cost. Homelessness costs multiples of what stable housing
costs. The false economy of cutting social programs to save money is one of the most
expensive mistakes a government can make.“

How:

Establish a federal framework for measuring the long-term return on investment of
social programs, moving beyond simple cost accounting to capture the full economic
value of healthier, better educated, more stably housed Americans. Require that
proposals to cut or eliminate social programs include a comprehensive long-term cost
analysis that accounts for the downstream economic consequences of reduced
investment.#s]

Communicate clearly and consistently that social investment is not a drain on the
economy; it is the foundation of a productive, prosperous, and growing one. The
nations with the strongest social safety nets consistently rank among the most
economically competitive and fiscally stable in the world.®“s¢

A Fiscal Framework for Reform: What It Costs, How We Pay for It

Intellectual honesty demands that any comprehensive policy blueprint confront a direct
question: can we actually afford this? The proposals in this document are not free. The
answer is yes, but only under specific conditions, in a defined sequence, and with
transparent accounting of both costs and revenue that policymakers and the public
deserve to see before a single vote is cast.“"

The major revenue proposals, if fully implemented, would generate an estimated $1.1
to $1.7 trillion in additional annual federal revenue from five sources: closing the tax
gap through IRS enforcement ($500 to $600 billion per year); progressive tax reform
on income above $1 million ($300 to $500 billion); carried interest closure ($100 to
$200 billion); estate tax reform ($100 to $150 billion); and corporate tax reform ($100
to $200 billion). These are conservative estimates based on existing congressional
scoring.

The major spending proposals would require, at full implementation, an estimated $2
to $4 trillion in additional annual federal outlays. The largest item is healthcare: $1.5
to $3 trillion annually, offset by elimination of private insurance premiums and out-of-
pocket costs. Universal childcare: $500 billion. Free public college: $80 to $100 billion.
Paid family leave: $200 to $300 billion — this figure represents the gross federal cost
of a national paid leave insurance program covering all American workers, not federal
employees alone, and would be substantially offset by employer and employee payroll
contributions into the program fund, similar to how Social Security and unemployment
insurance are financed. All other proposals combined: $300 to $500 billion annually. !

Three things make the gap between revenue and spending manageable. The first is
phased implementation: IRS enforcement, tax gap closure, and progressive tax reform
could generate $800 billion to $1 trillion within the first five years without a single new
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social program. Spending programs are then phased in over ten to twenty years,
beginning with the highest-return investments: early childhood education, childcare,
and primary healthcare access.*>!

The second factor is economic multiplier effects. Early childhood education returns an
estimated $7 to $13 for every dollar spent. Infrastructure generates $1.50 in GDP per
dollar. Universal healthcare reduces emergency room overutilization and allows
workers to change jobs without fear of losing coverage. These are documented
outcomes from comparable investments in peer nations and from domestic programs
at smaller scale.

The third factor is the cost of inaction. Childhood poverty costs an estimated $1.03
trillion per year in lost productivity, crime, and healthcare. The $600 billion annual tax
gap subsidizes tax evaders. Infrastructure deterioration costs $1 trillion annually. The
investment case for these proposals is not merely defensible but affirmatively
compelling.©1

This document proposes the following fiscal discipline: revenue measures enacted
before or concurrent with spending measures; CBO scoring of each major program
before enactment; spending programs phased in leading with highest-return
investments; and five-year reviews against actual outcomes. This is not the fiscal
framework of a blank check. It is the fiscal framework of a serious, evidence-based,
long-term investment that treats the public's money with the respect it deserves.

Space Exploration & Scientific Research

Investment in science, research, and exploration is investment in the future. The
discoveries of today become the technologies, medicines, and solutions of tomorrow.
A nation that defunds scientific research in favor of short-term interests is a nation that
surrenders its future to others.“%

How:

Restore and increase federal funding for NASA, with a renewed commitment to space
exploration, planetary science, climate monitoring, and the long-term goal of
sustainable human presence beyond Earth. Establish public-private partnership
frameworks that leverage private sector innovation while ensuring that discoveries
made with public funding remain accessible to the public.“s

Increase federal investment in basic and applied scientific research through the
National Science Foundation and the National Institutes of Health, with funding
decisions guided by independent peer review rather than political considerations.“&
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PILLAR 8: ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT

The Earth does not belong to us; we belong to it. The choices we make today about
how we power our civilization, manage our natural resources, and respond to the
climate crisis will determine the world our children and grandchildren inherit. This is
not a partisan issue; it is a survival issue. The science is clear, the evidence is
undeniable, and the window for meaningful action is narrowing. At the same time, the
transition to a clean energy economy is not just an environmental imperative: it is one
of the greatest economic opportunities in American history, offering the potential for
millions of good-paying domestic jobs, reduced energy costs, enhanced national
security through energy independence, and American leadership in the industries that
will define the next century. We can protect our planet and grow our economy. These
goals are not in conflict; they are inseparable.

Climate Change & Environmental Policy

The scientific consensus on climate change is overwhelming, unambiguous, and has
been repeatedly confirmed by independent researchers across every relevant
discipline. Human activity, primarily the burning of fossil fuels, is driving unprecedented
changes in the Earth's climate with consequences that are already being felt in the
form of more frequent and severe weather events, rising sea levels, prolonged
droughts, and ecosystem collapse.®“s!

How:

Reaffirm and strengthen America's commitment to the Paris Climate Agreement,
working with international partners to raise ambition and ensure that global
temperature increases are limited to the levels necessary to avoid the most
catastrophic consequences of climate change.“s

Establish legally binding national carbon reduction targets with regular review and
accountability mechanisms, ensuring that progress is measurable, transparent, and
enforceable.®"

Restore and strengthen the Environmental Protection Agency's authority, funding, and
independence, ensuring that it is led by qualified environmental scientists and
professionals rather than political appointees with ties to the industries being
regulated.®se

Clean Energy Transition

The transition from fossil fuels to clean, renewable energy is both an environmental
necessity and an economic opportunity. Solar, wind, geothermal, hydroelectric, and
nuclear energy represent a diverse portfolio of clean energy sources capable of
meeting America's energy needs while dramatically reducing carbon emissions. The
question is not whether this transition will happen: it is whether America will lead it or
follow it.“e9
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How:

Dramatically increase federal investment in solar, offshore wind, onshore wind,
geothermal, and hydroelectric energy through direct funding, tax incentives, and
public-private partnerships. Set a national target for renewable energy as a percentage
of the electricity grid with binding milestones and accountability mechanisms.“

Invest in the research, development, and deployment of modern nuclear energy
technologies, including advanced fission reactors and fusion research, as part of a
comprehensive clean energy portfolio. Modern nuclear energy is safe, reliable, and
carbon-free, and has a critical role to play in providing baseload power during the
transition away from fossil fuels.®’1

Invest in modernizing the American energy grid to accommodate distributed
renewable energy generation, improve resilience against both physical and cyber
attacks, and reduce transmission losses."

Establish a responsible, phased transition away from fossil fuel dependency for energy
generation, heating, and industrial use, with support programs for workers and
communities whose livelihoods depend on fossil fuel industries. This transition must
be just: workers must not bear the cost of an energy transformation that benefits the
entire nation.

Consumer energy choices shall be guided by incentives rather than mandates. Tax
credits, rebates, and investment in clean energy infrastructure shall make clean
choices the economically attractive choice, without forcing consumers into decisions
they are not financially prepared to make.“

Coal Community Investment & Just Transition

The transition away from coal is not optional; it is already underway, driven by market
forces, falling renewable energy costs, and the unavoidable reality of climate change.
The question is not whether coal communities will transition but whether they will
transition with the support and investment of the federal government or be left to face
it alone. The men and women who powered this country for generations through
dangerous, physically demanding work in underground mines and processing facilities
deserve better than the choice between environmental destruction and economic
abandonment. And the communities built around coal deserve investment that
respects their history, honors their contribution, and builds a future their children can
stay for.“l

How:

Establish a Coal Community Transition Fund providing direct federal investment in
former and transitioning coal communities for infrastructure modernization, broadband
expansion, school renovation, healthcare facility construction, and community
development projects that create immediate employment while building long-term
economic foundations independent of coal extraction.“

Establish a Coal Miner Trade Retraining Program providing fully funded, paid
retraining for active and recently displaced coal miners in high-demand trades
including solar and wind energy installation and maintenance, electrical systems,
HVAC, construction, advanced manufacturing, and mine reclamation. Training
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programs shall be co-designed with unions, community colleges, and employers to
ensure that credentials lead directly to employment, and participants shall receive full
income replacement during training.“"

Address the stigma of transition directly and explicitly. Federal communications about
the coal transition shall acknowledge and honor the contribution of coal miners and
coal communities to American prosperity and shall frame retraining not as a
consolation prize for losing a way of life but as an investment in the next chapter of
communities with decades of industrial skill and work ethic to offer the clean energy
economy.F78l

Accelerate the cleanup and reclamation of abandoned mine sites under the Surface
Mining Control and Reclamation Act, prioritizing communities where legacy
contamination poses ongoing public health risks and where reclamation can create
immediate construction employment. Repurpose suitable former mine sites for
renewable energy development, advanced manufacturing, or conservation, in
partnership with local communities and with priority given to projects that employ
former miners.“79

Emissions & Environmental Standards

Reducing emissions from transportation, industry, and buildings is essential to meeting
climate targets and improving public health. Air and water pollution disproportionately
affect low-income communities and communities of color, making environmental
protection inseparable from the pursuit of economic and racial justice.s

How:

Establish and enforce progressively stricter vehicle emissions standards, pushing the
automotive industry toward cleaner technologies through regulation while incentivizing
consumer adoption of clean vehicles through tax credits and rebates.®s"

Restore and strengthen the Clean Air Act and Clean Water Act, reversing rollbacks
that have weakened protections for air and water quality across the country.“s2

Address environmental justice by prioritizing enforcement of environmental standards
in communities that bear disproportionate pollution burdens, and requiring
environmental impact assessments that specifically evaluate impacts on vulnerable
communities.

Public Lands & Natural Resources

America's public lands, national parks, forests, wildlife refuges, and wilderness areas,
are a national treasure that belongs to all Americans, present and future. They provide
irreplaceable ecological services, recreational opportunities, cultural and spiritual
value, and the preservation of biodiversity that is essential to the health of our
planet.r“s

How:

Strengthen protections for national parks, monuments, wilderness areas, and wildlife
refuges, reversing rollbacks that have opened protected lands to extractive industry.“l

79



Establish a national biodiversity strategy that identifies and protects critical
ecosystems, wildlife corridors, and endangered species habitats, recognizing that
biodiversity loss is a crisis parallel to climate change in its long-term consequences. !

Protect and restore America's wetlands, forests, and coastal ecosystems, which
provide critical carbon sequestration, flood protection, and biodiversity services."

PFAS, Microplastics & Toxic Chemical Regulation

Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances, known as PFAS or forever chemicals, are a class
of more than 12,000 synthetic compounds that do not break down in the environment
or the human body. They are present in the drinking water of an estimated 200 million
Americans, in the blood of virtually every American tested, and in environments
ranging from Arctic ice to the deepest ocean trenches. Exposure is associated with
cancer, thyroid disease, immune system disruption, reproductive harm, and
developmental disorders in children. They were used for decades in firefighting foam,
non-stick cookware, food packaging, and hundreds of industrial applications, often
with the full knowledge of manufacturers who suppressed evidence of their harm.

Microplastics, fragments of plastic smaller than five millimeters produced by the
breakdown of larger plastic items, have now been found in human blood, breast milk,
placentas, lung tissue, and brain tissue. The health consequences of microplastic
accumulation in human tissue are only beginning to be understood, but early evidence
suggests inflammatory, hormonal, and potentially carcinogenic effects. The
combination of PFAS contamination and microplastic accumulation represents a slow-
moving public health crisis of potentially enormous proportions that demands urgent
regulatory action.

How:

Establish federal maximum contaminant levels for PFAS compounds in drinking water,
food packaging, and soil at levels that protect public health based on current scientific
evidence, enforced through the Safe Drinking Water Act and the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act. Require PFAS
manufacturers and users to fund the remediation of PFAS contamination in drinking
water supplies, applying the polluter pays principle that underlies the Superfund
program. ol

Phase out the use of PFAS in all non-essential applications within a defined timeline,
beginning with food packaging, cookware, and consumer products where safer
alternatives exist, and extend the phase-out to industrial applications as alternatives
are developed. Establish a federal PFAS research program to accelerate the
development of safer alternatives and to build the scientific evidence base necessary
for comprehensive regulation.#"

Establish federal standards requiring the replacement of plastic food and beverage
containers with alternatives made from glass, stainless steel, or certified compostable
materials, beginning with single-use plastic food packaging that is most likely to leach
microplastics and chemical additives into food and beverages. Invest in the
development and commercial scaling of safe, sustainable packaging alternatives
through federal research grants and procurement preferences.“*2
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Environmental Justice & Frontline Communities

The communities that bear the greatest burden of environmental pollution in the United
States are not randomly distributed. They are disproportionately low-income,
disproportionately communities of color, and disproportionately located in the South
and in rural areas. Hazardous waste facilities, industrial plants, highways, and other
pollution sources are systematically sited in communities with the least political power
to resist them, producing concentrated environmental health burdens that compound
the other health disparities these communities already face. The children of Flint,
Michigan, who were poisoned by lead in their drinking water, are one of the most
visible examples of a pattern that is replicated in hundreds of communities across the
country with far less visibility.“*

How:

Establish environmental justice as a legally enforceable standard in all federal
environmental permitting decisions, requiring that environmental impact assessments
include cumulative burden analysis that accounts for existing pollution loads in
affected communities and that no new pollution source may be sited in a community
already bearing disproportionate environmental burden without explicit findings that
no less burdensome alternative exists. Provide communities with legal standing and
resources to challenge permitting decisions on environmental justice grounds.“*

Establish a federal Environmental Justice Remediation Fund that prioritizes cleanup
of contaminated sites in frontline communities, with community involvement in cleanup
planning and post-remediation land use decisions. Invest in lead pipe replacement,
drinking water infrastructure upgrades, and air quality monitoring in communities with
documented exposure to lead, particulate matter, and other priority pollutants at levels
that cause measurable health harm.=

Sustainable Agriculture & Food Systems

American agriculture is both a significant contributor to greenhouse gas emissions and
one of the sectors most vulnerable to the consequences of climate change.
Transforming our food system toward greater sustainability is essential both for
meeting climate goals and for ensuring the long-term resilience of America's food

supply.i !
How:

Invest in research and adoption of sustainable agricultural practices that reduce
emissions, improve soil health, conserve water, and maintain productivity, including
regenerative agriculture, precision farming, and reduced tillage practices.“’!

Reform federal agricultural subsidies to support sustainable farming practices and
diversified food production rather than the monoculture commodity crops that currently
dominate federal support.“l

Address the environmental impact of industrial animal agriculture through emissions
standards, waste management requirements, and incentives for more sustainable
protein production.“
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Animal Welfare & Factory Farming Reform

The industrial factory farming system that produces the majority of America's meat,
dairy, and eggs subjects billions of animals to conditions of severe and unnecessary
suffering, while simultaneously generating enormous environmental harm, public
health risks, and the conditions that drive antibiotic resistance. Reforming this system
is simultaneously an animal welfare imperative, an environmental imperative, and a
public health imperative.!

How:

Establish federal minimum animal welfare standards for all agricultural operations,
ensuring that animals raised for food are provided with conditions that meet their basic
behavioral and physiological needs.1

Phase out the most egregious factory farming practices, including gestation crates for
pigs, battery cages for laying hens, and veal crates for calves, that cause severe
suffering and have already been banned in numerous states and countries.

Address the public health threat posed by the routine use of antibiotics in industrial
animal agriculture through strict federal regulation limiting antibiotic use to the
treatment of diagnosed illness rather than routine growth promotion in overcrowded
conditions. %3

Domestic Climate Migration & Community Resilience

Climate change is already driving significant internal migration within the United
States, as sea level rise, increasing wildfire risk, extreme heat, and water scarcity
make some communities increasingly uninhabitable. Conservative estimates suggest
that tens of millions of Americans will face climate-driven displacement within the next
several decades. The federal government has no comprehensive framework for
managing this displacement, protecting the communities most at risk, or planning the
managed retreat that will be necessary in the most vulnerable locations. Addressing
this challenge requires both mitigation, reducing the emissions that drive climate
change, and adaptation, preparing communities to survive and in some cases relocate
as conditions change.®

How:

Establish a National Climate Resilience and Managed Retreat Fund that provides
resources for communities to assess their climate vulnerabilities, invest in resilience
infrastructure where feasible, and plan and execute managed retreat where continued
habitation becomes untenable. Ensure that managed retreat programs are voluntary,
fairly compensated, and designed to keep communities together rather than dispersing
them, recognizing that displacement that destroys community cohesion compounds
rather than solves the harm of climate disruption.o!

International Climate Commitments & the Paris Agreement

The Paris Agreement on climate change, signed by 196 nations, represents the most
comprehensive international effort in history to address the existential threat of climate
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change through coordinated national action. The United States has withdrawn from
and rejoined the agreement in alternating administrations, undermining American
credibility as a reliable partner in global climate action and creating enormous
instability in the international framework. Climate change does not respect election
cycles. The emission reductions required to avoid the worst outcomes must be
pursued continuously and predictably over decades. An American climate
commitment that is reversed with each change of administration is functionally no
commitment at all.i5e]

How:

Submit the Paris Agreement to the Senate for ratification as a treaty rather than leaving
it as an executive agreement, making withdrawal subject to the same two-thirds
Senate vote required to ratify. Establish domestic climate legislation that creates
binding, enforceable emission reduction targets, insulating American climate policy
from complete reversal by executive action alone and providing the business and
investment community with the long-term regulatory certainty necessary to drive the
clean energy transition.®”

Western Water Rights & the Coming Scarcity Crisis

The Colorado River, which supplies water to 40 million Americans across seven states
and two Mexican states, is running out of water. Lake Mead and Lake Powell, the two
largest reservoirs in the United States, have declined to historic lows. The 1922
Colorado River Compact was negotiated based on flow estimates that subsequent
science has shown were significantly overestimated, and climate change is further
reducing flows. The Ogallala Aquifer, which underlies eight Great Plains states and
provides water for roughly 30 percent of all groundwater used for irrigation in the
United States, is being depleted far faster than it is replenished. The coming water
scarcity crisis threatens agriculture, urban water supplies, and entire regional
economies and requires federal engagement at a scale that states and localities
cannot achieve alone.®o

How:

Establish a federal Western Water Compact Modernization Initiative that convenes the
seven Colorado River Compact states, tribal nations with water rights, Mexico, and
federal agencies to negotiate a updated framework for Colorado River water allocation
based on actual sustainable supply rather than the overestimated historical flows on
which the 1922 compact was based. Provide federal resources for water efficiency
infrastructure, recycled water systems, and demand reduction programs that reduce
the gap between current usage and sustainable supply.!

Water Security

Fresh water is among the most precious and most threatened natural resources on
Earth. Climate change is intensifying droughts, altering precipitation patterns, and
threatening the water supplies that American communities, agriculture, and industry
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depend on. Ensuring water security for all Americans is both an environmental and a
national security imperative.>

How:

Invest in water infrastructure modernization, including the replacement of lead pipes,
the rehabilitation of aging water treatment facilities, and the modernization of irrigation
systems that waste enormous quantities of fresh water.5"

Ensure that all Americans have access to clean, safe drinking water, addressing the
persistent failures of water infrastructure in low-income communities and communities
of color that have been documented from Flint, Michigan to Native American
reservations across the West.55'?

Nuclear Waste: America's Unresolved Crisis

The United States has accumulated approximately 90,000 metric tons of high-level
nuclear waste at commercial power plants and federal facilities across the country,
stored in temporary facilities that were never designed for permanent storage. The
Yucca Mountain repository, the only site ever formally evaluated for permanent
disposal, was effectively cancelled by political opposition despite billions of dollars of
investment and decades of scientific study. The result is a growing inventory of
extremely hazardous material with no permanent home, stored at over 100 sites in 35
states, creating ongoing security, environmental, and public health risks that will
persist for thousands of years.®"

How:

Restart the federal nuclear waste repository siting process with a scientifically
rigorous, geologically based evaluation of suitable sites that is insulated from the kind
of political interference that terminated the Yucca Mountain project. Establish a
Nuclear Waste Management Commission with independent scientific authority and a
dedicated funding mechanism that ensures the repository program cannot be
defunded for political reasons. Address the interim storage gap by investing in the
consolidation of nuclear waste into a smaller number of secure, state-of-the-art interim
storage facilities while the permanent repository process proceeds. "

Environmental Cleanup & Superfund Reform

Decades of industrial activity have left a toxic legacy across the American landscape,
in the form of Superfund sites, abandoned mines, contaminated waterways, and
polluted communities that bear the concentrated health consequences of a century of
under-regulated industrial pollution. The communities most affected by environmental
contamination are disproportionately low-income and communities of color, a pattern
of environmental injustice that demands urgent remediation.®*

How:

Dramatically increase funding for the Superfund program, addressing the massive
backlog of contaminated sites awaiting cleanup and accelerating the remediation of
sites that pose the greatest risks to human health and the environment.5!
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Strengthen the polluter pays principle through enhanced enforcement, expanded
liability provisions, and the elimination of bankruptcy and corporate restructuring
strategies that allow polluters to escape cleanup obligations."7

Prioritize environmental cleanup in communities that have borne disproportionate
pollution burdens, establishing an environmental justice screening framework that
directs remediation resources toward communities with the greatest need and the
most severe health impacts.©®

Plastic Pollution & Waste Management

Plastic pollution has become one of the most pervasive environmental challenges of
the modern era, contaminating oceans, waterways, soils, and even the human body
with microplastics whose long-term health consequences are only beginning to be
understood. The United States is one of the world's largest generators of plastic waste,
and the current system of voluntary corporate commitments and inadequate recycling
infrastructure has demonstrably failed to address the problem.5

How:

Establish federal regulations phasing out the production and sale of unnecessary
single-use plastic products for which viable, affordable alternatives exist, following the
model of successful bans already implemented in numerous states and countries. 2

Establish extended producer responsibility requirements for plastic packaging,
requiring manufacturers to take financial responsibility for the end-of-life management
of the plastic packaging they produce, creating powerful economic incentives for the
reduction of plastic packaging.©'

Invest in the modernization and expansion of America's recycling infrastructure,
addressing the chronic underfunding and fragmentation of recycling systems that has
resulted in low recycling rates and contamination of recycling streams.®>

Ocean Health & Marine Protection

America's oceans, stretching across three coastlines and encompassing some of the
most biologically diverse marine ecosystems on Earth, regulate the global climate,
generate a significant portion of the oxygen we breathe, support hundreds of billions
of dollars of economic activity, and sustain the livelihoods and cultural identities of
coastal communities across the country.2

How:

Establish a national ocean health strategy with legally binding targets for the protection
and restoration of marine ecosystems, including the expansion of marine protected
areas to cover at least 30 percent of American ocean waters by 2030.524

Strengthen federal fisheries management to ensure that all American fisheries are
managed sustainably, eliminating overfishing, rebuilding depleted fish stocks, and
ensuring that the fishing industry has a viable future.
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Address the threat of ocean acidification driven by the absorption of atmospheric
carbon dioxide through both domestic emissions reduction and international climate
diplomacy, recognizing that ocean acidification threatens the entire marine food web
and the coastal ecosystems that protect American shorelines.®2

Innovative Waste-to-Resource Technologies

One of the most powerful shifts in environmental thinking is the recognition that waste
is not an endpoint: it is a misplaced resource. Every ton of glass, rubber, plastic,
construction debris, or food waste that ends up in a landfill or polluting a waterway
represents both an environmental failure and a missed economic opportunity. The
technology to transform these waste streams into valuable resources already exists
and is being developed and refined by innovative companies and researchers across
the country.®527

How:

Invest in the development and deployment of glass pulverizing technology that grinds
recycled glass into fine, sand-like particles suitable for beach restoration, coastal
erosion mitigation, and other beneficial uses. America's beaches are disappearing at
an accelerating rate due to rising sea levels, increased storm intensity, and coastal
development. Glass-to-sand technology addresses both problems simultaneously,
turning a recycling liability into a coastal restoration asset.

Invest in the development and deployment of technologies that transform waste tires
into valuable materials including crumb rubber for road surfaces, playground
equipment, athletic tracks, and construction materials. Establish federal procurement
preferences for products incorporating recycled tire rubber.22]

Establish federal standards and incentives for the recycling and reuse of construction
and demolition waste, including concrete, steel, wood, drywall, and asphalt, which
constitutes one of the largest waste streams in the country. Require that federally
funded construction projects meet minimum recycled content and construction waste
diversion standards.

Invest in technologies and infrastructure that convert food waste into valuable
resources including compost, biogas, and animal feed. Establish federal food waste
reduction targets and invest in the infrastructure necessary to divert food waste from
landfills where it generates methane into productive uses.®

Establish a dedicated federal Waste-to-Resource Innovation Fund providing grants,
loans, and tax incentives for startups, research institutions, and established
companies developing innovative waste-to-resource technologies. Use the enormous
purchasing power of the federal government to create reliable markets for waste-
derived materials and products.:2
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PILLAR 9: JUSTICE & RECONCILIATION

A nation that does not honestly reckon with its past cannot build an equitable future.
America's history is one of extraordinary achievement and profound injustice: of ideals
that inspired the world and systems that betrayed those ideals for generations. The
path forward is not to erase that history or to be paralyzed by it, but to acknowledge it
honestly, make meaningful amends where possible, and build systems that deliver on
the promise of equal justice under law for every American regardless of race, gender,
religion, sexual orientation, disability, or background. Justice is not a zero-sum game.
Lifting up those who have been systematically excluded does not diminish anyone
else; it strengthens the entire nation. Reconciliation is not weakness. It is the most
demanding and most necessary work a society can undertake.

Diversity, Equity & Inclusion

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion initiatives exist because the playing field has never
been level. Systemic barriers in education, employment, housing, healthcare, and the
justice system have prevented millions of Americans from fully participating in the
opportunities that this nation promises. DEI is not about giving anyone an unfair
advantage. It is about identifying and dismantling the unfair disadvantages that have
been baked into our systems for generations.*

How:

Reinstate and strengthen DEI initiatives across all federal agencies and departments,
with clear goals, measurable outcomes, and accountability mechanisms.34

Require pay equity audits for all federal contractors and publicly traded corporations,
with public disclosure of findings and binding corrective action requirements for
organizations with documented pay disparities.®*

Protect DEI programs from political interference by establishing their legal foundation
in civil rights law rather than executive order, making them resistant to reversal by
future administrations. %!

Criminal Justice Reform

The United States incarcerates more people per capita than any other nation on Earth.
Our criminal justice system disproportionately impacts communities of color, low-
income communities, and people with mental iliness, reflecting not just individual
criminal behavior but the compounding effects of systemic inequality, inadequate
mental health treatment, and policies that have prioritized punishment over
rehabilitation. A just criminal justice system does not just punish; it rehabilitates,
restores, and prevents.>

How:

Eliminate mandatory minimum sentences for nonviolent offenses, restoring judicial
discretion and ensuring that sentences are proportional to the offense and the
individual circumstances of the offender. Review and commute existing sentences that
are disproportionate under reformed sentencing guidelines.’
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Dramatically reduce incarceration rates through sentencing reform, expanded
diversion programs, drug decriminalization for personal use quantities, and investment
in the community-based alternatives to incarceration that address the root causes of
criminal behavior.5!

Transform the purpose of incarceration from purely punitive to genuinely rehabilitative.
Every incarcerated individual shall have access to education, vocational training,
mental health treatment, and substance abuse recovery programs. Reentry programs
shall provide meaningful support for individuals leaving incarceration.

Phase out the use of private, for-profit prisons and detention facilities, recognizing that
the profit motive is fundamentally incompatible with the goals of justice, rehabilitation,
and humane treatment.1

Police Reform & Accountability

Law enforcement plays a vital and necessary role in maintaining public safety. The
vast majority of police officers serve their communities with professionalism and
dedication. But the documented pattern of excessive force, racial bias, and lack of
accountability that has characterized too many interactions between law enforcement
and communities of color represents a genuine crisis, of both justice and public trust.
Reform is not anti-police. It is pro-accountability, and accountability makes institutions
stronger.+

How:

Establish federal minimum standards for use of force by law enforcement, requiring
that force be used only as a last resort, be proportional to the threat, and prioritize de-
escalation at every opportunity. Ban chokeholds and no-knock raids except in the most
extreme circumstances.®#

Establish a national law enforcement misconduct registry to prevent officers who have
been dismissed for misconduct from simply moving to another jurisdiction. Require
body cameras for all officers engaged in field operations with mandatory retention
protocols and clear public release standards. >

Establish independent civilian oversight boards with real investigative authority and
the power to impose binding disciplinary recommendations in all jurisdictions receiving
federal law enforcement funding.®*

Redirect mental health crisis calls away from armed law enforcement response toward
trained mental health crisis teams, recognizing that armed officers are not the
appropriate first responder for mental health emergencies in most circumstances.*!

Native American Justice & Reconciliation

The United States was built on the displacement, dispossession, and systematic
destruction of the Native American peoples who inhabited this land for thousands of
years before European arrival. The treaties signed with Native nations were repeatedly
broken. The cultures, languages, and families of Native peoples were systematically
attacked through policies of forced assimilation that constitute cultural genocide.
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Acknowledging this history honestly and making meaningful amends is not just a moral
obligation; it is a prerequisite for genuine national reconciliation.’*"

How:

Establish a federal reparations program for Native American tribes and individuals,
developed in genuine partnership with tribal nations and grounded in honest
accounting of the historical and ongoing economic harms caused by federal policy.5

Develop a comprehensive framework, in partnership with tribal nations, for the return
of tribal lands that were taken in violation of treaties or through coercive or fraudulent
means. Where direct land return is not possible, establish equivalent compensation
mechanisms developed in partnership with affected tribes.*!

Invest significantly in Native American communities, addressing the chronic
underfunding of education, healthcare, housing, water infrastructure, and economic
development on tribal lands. >

Reaffirm and strengthen the federal government's recognition of tribal sovereignty as
a foundational principle of the government-to-government relationship between the
United States and federally recognized tribal nations. This means honoring treaty
obligations in full, consulting meaningfully with tribal governments before taking federal
actions that affect tribal lands or interests, supporting tribal self-governance and self-
determination in the administration of federal programs, and fully funding the Indian
Health Service, Bureau of Indian Education, and other federal trust obligations at
levels commensurate with treaty commitments and documented need.®s"

Black American Reparations

The enslavement of African Americans was not merely a historical injustice; it was the
foundational economic engine of American prosperity, built on the forced,
uncompensated labor of millions of human beings who were legally classified as
property. The formal end of slavery did not end the systematic economic and social
oppression of Black Americans; it was followed by a century of Jim Crow laws, convict
leasing, redlining, discriminatory exclusion from New Deal programs, Gl Bill benefits,
and federally subsidized homeownership opportunities that built the white middle class
while systematically excluding Black Americans. The wealth gap between Black and
white Americans today is not an accident; it is the direct, measurable, compounding
consequence of centuries of deliberate government-sanctioned theft of Black labor,
wealth, land, and opportunity.2

How:

Establish a federal Commission on Reparations for Black Americans, composed of
historians, economists, legal scholars, community representatives, and descendants
of enslaved people, tasked with conducting a comprehensive study of the economic
and social impacts of slavery, Jim Crow, and subsequent discriminatory federal
policies on Black Americans and their descendants.>

Address the specific harms caused by identifiable federal policies, including the
discriminatory administration of New Deal programs, the Gl Bill, and federally backed
mortgage programs, through targeted remediation programs directed at the
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descendants of those who were explicitly excluded from these wealth-building
opportunities.

Acknowledge formally and officially through congressional resolution and presidential
proclamation the federal government's direct role in the establishment, perpetuation,
and defense of slavery and the subsequent system of racial apartheid that denied
Black Americans the full rights of citizenship for a century after emancipation.ss

LGBTQ+ Rights & Protections

Every American, regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity, deserves the full
protection of the law and the full enjoyment of the rights and opportunities that this
nation promises. Discrimination against LGBTQ+ Americans in employment, housing,
healthcare, and public accommodations is not a religious freedom; it is a civil rights
violation that has no place in a just society.®

How:

Pass and enforce comprehensive federal civil rights protections for LGBTQ+
Americans, explicitly prohibiting discrimination in employment, housing, healthcare,
education, and public accommodations.s7!

Protect the right of transgender Americans to access medically necessary healthcare,
including the right of transgender youth to receive appropriate medical care with the
support of their parents and medical providers, free from government interference.®

Prohibit conversion therapy for minors nationwide, recognizing it as a discredited and
harmful practice that causes lasting psychological damage.®

Women's Rights & Reproductive Justice

Women's rights are human rights. The right of every woman to make decisions about
her own body, health, and future is fundamental to her dignity, autonomy, and equal
participation in society. The rollback of reproductive rights represents a profound
assault on women's freedom and must be reversed and permanently protected.=

How:

Codify the right to abortion into federal law, establishing a clear and enforceable
national standard that protects women's access to reproductive healthcare regardless
of the state in which they live.r51

Address the maternal mortality crisis, which disproportionately impacts Black women,
through investment in maternal healthcare, implicit bias training for medical providers,
and expanded Medicaid coverage for postpartum care. >

Ensure universal access to contraception, reproductive healthcare, and
comprehensive sex education, recognizing that prevention is both more humane and
more effective than prohibition.=s

Strengthen protections against workplace discrimination, sexual harassment, and
gender-based violence, with robust enforcement mechanisms and meaningful
penalties for violations.54
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Sexual Assault Laws & Enforcement Reform

Sexual assault is among the most underreported, underprosecuted, and inadequately
addressed crimes in America. Estimates consistently show that the majority of sexual
assaults are never reported to law enforcement, that a fraction of reported assaults
result in arrest, and that an even smaller fraction result in conviction. Hundreds of
thousands of rape kits sit untested in evidence storage facilities across the country,
representing both a failure of justice for survivors and a documented public safety risk
as serial offenders remain unidentified. The system’s failures are not primarily the
result of insufficient laws; they are the result of inadequate resources, institutional
cultures that discourage reporting, and legal frameworks that place excessive
evidentiary burdens on survivors.©s

How:

Establish and fully fund a National Rape Kit Backlog Elimination Program, requiring
that all previously collected and untested rape kits be processed within five years, and
mandating that all newly collected rape kits be tested within 120 days of collection.
Provide federal grants to state and local law enforcement agencies to fund the
personnel, laboratory capacity, and technology necessary to meet these timelines.rs!

Reform statute of limitations laws for sexual assault at the federal level and incentivize
equivalent reform at the state level, recognizing that survivors often do not disclose
assaults for years or decades due to trauma, shame, fear of disbelief, and the
documented psychological effects of sexual violence. Civil and criminal statutes of
limitations for sexual assault shall reflect the reality of trauma response rather than
administrative convenience.

Establish mandatory specialized training in trauma-informed investigation and
prosecution techniques for all law enforcement officers and prosecutors who handle
sexual assault cases, replacing investigation approaches that have historically
discouraged reporting and increased the re-traumatization of survivors.ss

Extend and strengthen the Violence Against Women Act, expanding its protections to
all survivors regardless of gender, sexual orientation, immigration status, or tribal
membership, ensuring that federal law enforcement tools and resources are available
to every survivor in every community.

Reform military sexual assault prosecution by removing the adjudication of sexual
assault cases entirely from the chain of command, placing prosecution decisions in
the hands of independent military prosecutors with no reporting relationship to the
accused’s commanding officer. This reform, long advocated by survivors and military
justice experts, addresses the fundamental conflict of interest that has allowed sexual
assault to remain pervasive in the military.®"

Disability Rights

Americans with disabilities deserve full participation in every aspect of public life, in
employment, education, transportation, healthcare, and civic engagement. The
Americans with Disabilities Act established important protections, but enforcement has
been uneven and the needs of the disability community continue to outpace the
systems designed to serve them."
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How:

Strengthen enforcement of the ADA and related legislation, with increased funding for
the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission and the Department of Justice's Civil
Rights Division.r7

Invest in accessible infrastructure, transportation, and public facilities to ensure that
Americans with disabilities can participate fully in public life.r7

Expand access to home and community-based services that allow Americans with
disabilities to live independently and with dignity rather than in institutional settings.®

Ensure that healthcare systems fully address the needs of Americans with disabilities,
including coverage for assistive technologies, therapies, and specialized care. Include
disability representation and perspective in all policy development processes.5”!

Prison Conditions, Solitary Confinement & Juvenile Justice

The United States incarcerates more people in absolute terms than any other nation
on Earth and more per capita than all but a handful of the world's most authoritarian
states. The conditions in which those people are held are, in too many cases, a second
punishment layered on top of the sentence itself: overcrowding, inadequate medical
and mental health care, endemic violence, and the use of solitary confinement for
periods that international human rights law classifies as torture. These conditions are
not the result of resource scarcity; they are the result of political choices that treat the
humane treatment of incarcerated people as a low priority. They also produce worse
outcomes: people released from inhumane conditions are more likely, not less, to
reoffend.l

How:

Prohibit the use of solitary confinement for more than fifteen consecutive days for any
incarcerated person and ban it entirely for juveniles, pregnant individuals, and people
with serious mental iliness, consistent with the United Nations Nelson Mandela Rules.
Establish federal minimum standards for prison conditions, healthcare, and mental
health treatment that apply to all facilities holding federal detainees including private
prisons under federal contract.5""

Establish a comprehensive juvenile justice reform framework that raises the minimum
age for adult prosecution to eighteen in all circumstances, prohibits the incarceration
of juveniles in adult facilities, and mandates the use of restorative justice, diversion,
and community-based alternatives to incarceration for all but the most serious juvenile
offenses. The research is unambiguous: prosecuting and incarcerating young people
as adults increases recidivism and destroys life prospects without improving public
safety.

Address the wrongful conviction crisis by establishing federal standards for post-
conviction review, expanding access to DNA testing for incarcerated individuals who
assert innocence, and requiring that prosecutors who engage in documented
misconduct face professional consequences including disbarment. Establish a
National Innocence Commission tasked with identifying and remedying systemic
causes of wrongful conviction including eyewitness misidentification, false
confessions, junk science, and prosecutorial misconduct.!
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Reentry, Civil Rights Restoration & the Second Chance

The United States imposes an extensive system of collateral consequences on people
with criminal records that extends far beyond the sentence imposed by the court.
These consequences, which include barriers to employment, housing, professional
licensing, federal student aid, public housing, food assistance, and voting, amount to
a second punishment that follows people for the rest of their lives long after they have
served their legal sentence. More than 70 million Americans have a criminal record of
some kind. The systematic exclusion of this population from full economic and civic
participation is not only unjust; it is counterproductive, as it dramatically increases the
likelihood of recidivism by making it nearly impossible for returning citizens to meet
their basic needs through legitimate means.

How:

Establish a comprehensive Clean Slate Act providing for the automatic sealing or
expungement of criminal records for non-violent offenses after a defined period of law-
abiding conduct following the completion of sentence, removing the barrier of the
criminal record from people who have demonstrated rehabilitation without requiring
them to navigate a complex petition process. Abolish the federal ban on SNAP and
public housing assistance for people with drug convictions, and restore eligibility for
federal student aid for all formerly incarcerated individuals."

Department of Justice Reform

The Department of Justice must be and must be seen to be independent: an institution
that applies the law equally to all Americans regardless of wealth, power, or political
affiliation. When the DOJ is politicized, weaponized against political opponents, or
shielded from accountability, the entire foundation of equal justice under law is
undermined.#?

How:

Establish statutory protections for the independence of the Attorney General and the
DOJ from direct presidential interference in specific investigations or prosecutions,
codifying the norms of prosecutorial independence that have been eroded in recent
years.

Reform prosecutorial conduct standards, establishing clear accountability
mechanisms for prosecutors who engage in misconduct including withholding
exculpatory evidence, making false statements, or engaging in discriminatory charging
decisions.5

Strengthen the DOJ's Civil Rights Division with increased funding, staffing, and a
renewed mandate to actively investigate and prosecute civil rights violations, voting
rights suppression, and hate crimes.s

Establish an independent Inspector General for the DOJ with enhanced authority to
investigate allegations of political interference, prosecutorial misconduct, and civil
rights violations within the department.
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Ensure that the equal application of the law is not just a principle but a practice: that
no individual, regardless of wealth, political power, or connections, is above the law or
immune from accountability for their actions."

Anti-Asian Discrimination & Hate Crime Protections

Anti-Asian hate crimes increased by more than 150 percent in major American cities
during the COVID-19 pandemic, driven in part by the deliberate use of racially
inflammatory language by political leaders to characterize the virus as foreign and
Asian in origin. The surge of violence against Asian Americans exposed the persistent
vulnerability of Asian American communities to scapegoating, discrimination, and
violence, as well as the chronic undercounting of anti-Asian hate crimes due to
underreporting and inconsistent law enforcement tracking. Asian Americans are the
fastest-growing racial group in the United States and have faced discrimination
embedded in American law and practice since the first Chinese Exclusion Act of
1882.15%8)

How:

Fully implement and fund the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act, including the establishment
of the online hate crime reporting system and the deployment of additional DOJ
resources for anti-Asian hate crime investigation and prosecution. Mandate consistent
federal standards for hate crime tracking and reporting that capture anti-Asian
incidents with the same rigor applied to other categories of hate crime, and invest in
community-based organizations serving Asian American communities in prevention,
reporting, and victim support.re]

Anti-Semitism, Islamophobia & Religious Discrimination

The United States was founded on the principle of religious freedom: the radical idea
that government has no business dictating the faith of its citizens or discriminating on
the basis of religious belief. Yet anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, and discrimination
against other religious minorities remain persistent and in recent years growing threats
to the safety, dignity, and equal citizenship of millions of Americans.*!

How:

Strengthen federal hate crime laws to ensure that religiously motivated violence and
harassment are prosecuted vigorously, and invest in security grants for religious
institutions including synagogues, mosques, churches, temples, and other houses of
worship that face documented threats.®"

Mandate anti-bias and religious tolerance education in public schools as part of the
Critical Human Rights Theory framework outlined in Pillar 4, ensuring that every
American child grows up with an understanding of and respect for the diversity of
religious traditions that make up the American mosaic.*
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Puerto Rico Statehood & The Forgotten Americans of U.S.
Territories

The United States governs five permanently inhabited territories: Puerto Rico, Guam,
the U.S. Virgin Islands, American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands. Approximately 3.6 million American citizens and nationals live in
these territories, pay federal taxes, serve in the United States military at rates that
frequently exceed those of the fifty states, and are subject to federal law in all its
dimensions. Yet they have no voting representation in Congress, cannot vote for
president, and exist in a constitutional status that the Supreme Court described in the
Insular Cases of the early twentieth century using the explicit language of colonialism.
Puerto Rico alone has been an American territory for more than 125 years — longer
than many of the fifty states have existed — and its 3.2 million citizens remain without
full democratic representation. This is not a peripheral issue. It is a fundamental
democratic deficit at the heart of the American system, and it demands a structural
remedy.5%

How:

Conduct a federally administered, binding referendum on Puerto Rico’s political status,
offering clearly defined options including statehood, independence, and enhanced
commonwealth status, ensuring that the process is transparent, well-informed, and
genuinely reflective of the will of the Puerto Rican people. Congress shall commit in
advance to honor the result.©

Address the legacy of federal policies that have contributed to Puerto Rico’s economic
challenges, including the Jones Act shipping restrictions that artificially raise the cost
of goods on the island, and invest in targeted infrastructure, education, healthcare,
and economic diversification. Extend Medicaid equity and Social Security equity to
Puerto Rico regardless of the outcome of the status referendum, because these are
rights that flow from citizenship, not from statehood.®!

Extend full voting representation in Congress to the residents of all permanently
inhabited U.S. territories, either through statehood for those territories that choose it,
free association with full citizenship rights, or a new territorial representation
framework developed in genuine partnership with the people of each territory through
free and fair self-determination processes. No American who bears the obligations of
citizenship should be denied the rights of citizenship.

Extend presidential voting rights to all U.S. citizens residing in territories, recognizing
that the commander in chief who sends territorial residents to war should be
accountable to their votes. Eliminate Jones Act shipping restrictions that raise the cost
of goods in all island territories and compound the economic disadvantages that
territorial status already imposes.»"

Gun Violence as a Public Health Issue

Gun violence Kkills tens of thousands of Americans every year through homicide,
suicide, domestic violence, mass shootings, and accidental discharge. It is the leading
cause of death for American children and adolescents. It costs the American economy
hundreds of billions of dollars annually in healthcare costs, lost productivity, and
criminal justice expenditures. And yet it has been treated as an intractable political

95



problem rather than what it actually is: a preventable public health crisis that demands
the same evidence-based, data-driven response that we apply to every other major
cause of preventable death. The specifics of gun reform policy are addressed
comprehensively in Pillar 11; this section establishes the public health framework
through which gun violence must be understood and addressed.®

How:

Formally designate gun violence as a public health crisis, directing the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention to conduct and fund comprehensive research into the
causes, patterns, and prevention of gun violence.®*

Establish a National Gun Violence Research Institute with dedicated, permanent
funding to build the evidence base necessary for effective gun violence prevention
policy, drawing on the models of successful public health research programs that have
dramatically reduced deaths from motor vehicles, tobacco, and other preventable
causes. 5

Integrate gun violence prevention into the public health infrastructure through hospital-
based violence intervention programs, community violence interruption programs, and
the training of healthcare providers to identify and respond to gun violence risk
factors. o1
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PILLAR 10: IMMIGRATION

America is a nation of immigrants. With the exception of Native Americans, every
person in this country is either an immigrant or a descendant of immigrants, whether
they arrived on the Mayflower, in the hold of a slave ship, through Ellis Island, across
the Rio Grande, or on a flight from Lagos or Manila. Immigration is not a threat to the
American identity; it is the American identity. The question is never whether America
should be a nation of immigrants, but how we manage that reality with humanity,
fairness, security, and fidelity to the values we claim to hold. A broken immigration
system serves no one: not American citizens, not immigrants, not the economy, and
not the rule of law. Fixing it requires honesty, courage, and a willingness to reject both
the cruelty of mass deportation and the chaos of unmanaged borders. We can have
secure borders and be a humane nation. These are not opposing goals; they are
complementary ones.

A Humane & Just Immigration Framework

Immigration policy must be grounded in the recognition that the vast majority of people
who come to America, whether through legal channels or out of desperation, are
human beings seeking safety, opportunity, and a better life for their families. They are
not invaders. They are not criminals. They are people, and they deserve to be treated
as such regardless of their legal status. At the same time, a functioning democracy
requires a functioning immigration system: one with clear rules, fair processes, and
consistent enforcement that respects both the law and human dignity.s°

How:

Establish a comprehensive immigration reform framework developed through genuine
bipartisan cooperation, input from affected communities, and grounded in both security
requirements and humanitarian obligations.©>

Ensure that all immigration policies and enforcement actions comply with domestic
and international law, including the 1951 Refugee Convention and its protocols, which
the United States helped draft and is obligated to uphold.o

Border Security

Secure borders are a legitimate and necessary component of national sovereignty.
Border security and humanitarian treatment are not mutually exclusive; it is entirely
possible to maintain effective border security while treating every individual
encountered at the border with dignity and in accordance with the law. The
militarization of the border and the deliberate use of cruelty as a deterrent are not
security strategies; they are moral failures that have not demonstrably reduced
unauthorized immigration while causing immeasurable human suffering.

How:

Invest in smart, technology-driven border security that maximizes effectiveness while
minimizing the need for large-scale physical infrastructure. This includes advanced
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surveillance technology, sensor networks, and data-driven deployment of border
personnel.©l

Increase funding for ports of entry, the primary point of entry for both unauthorized
immigrants and the vast majority of drug smuggling, ensuring adequate staffing,
technology, and processing capacity.’"”

Address the root causes of migration from Central America and other source regions
through targeted foreign aid, diplomatic engagement, and support for good
governance, economic development, and security in sending countries. Stopping
migration at the source is more effective and more humane than stopping it at the
border.oe]

End the use of cruelty, including family separation, inhumane detention conditions,
and illegal pushbacks, as immigration deterrence. These practices violate American
law, international obligations, and basic human decency, and have been
demonstrated to be ineffective as deterrents.

Asylum & Refugee Protection

The right to seek asylum is enshrined in international law and American statute.
People fleeing persecution, violence, and life-threatening conditions have a legal right
to present themselves at the border and request protection. Denying that right,
criminalizing asylum seekers, or using procedural barriers to make asylum effectively
inaccessible are violations of both the law and America's most fundamental values.®

How:

Restore and strengthen the asylum system, ensuring that all individuals who present
themselves at the border have a fair and timely opportunity to have their claims heard
by qualified immigration judges.©'

Dramatically increase the number of immigration judges and support staff to eliminate
the massive backlog of asylum cases that currently leaves applicants waiting years for
resolution, often in legal limbo and without the ability to work legally.©'

Increase the annual refugee admissions ceiling to levels commensurate with global
refugee needs and America's historical commitment to refugee protection.©

Pathways to Legal Status

Millions of people live and work in the United States without legal status, contributing
to their communities, paying taxes, raising American-born children, and building lives
over decades. The existence of this large undocumented population is not primarily
the result of individual lawbreaking; it is the result of a legal immigration system so
broken, so backlogged, and so inadequate to the actual demand for immigration that
millions of people have had no viable legal pathway available to them. Addressing this
reality requires both enforcement and compassion.©

How:
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Provide a permanent legislative solution for DACA recipients and Dreamers,
individuals who were brought to this country as children and have grown up as
Americans in every meaningful sense. These individuals deserve a clear and
accessible pathway to permanent legal status and citizenship.©*!

Establish a pathway to legal status for undocumented individuals who have lived in
the United States for a significant period, have no serious criminal history, and have
demonstrated ties to their communities. This is not amnesty; it is a practical and
humane recognition of reality.

Restore and strengthen family reunification as a cornerstone of legal immigration
policy, and comprehensively review and reform the visa system to ensure that it is
responsive to actual immigration needs and reduces bureaucratic barriers to legal
immigration.©”

Birthright Citizenship & the Fourteenth Amendment

The Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution is unambiguous: all
persons born or naturalized in the United States and subject to the jurisdiction thereof
are citizens of the United States. Birthright citizenship is not a policy choice. It is a
constitutional right that has been recognized by every court to consider the question
and affirmed by more than 150 years of legal precedent. Attempts to end birthright
citizenship by executive order are not merely unconstitutional; they represent a direct
assault on the Fourteenth Amendment, which was ratified specifically to ensure that
the government could never again create a class of people born on American soil who
are denied the rights of citizenship. The Fourteenth Amendment was written with that
history in mind, and any attempt to circumvent it must be recognized and treated as
the constitutional crisis that it is.©

How:

Pass federal legislation explicitly affirming the birthright citizenship guarantee of the
Fourteenth Amendment, codifying in statute what the Constitution already requires,
and establishing that no executive order, regulation, or agency guidance may be used
to deny citizenship to any person born on American soil. Establish expedited judicial
review procedures for any executive action that purports to limit or condition birthright
citizenship, with automatic injunctive relief pending final judicial resolution.®

Due Process in Immigration Enforcement & Limits on Military
Deployment

Immigration enforcement that bypasses due process, deports American citizens and
legal permanent residents, and uses military resources for domestic law enforcement
is not merely a policy disagreement. It is a constitutional crisis. The Fifth Amendment
guarantees that no person shall be deprived of liberty without due process of law. The
Posse Comitatus Act prohibits the use of the military for domestic law enforcement.
The deportation of people to third countries without legal process, the detention of
American citizens in immigration facilities, and the deployment of military units to
participate in immigration enforcement operations are not aggressive immigration
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enforcement. They are violations of constitutional rights that no administration is
authorized to commit.s20

How:

Establish statutory requirements that all immigration enforcement operations comply
with Fourth and Fifth Amendment protections, including the right to a hearing before
an immigration judge prior to removal, the right to counsel in removal proceedings for
any person who asserts a claim to citizenship or legal status, and the prohibition on
removal to any country where the individual faces a credible risk of persecution,
torture, or death. Explicitly prohibit the use of military personnel in domestic
immigration enforcement operations except as expressly authorized by Congress.©21

Establish an independent Immigration Enforcement Oversight Board with authority to
investigate complaints of constitutional violations in immigration enforcement
operations, to compel the production of records from ICE and CBP, and to recommend
disciplinary action for officers who violate constitutional rights. Require body camera
use by all immigration enforcement officers during enforcement operations and
mandate the preservation of footage for all operations resulting in detention or
removal.??

Immigration enforcement must be conducted in accordance with the law, with respect
for human dignity, and with full protection of the due process rights that the Constitution
guarantees to all persons on American soil, not just citizens. Enforcement that targets
law-abiding long-term residents, separates families, and operates without judicial
oversight is not the rule of law; it is the abuse of power.52]

Refocus immigration enforcement resources on individuals who pose genuine public
safety threats, rather than the mass deportation of long-term residents, asylum
seekers, and individuals with no criminal history beyond their immigration status.24

Guarantee due process rights for all individuals subject to immigration enforcement,
including the right to a hearing before an immigration judge, the right to legal
representation, and the right to appeal removal orders.

End the practice of family separation as an immigration enforcement tool, recognizing
it as a form of cruel and unusual punishment that causes lasting trauma to children
and families.®

Integration & Citizenship

Immigration does not end at the border. The successful integration of immigrants into
American society, economically, socially, and civically, is essential both for the
wellbeing of immigrants themselves and for the communities that receive them.
America has a long and largely successful history of absorbing and integrating waves
of immigration, and the institutions and programs that support integration deserve
sustained investment.?7!

How:

Invest in English language learning programs, citizenship preparation courses, and
civic integration resources that help immigrants become full participants in American
society.52
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Protect the right to citizenship by birth as guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment,
rejecting any attempt to limit or eliminate birthright citizenship through executive action
or legislation.©>

Address the exploitation of immigrant workers, documented and undocumented, by
strengthening labor law enforcement and protecting the right of immigrant workers to
report violations without fear of deportation.©:

H-1B Visa Reform & Skilled Worker Immigration

The H-1B visa program was established with a legitimate and important purpose,
allowing American employers to hire foreign nationals with specialized skills in fields
where domestic talent is scarce. In practice, however, the program has been
systematically abused by large corporations and outsourcing firms that use it not to fill
genuine talent gaps but to replace American workers with cheaper foreign labor,
undermining wages and working conditions in the very fields the program was
designed to support.©1

How:

Establish a genuine prevailing wage requirement for H-1B workers that reflects actual
market wages for the relevant occupation and geographic area, eliminating the wage
floors that currently allow employers to pay H-1B workers significantly below market
rates.c

Reform the H-1B lottery system to prioritize the highest-skilled and highest-wage
positions, representing genuine specialized expertise not available in the domestic
labor market, over the high-volume, lower-wage positions that currently dominate the
program.

Create clear, accessible pathways to permanent residency and citizenship for H-1B
workers who have made genuine, long-term contributions to American innovation and
economic competitiveness. s34

International Students

International students make enormous contributions to American universities,
research institutions, and the broader economy, bringing diverse perspectives, filling
critical graduate and research positions, generating billions of dollars in economic
activity, and in many cases going on to found companies, make discoveries, and
create jobs that benefit the entire country. At the same time, the international student
visa system has created vulnerabilities to exploitation, fraud, and abuse, including
diploma mills that exploit international students for visa fees without providing genuine
education. !

How:

Streamline and modernize the international student visa process, reducing
bureaucratic barriers and processing delays that deter the world's best students from
choosing American universities, recognizing that competition for global talent is
intense and that America cannot afford to make itself an unwelcoming destination.©
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Establish clear, accessible pathways for international students who graduate from
American universities in high-demand fields to transition to work authorization and
ultimately permanent residency, capturing the investment that American universities
have made in their education rather than forcing them to take their skills elsewhere.

Protect international students from exploitation by fraudulent educational institutions,
including diploma mills, through rigorous accreditation standards, enhanced oversight
of student visa sponsoring institutions, and robust enforcement against fraudulent
operators. Ensure that international students have full access to legal protections
against exploitation by employers, landlords, and others who prey on their
vulnerability.©

Invest in programs that connect international students with American communities,
industries, and research institutions, maximizing the mutual benefits of international
student exchange and building the person-to-person relationships that strengthen
America's global relationships and soft power.©

Stateless Persons & Special Immigration Circumstances

Among the most vulnerable people in the world are those who are stateless, people
who are not recognized as nationals by any country and who therefore exist in a legal
limbo that denies them the most basic protections of citizenship anywhere.
Statelessness can result from discrimination, the dissolution of states, gaps in
nationality laws, or the circumstance of birth in no-man's-land between legal systems.
The United States has a humanitarian obligation to address statelessness both
domestically and through international leadership.

How:

Accede to the 1954 Convention Relating to the Status of Stateless Persons and the
1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness, establishing a clear legal
framework for the identification and protection of stateless persons in the United
States. Establish a formal statelessness determination procedure that allows
individuals who may be stateless to have their status formally assessed.®

Develop special immigration provisions for individuals fleeing climate-related
displacement, a category of forced migration that international refugee law does not
currently address but that is expected to affect hundreds of millions of people in coming
decades, establishing America as a leader in developing the legal frameworks
necessary to address this emerging humanitarian challenge.®2

Establish clear immigration provisions for victims of human trafficking who have been
brought to the United States against their will, ensuring they are treated as victims
rather than violators of immigration law and have access to the legal status, support
services, and protection they need to rebuild their lives.©5+

Establish a clear pathway to permanent residency for long-term TPS holders who have
built lives, families, and careers in the United States, recognizing that individuals who
have lived here for decades under repeatedly extended temporary protected status
deserve a durable solution.®5
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Immigration Court Reform

The immigration court system is in a state of profound crisis. A backlog of millions of
cases means that individuals wait years, sometimes more than a decade, for their
cases to be heard, living in legal limbo without the ability to fully work, travel, or plan
their lives. Immigration judges are overwhelmed, under-resourced, and subject to
political pressure that compromises their independence. The result is a system that
delivers neither justice nor efficiency.®

How:

Dramatically increase the number of immigration judges and support staff, with the
goal of reducing the case backlog to a level that allows cases to be heard within a
reasonable timeframe, no more than one year from filing for straightforward cases.®

Establish the immigration court system as a truly independent Article | court, removing
it from the Department of Justice and insulating immigration judges from political
pressure and executive branch interference in individual case outcomes. "]

Ensure that all individuals appearing before immigration courts have access to legal
representation, recognizing that the complexity of immigration law makes meaningful
due process impossible without counsel.s

Refugee Admissions & America's Humanitarian Tradition

The United States Refugee Admissions Program, established by the Refugee Act of
1980, is the world's largest and most established resettlement program. It represents
one of the clearest expressions of American values: the belief that people fleeing
persecution, violence, and genocide deserve a chance at safety and that the most
powerful nation on Earth has both the capacity and the obligation to provide it. The
near-elimination of refugee admissions through administrative action, reducing the
annual ceiling to as low as 18,000, is not a national security measure. Refugees are
the most thoroughly vetted immigrants who enter the United States, subject to security
screening that can take two years or more. The reduction in refugee admissions is a
choice about American values, and it is the wrong choice.

How:

Restore the annual refugee admissions ceiling to at least 125,000 per year and work
toward expanding it further in recognition of the scale of global displacement, which
has reached record levels driven by climate change, conflict, and persecution. Invest
in the refugee resettlement infrastructure, including the network of voluntary agencies
and state and local resettlement offices, that was systematically dismantled during
periods of reduced admissions and that cannot be quickly rebuilt.©

Reaffirm American leadership in international refugee protection through active
participation in the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees resettlement
program, bilateral cooperation with allies on burden-sharing, and advocacy for
improved conditions in countries of first asylum. The United States cannot credibly
claim global leadership while turning away those who need protection most. Restore
and fully fund the State Department's Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration
to the staffing levels necessary to administer a robust admissions program.©
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PILLAR 11: GUN REFORM

The Second Amendment is part of the Constitution of the United States, and the right
of law-abiding Americans to keep and bear arms is a right that this document respects
and upholds. This is not a pillar about taking guns away from responsible, law-abiding
citizens. It is a pillar about the simple, undeniable, and morally urgent reality that the
United States suffers from a level of gun violence that is without parallel in the
developed world, and that this violence is not inevitable, not acceptable, and not
beyond our ability to address. Tens of thousands of Americans die from gun violence
every year. It is the leading cause of death for American children and adolescents.
Mass shootings have become so routine that they barely register in the national
consciousness before the next one occurs. Other developed nations have faced
similar challenges and addressed them through sensible, evidence-based policy
without eliminating civilian gun ownership. We can do the same. The question is not
whether we value the Second Amendment; we do. The question is whether we value
the lives of our children, our families, and our communities enough to do what the
evidence tells us works. The answer must be yes.

Universal Background Checks

The single most basic, common-sense, and broadly supported gun reform in America
is the universal background check: the requirement that every gun sale, regardless of
where it occurs or who is selling, be subject to the same background check required
of licensed dealers. Currently, the gun show loophole and private sale exemption allow
millions of firearms to change hands every year without any background check
whatsoever, providing easy access to weapons for people who are legally prohibited
from owning them. There is no legitimate argument for this loophole. It serves no
purpose beyond making it easier for dangerous people to obtain deadly weapons.s1

How:

Pass federal legislation requiring that every firearm sale or transfer, including sales at
gun shows, private sales between individuals, and online sales, be conducted through
a federally licensed dealer and subject to a National Instant Criminal Background
Check System check, with no exceptions beyond narrow circumstances such as
transfers between immediate family members.©52

Strengthen the NICS database by requiring that all relevant records, including mental
health adjudications, domestic violence convictions, drug offenses, and other
disqualifying factors, be reported to the system completely and promptly, closing the
data gaps that have allowed prohibited persons to pass background checks due to
incomplete records. 53

Establish a maximum processing time for background checks with a clear protocol for
cases that cannot be resolved within that timeframe that does not default to automatic
approval, addressing the Charleston loophole that allowed the 2015 Charleston church
shooter to purchase a firearm because his background check was not completed
within three business days.©
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Red Flag Laws & Crisis Intervention

Red flag laws, also known as Extreme Risk Protection Orders, allow family members,
law enforcement, and in some states other designated individuals to petition a court
to temporarily remove firearms from a person who is demonstrating signs of imminent
danger to themselves or others. These laws have been demonstrated to reduce gun
suicides and have been used to prevent potential mass shootings in documented
cases. They represent a targeted, due-process-based intervention that keeps guns
out of the hands of dangerous individuals while respecting the rights of law-abiding
gun owners. 559l

How:

Establish a federal baseline red flag law that sets minimum standards for Extreme Risk
Protection Orders, while allowing states to adopt stronger provisions, ensuring that
this life-saving tool is available in every state regardless of state-level political
dynamics. 5l

Ensure that all red flag laws include robust due process protections, including notice,
the right to a hearing, and the right to legal representation, so that firearms are
removed only when there is genuine evidence of imminent danger and the rights of
individuals who do not pose a danger are fully protected. "

Complement red flag laws with robust crisis intervention programs, including mobile
mental health crisis teams, crisis hotlines, and community-based intervention
programs, that address the underlying mental health and social factors that drive gun
violence risk.[58

Assault Weapons & High-Capacity Magazines

Military-style assault weapons and high-capacity magazines serve one purpose in
civilian hands: maximizing the number of people who can be killed in the shortest
possible time. They are not hunting weapons. They are not home defense weapons.
They are weapons of war that have been used in virtually every mass shooting that
has produced the largest death tolls in American history. The federal assault weapons
ban that was in effect from 1994 to 2004 was associated with a significant reduction
in mass shooting fatalities. Its expiration was followed by a dramatic increase in mass
shooting deaths. The evidence is clear.©>

How:

Reinstate and strengthen the federal assault weapons ban, prohibiting the
manufacture, sale, and transfer of semi-automatic assault-style weapons and high-
capacity magazines to civilians, with a carefully defined scope that targets weapons
designed for military use while explicitly protecting standard hunting and sporting
firearms. 0l

Establish a voluntary buyback program for currently owned assault weapons and high-
capacity magazines, providing fair market compensation to owners who choose to
surrender their weapons, reducing the number of these weapons in civilian circulation
over time.©1
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Prohibit the manufacture, sale, and possession of bump stocks, forced reset triggers,
and other devices that effectively convert semi-automatic weapons into automatic fire,
closing the regulatory loophole that allowed the Las Vegas shooter to fire into a crowd
at a rate approximating fully automatic fire.©s2

Limit magazine capacity for civilian firearms to a maximum of ten rounds, recognizing
that the ability to fire dozens of rounds without reloading is the critical factor that
transforms a shooting incident into a mass casualty event.r

Safe Storage & Responsible Ownership

Responsible gun ownership includes the obligation to store firearms safely, preventing
access by children, reducing theft that puts guns into criminal hands, and minimizing
the risk of impulsive suicide using a readily accessible firearm. Safe storage laws have
been demonstrated to reduce accidental shootings, youth suicides, and gun theft
without meaningfully impeding the ability of responsible gun owners to access their
firearms for legitimate purposes.

How:

Establish federal safe storage requirements for all civilian firearms, requiring that guns
be stored in a locked container or with a trigger lock when not in use, with enhanced
requirements for households with children.l

Provide federal funding for safe storage device distribution programs that make gun
safes, trigger locks, and other storage devices available at low or no cost to gun
owners who cannot afford them, recognizing that the cost of safe storage should not
be a barrier to responsible ownership.ss

Establish civil liability for gun owners whose improperly stored firearms are accessed
by children or stolen and subsequently used in crimes, creating meaningful financial
incentives for responsible storage beyond criminal penalties. 7

Licensing, Training & Registration

Owning and operating a motor vehicle in the United States requires a license, training,
registration, and insurance. These requirements do not prevent law-abiding
Americans from owning and driving cars; they create a system of accountability and
competency that makes roads safer for everyone. There is no principled reason why
firearms, which are at least as dangerous as motor vehicles and which are specifically
designed to cause harm, should be subject to fewer accountability requirements than
automobiles.©e

How:

Establish a federal firearm owner licensing system requiring that all individuals who
purchase or possess firearms obtain a license demonstrating completion of a
comprehensive firearms safety and competency training course, a clean background
check, and basic firearms knowledge.©%!

Establish a national firearms registration system that creates a reliable record of
firearm ownership, facilitating the recovery of stolen weapons, the tracing of crime
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guns, and the enforcement of laws prohibiting firearm possession by prohibited
persons. 7

Establish a mandatory waiting period of a minimum of fourteen days between the
purchase and transfer of any firearm, providing a cooling-off period that has been
demonstrated to reduce impulsive gun violence, particularly suicide, and allowing time
for background checks to be thoroughly completed.©

Ammunition Regulation & Firearm Liability Insurance

Comprehensive gun violence prevention requires addressing not just the acquisition
and possession of firearms but the ammunition that makes them lethal and the
financial accountability mechanisms that incentivize safe storage and responsible
ownership. Background checks at the point of sale do not prevent a person who
passes a check today from later becoming a prohibited person and retaining their
firearm. Ammunition regulation and firearm liability insurance incentives address
different dimensions of the same problem: ensuring that the people who own guns are
vetted at the point of ongoing use, not just initial acquisition, and that the costs of gun
violence are borne by gun owners rather than externalized onto victims, communities,
and taxpayers.©2

How:

Require background checks for all purchases of ammunition above a defined quantity
per month, limiting bulk ammunition purchases that have no legitimate sporting
purpose and that provide the capacity for mass casualty events. Require that
ammunition be serialized to enable law enforcement to trace ammunition used in
crimes back to the point of sale, creating accountability in the supply chain analogous
to the tracing system that exists for firearms themselves.7

Establish a Voluntary Firearm Safety Insurance Incentive Program that provides
meaningful tax credits, reduced licensing fees, and federal grant incentives to firearm
owners who obtain liability insurance coverage for harm caused by their firearm,
whether through use, theft due to inadequate storage, or negligent handling. Insurance
markets will create powerful financial incentives for safe storage, proper training, and
responsible ownership without restricting the rights of law-abiding gun owners. A note
on constitutional limits: while mandatory liability insurance for motor vehicle operation
has been upheld as a condition of using public roads, a mandatory insurance
requirement tied to the mere ownership of a firearm would face serious Second
Amendment challenge under District of Columbia v. Heller, 554 U.S. 570 (2008), which
protects the right to keep arms in the home independent of any licensing or fee
condition. This proposal therefore operates through positive incentives rather than
mandates, achieving the same goal of promoting financial accountability and safe
ownership practices through voluntary participation.7

Addressing the Gun Trafficking Pipeline

The majority of guns used in crimes in American cities did not originate in those cities;
they traveled there through a pipeline of straw purchases, theft, and illegal trafficking
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that exploits weak gun laws in some states to flood communities across the country
with illegal weapons. Addressing gun violence in American cities requires addressing
the trafficking pipeline that supplies those cities with illegal weapons.©

How:

Strengthen federal laws against straw purchasing, the practice of buying a gun on
behalf of someone who cannot legally purchase one, with mandatory minimum
sentences that reflect the serious downstream consequences of providing illegal
weapons to prohibited persons.©

Strengthen the ATF's authority and resources to regulate and oversee licensed
firearms dealers, addressing the small number of dealers who are responsible for a
disproportionate share of crime guns through inadequate record keeping, failure to
conduct background checks, and in some cases deliberate facilitation of illegal
sales.677

Close the ghost gun loophole, which allows individuals to purchase firearms in kit form
or manufacture them using 3D printers without serial numbers or background checks,
by requiring that all firearm components capable of being assembled into a functional
weapon be subject to the same regulations as completed firearms.©7@

Address the accelerating ghost gun crisis through binding federal regulations that
require serial numbers on all firearm components capable of being readily converted
into functional firearms, including unfinished frames and receivers, and that extend
background check requirements to the purchase of firearm kits and components.
Establish federal standards requiring that any device capable of producing functional
firearm components be subject to the same registration and accountability
requirements as conventional firearm manufacturers.©

Domestic Violence & Firearms

The intersection of domestic violence and firearms is one of the most deadly and most
preventable dimensions of America's gun violence crisis. The presence of a gun in a
domestic violence situation increases the risk of homicide by approximately five times.
Yet current law contains significant gaps that allow domestic abusers to retain or
acquire firearms, and enforcement of existing prohibitions is inconsistent and
inadequate. Closing these gaps is one of the highest-impact, most evidence-based
steps America can take to reduce gun violence.s

How:

Close the boyfriend loophole, which currently exempts dating partners who are not
married to or do not cohabit with their victims from the federal prohibition on firearm
possession by domestic abusers, by extending the prohibition to all individuals
convicted of domestic violence or subject to domestic violence restraining orders
regardless of their relationship to the victim.os

Establish mandatory surrender requirements for individuals who become subject to
domestic violence convictions or restraining orders, with active law enforcement
follow-up to ensure that firearms are actually surrendered rather than simply required
to be surrendered on paper.s2
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Mental Health & Gun Violence

The relationship between mental illness and gun violence is more complex and more
nuanced than political discourse typically acknowledges. The vast majority of people
with mental illness are not violent and are far more likely to be victims of violence than
perpetrators. Conflating mental illness with gun violence stigmatizes people who need
help and diverts attention from the evidence-based interventions that actually reduce
gun violence. At the same time, there are specific mental health conditions and crisis
situations that do represent elevated risk, and addressing those risks through
appropriate clinical and legal interventions is an important component of a
comprehensive gun violence prevention strategy.©

How:

Invest in the mental health system as outlined in Pillar 3, recognizing that the most
effective mental health contribution to gun violence reduction is ensuring that people
in crisis have access to timely, appropriate, and compassionate mental health care
before they reach a point of danger to themselves or others.4

Establish lethal means counseling as a standard component of mental health crisis
intervention, training mental health providers, emergency room staff, and crisis
counselors to assess firearm access as a standard component of suicide risk
assessment and to counsel patients and families on temporary firearm storage during
periods of elevated risk.oe]

Reject the false and stigmatizing narrative that mental iliness is the primary driver of
gun violence. The evidence does not support this claim. The commitment must be to
evidence-based interventions that address the specific, well-defined circumstances in
which mental health and gun access intersect to create elevated risk.[!
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CONCLUSION: THE WORK AHEAD

“The arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.”

These words, spoken by Theodore Parker and echoed across generations by Martin
Luther King Jr., are not a guarantee. They are not a promise that justice will arrive on
its own, on schedule, without effort or sacrifice. They are an observation about the
direction of travel when enough human beings commit themselves, with enough
courage and enough sustained effort, to the work of bending it.

That work is never finished. It was not finished at Appomattox. It was not finished with
the passage of the 19th Amendment. It was not finished with the Civil Rights Act of
1964, the Voting Rights Act of 1965, or the legalization of same-sex marriage in 2015.
It will not be finished when the last reform proposed in this document is enacted,
because the work of building a more perfect union is not a project with a completion
date. It is a permanent commitment. A way of being a nation. A choice that every
generation must make anew.

This generation’s choice is before us now.

What We Have Proposed

The eleven pillars contained in this document represent a comprehensive,
interconnected vision for the renewal of American democracy, the restoration of
economic fairness, the investment in human potential, and the protection of the natural
world and the institutions that sustain us. They are ambitious: deliberately, necessarily,
unapologetically ambitious, because the challenges they address are serious, the
stakes are high, and the cost of incrementalism is measured in human lives, in
squandered potential, and in the slow erosion of the democratic foundations on which
everything else depends.

We have proposed to restore and strengthen the democratic institutions that are under
unprecedented assault, to protect the vote, clean up our elections, reform the systems
of representation that have drifted from the will of the people, and reaffirm the principle
that no person, regardless of the office they hold, is above the law.

We have proposed to build an economy that works for everyone, not just the wealthy
few, by closing the loopholes that allow the ultra-rich to avoid taxation, protecting and
empowering workers, holding corporations accountable to the communities they
depend on, and investing in the infrastructure, innovation, and opportunity that
generate broadly shared prosperity.

We have proposed to invest seriously and sustainably in the social foundations of a
just society, in healthcare, education, housing, nutrition, mental health, and the safety
net that catches Americans when they fall and helps them rise again, recognizing that
these investments are not costs to be minimized but returns to be maximized.

We have proposed to tell the truth, about our history, about our present challenges,
about the forces of disinformation and manipulation that threaten our ability to govern
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ourselves, and to build the institutions and the culture of critical thinking necessary to
sustain a democracy grounded in shared reality.

We have proposed to keep America safe, not through aggression, not through the
abandonment of our allies, and not through the worship of military spending as an end
in itself, but through the strength of our alliances, the wisdom of our diplomacy, the
wellbeing of the men and women who serve, and the deterrence that comes from
genuine preparedness and moral authority.

We have proposed to meet the existential challenge of our time, the climate crisis, with
the seriousness it demands, seizing the economic opportunity of the clean energy
transition while protecting the natural world that sustains all life.

We have proposed to reckon honestly with the debts of history, to Native Americans,
to Black Americans, to every community that has been systematically excluded from
the promise of American life, and to make the investments in justice and reconciliation
that a morally serious nation cannot avoid.

We have proposed to manage our fiscal responsibilities with the same seriousness we
bring to our social investments, recognizing that the two are not in conflict, that a well-
invested nation is a productive and prosperous nation, and that the false choice
between social justice and fiscal responsibility has been used for too long to justify the
abandonment of both.

We have proposed to welcome the stranger with humanity and fairness, to secure our
borders without cruelty, and to honor both the rule of law and the values of a nation
that has always drawn its greatest strength from the diversity of those who have
chosen to call it home.

And we have proposed to address the epidemic of gun violence that claims tens of
thousands of American lives every year, not by dismantling the Second Amendment,
but by applying the same common sense, the same evidence, and the same respect
for human life that we bring to every other preventable public health crisis.

The Resistance We Will Face

Let us be honest about what lies ahead. The reforms proposed in this document will
face fierce, well-funded, and sophisticated resistance from the interests that benefit
from the status quo. The corporations that profit from tax loopholes will fight tax reform.
The fossil fuel industry will fight clean energy investment. The gun lobby will fight gun
reform. The mega-donors who have purchased political influence through dark money
will fight campaign finance reform. The ideological movements that seek to impose
their vision of America on everyone else will fight the expansion of civil rights and the
protection of democratic institutions.

This resistance is not a surprise; it is a measure of how necessary these reforms are.
Every significant advance in American history has faced exactly this kind of opposition.
The abolitionists were told they were dangerous radicals. The suffragists were told
they were asking for too much too soon. The civil rights marchers were told they were
going too far too fast. In every case, history has vindicated the reformers and
condemned their opponents to the judgment of posterity.
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The question is not whether this resistance will come. It will. The question is whether
the American people, in sufficient numbers, with sufficient resolve, and with sufficient
willingness to make their voices heard at the ballot box, in the streets, and in the halls
of power, will overcome it.

History says they can. The evidence of our own experience says they have before.
And the urgency of our current moment says they must.

A Call to Every American

This document was written for every American: not just those who already agree with
its proposals, but those who are skeptical, those who are uncertain, and those who
have been told by one political tribe or another that their interests are incompatible
with the interests of their fellow citizens.

To the working-class American who has watched factories close, wages stagnate, and
politicians promise help that never comes: this document is for you. The economic
reforms proposed here are designed to restore the basic bargain that hard work
deserves fair reward, that corporations owe something to the communities that make
their success possible, and that the rules of the economy should not be written by and
for the people who are already winning.

To the small business owner who is drowning in healthcare costs, struggling to
compete with corporate giants, and frustrated by a tax system that seems designed
for everyone but you: this document is for you. A level playing field, a healthier
workforce, and an economy that invests in the communities where small businesses
thrive are not threats to your success; they are the foundation of it.

To the veteran who came home from service to find a VA system that couldn’t meet
your needs, a job market that didn’t value your skills, and a political establishment that
was happy to thank you for your service but not to fund it: this document is for you.
The commitment to those who serve must be as serious, as sustained, and as well-
resourced as the commitment to send them into harm’s way.

To the parent who lies awake worrying about whether their child is safe at school,
whether they will be able to afford college, whether the planet they are inheriting will
be livable: this document is for you. The investments in education, school safety, clean
energy, and the future that your children deserve are not luxuries; they are obligations.

To the farmer watching the weather grow more extreme, the costs grow higher, and
the corporate consolidation of agriculture squeeze out the family farm: this document
is for you. Rural America is not an afterthought in this vision; it is a vital, valued, and
explicitly addressed part of the national community.

To the immigrant, documented or not, who came to this country seeking safety,
opportunity, and a better life for your family, and who has contributed your labor, your
culture, your taxes, and your dreams to the American project: this document is for you.
America is what it has always been: a nation made greater by those who choose it.

To the young person who has grown up in an America of mass shootings, political
dysfunction, climate anxiety, and student debt, and who wonders whether the system
is capable of changing: this document is for you. It is, in fact, written most of all for you.
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Because the America described in these pages is the America you will live in for the
rest of your lives, and you have more at stake in its construction than anyone.

And to the conservative American who has been told that documents like this one are
an attack on your values, your faith, your freedom, or your way of life: this document
is also for you. The values that animate it, dignity, fairness, truth, responsibility,
community, and hope, are not liberal values or conservative values. They are
American values. The specific policy proposals may differ from your preferred
approaches, and that disagreement is legitimate and welcome. But the underlying
commitment to an America where everyone has a fair shot, where the rules apply to
everyone, where the government serves the people rather than the powerful, and
where the next generation inherits a country worth inheriting: that commitment is one
that transcends the political divisions that have been deliberately cultivated to keep us
from recognizing how much we share.

The Stakes

Let us be clear about what is at stake. This is not a normal moment in American history.
The institutions of democracy, the free press, the independent judiciary, the separation
of powers, the peaceful transfer of power, the principle that no person is above the
law, are under deliberate, sustained, and sophisticated assault. The natural systems
that sustain human life, the climate, the oceans, the biodiversity of the living world, are
approaching tipping points beyond which the consequences become irreversible. The
economic foundations of middle-class life, stable employment, affordable healthcare,
accessible education, attainable homeownership, are eroding for millions of
Americans while wealth concentrates at the top at rates not seen since the Gilded Age.

These are not problems that will solve themselves. They are not problems that can be
addressed by half-measures, political timidity, or the comfortable illusion that if we just
wait long enough, things will somehow work out. They are problems that require the
kind of clear-eyed, courageous, comprehensive response that this document attempts
to provide.

The cost of inaction is not the preservation of the status quo. The status quo is already
changing, rapidly, consequentially, and in ways that will be very difficult to reverse if
left unaddressed. The cost of inaction is a more unequal economy, a more degraded
democracy, a more dangerous climate, and a more divided society, one in which the
distance between the America of the ideal and the America of the reality grows wider
with every year that we fail to act.

That is not the America we are willing to accept. And we do not believe it is the America
that the majority of our fellow citizens are willing to accept either, if they are given an
honest accounting of what is at stake and a serious, credible vision of what is possible.

The Promise

America has never been a finished project. It has always been a promise: imperfectly
kept, unevenly distributed, perpetually contested, and perpetually renewed by the
efforts of those who refused to let the gap between the ideal and the reality become
permanent.

113



The founders made a promise they could not fully keep. The abolitionists held them to
it. The suffragists expanded it. The civil rights movement demanded it be honored for
everyone. The labor movement fought to extend its economic dimensions to working
people. The LGBTQ+ rights movement insisted that it included them. The
environmental movement argued that it extended to the planet itself and to future
generations who have no voice in the decisions being made today.

Each of these movements faced resistance. Each was told it was asking for too much.
Each was vindicated by history. Each left America more faithful to its founding promise
than it found it.

This document stands in that tradition. It is an argument that the promise of America,
of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness for all, is worth fighting for, worth investing
in, worth the discomfort of honest reckoning with our failures, and worth the sustained,
courageous, collective effort required to bring it closer to reality.

The work is hard. The resistance is real. The stakes are high. And the America worth
fighting for is not a dream. It is a choice.

Choose it.
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APPENDIX A: REFERENCES BY PILLAR

The policy proposals contained in this document are grounded in peer-reviewed
research, academic scholarship, government data, and the documented outcomes of
programs and policies implemented at the state, national, and international levels.
Citations are organized by pillar and provided throughout the document as endnotes.
The following represents a curated selection of primary sources by pillar.

Pillar 1: Democratic Integrity

Everson v. Board of Education, 330 U.S. 1 (1947) « Citizens United v. FEC, 558 U.S.
310 (2010) « Shelby County v. Holder, 570 U.S. 529 (2013) » Trump v. United States,
603 US. _ (2024) - Brennan Center for Justice, Voting Laws Roundup
(brennancenter.org) * Princeton Gerrymandering Project, 2020 Redistricting Report
Card < FairVote, Ranked Choice Voting Research (fairvote.org) * Presidential
Commission on the Supreme Court of the United States, Final Report (2021) « Select
Committee to Investigate the January 6th Attack, Final Report (2022) - Levitsky,
Steven & Ziblatt, Daniel, How Democracies Die (Crown, 2018) « Dahl, Robert A., How
Democratic Is the American Constitution? (Yale University Press, 2002)

Pillar 2: Economic Justice

Saez, Emmanuel & Zucman, Gabriel, The Triumph of Injustice (W.W. Norton, 2019) -
Dube, Arindrajit, Minimum Wages and the Distribution of Family Incomes, American
Economic Review (2019) « Congressional Budget Office, The Effects of a Minimum
Wage Increase on Employment and Family Income (2019) « AAUW, The Simple Truth
About the Gender Pay Gap (aauw.org) « CFPB, Consumer Financial Protection
Research (consumerfinance.gov) « FSOC, Report on Digital Asset Financial Stability
Risks (2022) « Autor, David, Dorn, David & Hanson, Gordon, The China Syndrome,
American Economic Review 103, no. 6 (2013) « Autonomy UK, The Results Are In:
The UK'’s Four-Day Week Pilot (2023) « Economic Policy Institute, Unions and Worker
Power Research (epi.org)

Pillar 3: Social Investment & Opportunity

Commonwealth Fund, Mirror, Mirror 2021 (commonwealthfund.org) « Himmelstein,
David U. et al., Medical Bankruptcy, American Journal of Public Health 109, no. 3
(2019) » RAND Corporation, Comparing Prescription Drug Prices in the United States
to Other Countries (2021) « Heckman, James J., Skill Formation and the Economics
of Investing in Disadvantaged Children, Science 312 (2006) « National Low Income
Housing Coalition, Out of Reach (nlihc.org) « Petersen, Emily E. et al., Racial/Ethnic
Disparities in Pregnancy-Related Deaths, MMWR 68, no. 35 (2019) < National
Endowment for the Arts, Arts and Economic Prosperity 6 (2023) « SAMHSA, National
Survey on Drug Use and Health (samhsa.gov)
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Pillar 4: Education

Economic Policy Institute, The Teacher Pay Penalty Has Hit a New High (2022) -
Baker, Bruce D., How Money Matters for Schools, Learning Policy Institute (2017) «
Goldrick-Rab, Sara, Paying the Price (University of Chicago Press, 2016) « National
Council on Disability, IDEA Series: Broken Promises (ncd.gov, 2018) « Dee, Thomas
S. & Penner, Emily K., The Causal Effects of Cultural Relevance, American
Educational Research Journal 54, no. 1 (2017) » Breakstone, Joel et al., Students’
Civic Online Reasoning: A National Portrait, Educational Researcher 50, no. 8 (2021)
« Symonds, William C. et al., Pathways to Prosperity, Harvard Graduate School of
Education (2011) « Vallor, Shannon, Technology and the Virtues (Oxford University
Press, 2016)

Pillar 5: Truth & Transparency

Bagdikian, Ben H., The New Media Monopoly (Beacon Press, 2004) « Wu, Tim, The
Master Switch (Knopf, 2010) « Crawford, Susan, Captive Audience (Yale University
Press, 2013) « Khan, Lina M., Amazon’s Antitrust Paradox, Yale Law Journal 126, no.
3 (2017) « NIST, Al Risk Management Framework 1.0 (2023) « Chesney, Robert &
Citron, Danielle, Deep Fakes, California Law Review 107, no. 6 (2019) « Mayer, Jane,
Dark Money (Doubleday, 2016) « Mueller Report, Report on the Investigation into
Russian Interference in the 2016 Presidential Election (2019) « Abernathy, Penelope
Muse, News Deserts and Ghost Newspapers, UNC (2020)

Pillar 6: National Security & Peace

SIPRI, Military Expenditure Database (sipri.org) * GAO, Defense Acquisitions Annual
Assessment (gao.gov) « Commission on Wartime Contracting, Transforming Wartime
Contracting (2011) « RAND Corporation, Invisible Wounds of War (2008) « VA,
National Veteran Suicide Prevention Annual Report (mentalhealth.va.gov) « Bulletin of
the Atomic Scientists, Doomsday Clock Statement (thebulletin.org) « Johns Hopkins,
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APPENDIX B: GLOSSARY OF KEY TERMS

Single-Payer Healthcare: A healthcare financing system in which a single public
entity, typically the federal government, collects all healthcare fees and pays for all
healthcare costs, replacing the current multi-payer system of private insurance
companies. Under a single-payer system, healthcare delivery remains largely
private, but billing and payment are centralized, eliminating the administrative
complexity and profit extraction of private insurance.

Universal Basic Income (UBI): A government program in which every adult citizen
receives a regular, unconditional cash payment regardless of employment status,
income, or other criteria. UBI is distinct from means-tested welfare programs in that it
is universal, received by all, and unconditional, with no work requirements or
eligibility restrictions.

Gerrymandering: The manipulation of electoral district boundaries by the party in
political power to give that party an unfair advantage in elections. Named after
Massachusetts Governor Elbridge Gerry, gerrymandering can be used to
concentrate opposing voters in a small number of districts (packing) or to spread
them across many districts to dilute their influence (cracking).

Citizens United: Refers to the 2010 Supreme Court decision Citizens United v.
Federal Election Commission, which held that the First Amendment prohibits the
government from restricting independent expenditures for political communications
by corporations, associations, or labor unions. The decision effectively removed
limits on corporate and union spending in elections and opened the door to
dramatically increased dark money in American politics.

Dark Money: Political spending by nonprofit organizations that are not required to
disclose their donors. Dark money groups, typically organized under sections
501(c)(4), 501(c)(5), or 501(c)(6) of the tax code, can spend unlimited amounts on
political advertising and issue advocacy without revealing the source of their funding.

Red Flag Laws: Also known as Extreme Risk Protection Orders (ERPOs), these are
laws that allow family members, law enforcement, and in some states other
designated individuals to petition a court to temporarily remove firearms from a
person who is believed to pose an imminent risk of harm to themselves or others.
Red flag laws include due process protections including notice and hearings.

Superfund: The informal name for the Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), enacted by Congress in 1980. The
Superfund program gives the EPA the authority to clean up contaminated sites and
holds responsible parties financially liable for cleanup costs.

Net Neutrality: The principle that internet service providers must treat all internet
traffic equally, regardless of its source, destination, or content. Under net neutrality,
ISPs cannot block, throttle, or create paid fast lanes for specific websites,
applications, or services.

Habeas Corpus: A fundamental legal right, derived from Latin meaning “you shall
have the body,” that protects individuals from unlawful detention by requiring that a
person detained by the government be brought before a court to determine whether
their detention is lawful.
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Due Process: A constitutional guarantee found in both the Fifth and Fourteenth
Amendments that the government cannot deprive any person of life, liberty, or
property without fair legal procedures. Due process has two dimensions: procedural
due process, which requires fair procedures before the government takes action, and
substantive due process, which protects fundamental rights from government
interference.

Eminent Domain: The power of the government to take private property for public
use, with the requirement under the Fifth Amendment that just compensation be paid
to the property owner.

Reparations: Compensation paid to individuals or groups for historical injustices,
typically involving government-sanctioned harm, discrimination, or exploitation. In the
American context, reparations most commonly refers to proposed compensation to
Black Americans for the harms of slavery and subsequent discriminatory policies,
and to Native Americans for land theft, forced removal, and cultural destruction.

Critical Human Rights Theory (CHRT): As used in this document, an expanded
educational framework that builds on Critical Race Theory to examine the full
spectrum of human rights, systemic inequality, and historical injustice as they relate
to all Americans regardless of race, gender, religion, sexual orientation, disability,
national origin, or economic status.

Critical Race Theory (CRT): An academic framework, developed primarily in
American law schools beginning in the 1970s and 1980s, that examines how race
and racism have shaped American law, policy, and institutions. CRT holds that
racism is not merely the product of individual prejudice but is embedded in legal
systems, policies, and institutions in ways that perpetuate racial inequality even in
the absence of explicitly racist intent.

Industrial Symbiosis: A concept within industrial ecology in which businesses and
industries exchange materials, energy, water, and byproducts in ways that create
economic and environmental benefits. The waste or byproduct of one company
becomes the raw material or energy source for another, reducing waste and
environmental impact.

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR): A policy approach that makes
manufacturers financially responsible for the end-of-life management of the products
they produce, including collection, recycling, and disposal. EPR shifts the cost of
waste management from governments and taxpayers to the producers who create
the products.

Straw Purchase: The illegal practice of buying a firearm on behalf of another person
who is either prohibited from owning a firearm or who wants to avoid the background
check process. Straw purchases are a federal felony and a significant source of
illegally trafficked firearms.

Ghost Gun: A firearm that is assembled from parts or manufactured using a 3D
printer, without a serial number and without going through the standard commercial
sale process that requires a background check. Because ghost guns lack serial
numbers, they are untraceable by law enforcement.

Ranked Choice Voting (RCV): An electoral system in which voters rank candidates
in order of preference rather than casting a single vote for one candidate. If no
candidate receives a majority of first-choice votes, the candidate with the fewest
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votes is eliminated and their votes are redistributed according to voters’ next
preferences. RCV is designed to ensure that winners have broad support and to
eliminate the spoiler effect.

Constitutional Amendment Process: The process by which the United States
Constitution is formally changed. Under Article V, an amendment may be proposed
by a two-thirds vote of both houses of Congress or by a constitutional convention
called by two-thirds of state legislatures. A proposed amendment must then be
ratified by three-fourths of state legislatures.

Judicial Review: The power of federal courts, and ultimately the Supreme Court, to
review the constitutionality of laws passed by Congress and actions taken by the
executive branch. Judicial review was established by the Supreme Court in Marbury
v. Madison (1803) and is a fundamental check on legislative and executive power.

Prevailing Wage: The average wage, benefits, and overtime paid to the majority of
workers in a specific occupation in a specific geographic area. Prevailing wage laws,
such as the federal Davis-Bacon Act, require that workers on government-funded
construction projects be paid at least the prevailing wage for their trade.

Single-Use Plastics: Plastic products designed to be used once and then
discarded, including plastic bags, straws, cutlery, food packaging, and beverage
containers. Single-use plastics are a major source of plastic pollution and a
significant contributor to the microplastic contamination found in virtually every
ecosystem on Earth.

Asylum: Protection granted by a country to someone who has left their home
country as a refugee. Individuals who are present in or at the border of the United
States may apply for asylum if they have a well-founded fear of persecution on
account of race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group, or
political opinion.

Mandatory Minimum Sentencing: Laws that require judges to impose a fixed
minimum prison sentence for specific crimes, regardless of the individual
circumstances of the offense or the offender. Mandatory minimums have been a
major driver of mass incarceration in the United States and disproportionately impact
communities of color.

Emoluments Clause: A provision of the United States Constitution that prohibits
federal officeholders from receiving gifts, payments, or other benefits from foreign
governments or domestic governments without congressional consent. The clause
was designed to prevent foreign or domestic interests from improperly influencing
federal officials.

Plea Bargaining: A negotiated agreement between a prosecutor and a defendant in
which the defendant agrees to plead guilty to a lesser charge in exchange for a more
lenient sentence or the dismissal of other charges. Estimates suggest that 90 to 97
percent of convictions in the United States are the result of guilty pleas rather than
trials.

Stateless Person: An individual who is not considered a national by any country
under the operation of its law. Stateless persons are among the world’s most
vulnerable populations, often denied access to education, healthcare, employment,
and legal protection.
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APPENDIX D: HOW TO GET INVOLVED

The proposals in this document are only as powerful as the political will to enact them.
That political will does not come from documents; it comes from people. If you believe
in the vision articulated in these pages, here is how you can help turn it into reality:

Vote

The single most important action any American can take is to vote in every election,
from school board to presidential. Research candidates, understand their positions,
and hold them accountable to the values and policies you believe in. Encourage
everyone you know to register and vote.

Engage

Contact your elected representatives at the local, state, and federal levels. Attend town
halls. Write letters. Call offices. Show up. Elected officials respond to constituent
pressure, and your voice matters. Make sure they hear it.

Organize

Join or support organizations working on the issues you care most about. Volunteer
your time, donate what you can, and help build the coalitions that make policy change
possible. Every movement that has changed America was built by ordinary people
who decided to act together.

Share

Share this document with people you know, including those who might disagree with
some of its proposals. The conversations that matter most are not the ones we have
with people who already agree with us, but the ones we have across differences.
Honest, respectful engagement across political divides is the foundation of democratic
renewal.

Run

If you have ever thought about running for office, from city council to Congress, this is
the moment. The change this document envisions will only happen if people who
believe in it are willing to fight for it from inside the halls of power. Your community
needs you.

The America worth fighting for is not a memory. It is a possibility. And it will only
become a reality if enough Americans decide that it is worth their time, their energy,
their courage, and their commitment to build it.

Let’s get to work.

123



ENDNOTES

The following numbered endnotes correspond to the superscript reference numbers
appearing throughout the body of this document.

[1] Everson v. Board of Education, 330 U.S. 1 (1947), establishing the Establishment Clause applies to the
states; Lee v. Weisman, 505 U.S. 577 (1992), prohibiting government-sponsored prayer at public school
events.

[2] Internal Revenue Code &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 501(c)(3); Internal Revenue Service, Tax Guide for Churches
and Religious Organizations (Publication 1828, irs.gov); Chaves, Mark, American Religion: Contemporary
Trends (Princeton University Press, 2011).

[3] Zelman v. Simmons-Harris, 536 U.S. 639 (2002); National Education Association, Voucher Research
(nea.org); Carnoy, Martin, School Vouchers: Examining the Evidence (Economic Policy Institute, 2001).

[4] County of Allegheny v. ACLU, 492 U.S. 573 (1989); Town of Greece v. Galloway, 572 U.S. 565 (2014);
Americans United for Separation of Church and State, Research Publications (au.org).

[5] Religious Freedom Restoration Act, 42 U.S.C. &mp;amp;amp;#xa7; 2000bb; Masterpiece Cakeshop v.
Colorado Civil Rights Commission, 584 U.S. 617 (2018); First Amendment Center, Religious Liberty
Research (firstamendmentcenter.org).

[6] Zelinsky, Edward A., Taxing the Church: Religion, Exemptions, Entanglement, and the Constitution (Oxford
University Press, 2017).

[7] Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, Pub. L. 115-97, &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 4968; Americans United for
Separation of Church and State, Church Tax Exemption Research (au.org).

[8] Colinvaux, Roger, The Political Speech of Charities in the Face of Citizens United: A Defense of Prohibition,
Case Western Reserve Law Review 62, no. 3 (2012): 685&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;741.

[9] Rucho v. Common Cause, 588 U.S. 684 (2019), holding federal courts cannot review partisan
gerrymandering claims; Princeton Gerrymandering Project, 2020 Redistricting Report Card
(gerrymander.princeton.edu, 2020).

[10] National Conference of State Legislatures, Redistricting Commissions: Legislative Plans (ncsl.org); Public
Policy Institute of California, California Citizens Redistricting Commission Evaluation (ppic.org, 2019).

[11] Common Cause, Redistricting Reform Research (commoncause.org); Brennan Center for Justice, Extreme
Maps (brennancenter.org, 2017).

[12] Loyola Law School, All About Redistricting (redistricting.lls.edu); Wang, Samuel, Three Tests for Practical
Evaluation of Partisan Gerrymandering, Stanford Law Review 68, no. 6 (2016):
1263&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1321.

[13] Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission, 558 U.S. 310 (2010); Brennan Center for Justice, Citizens
United Explained (brennancenter.org, 2019); Brennan Center for Justice, Dark Money
(brennancenter.org/topics/money-politics/influence-big-money/dark-money); Vandewalker, lan, Dark Money
from Shadow Parties Is Booming in Congressional Elections (brennancenter.org, 2024).

[14] Teachout, Zephyr, Corruption in America: From Benjamin Franklin's Snuff Box to Citizens United (Harvard
University Press, 2014); Move to Amend, We the People Amendment Research (movetoamend.org).

[15] Malbin, Michael J., Small Donors, Large Donors and the Internet: The Case for Public Financing After
Obama (Campaign Finance Institute, 2009); New York City Campaign Finance Board, Matching Funds
Program Evaluation (nyccfb.info).

[16] Federal Election Commission, Disclosure Data (fec.gov); Sunlight Foundation, Fifty State Report Card:
Grading State Disclosure Laws (2012); OpenSecrets, Money in Politics Research (opensecrets.org).

[17] Brennan Center for Justice, Voting Laws Roundup (brennancenter.org, updated annually); Shelby County v.
Holder, 570 U.S. 529 (2013), striking down the VRA preclearance formula; U.S. Commission on Civil Rights,
An Assessment of Minority Voting Rights Access in the United States (2018).

[18] Congress, John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act (H.R. 4, various Congresses); Congressional
Research Service, The Voting Rights Act of 1965: Background and Overview (2021).

[19] Brennan Center for Justice, Automatic Voter Registration (brennancenter.org); National Conference of State
Legislatures, Automatic Voter Registration (ncsl.org).

[20] U.S. Election Assistance Commission, Election Administration and Voting Survey (eac.gov); Burden, Barry
C. et al., Election Laws, Mobilization, and Turnout: The Anticipated Consequences of Election Reform,
American Journal of Political Science 58, no. 1 (2014): 95&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;109.

[21] Brennan Center for Justice, Voter Identification (brennancenter.org); Government Accountability Office,
Elections: Issues Related to State Voter Identification Laws (GAO-14-634, 2014), finding voter ID laws
reduce turnout among minority voters.

[22] National Conference of State Legislatures, Election Day as a Holiday (ncsl.org); Demos, Election Day
Holiday Research (demos.org).

124



[23] Shelby County v. Holder, 570 U.S. 529 (2013); Brnovich v. Democratic National Committee, 594 U.S. 647
(2021); Tokaji, Daniel P., The New Vote Denial: Where Election Administration Meets the Voting Rights Act,
South Carolina Law Review 57 (2006): 689&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;734; Right to Vote Amendment,
H.J.Res. (various Congresses).

[24] Brennan Center for Justice, The Case for a Right to Vote Constitutional Amendment (brennancenter.org);
Demos, Voting Rights and the Constitution Research (demos.org); National Commission on Voting Rights,
Protecting Minority Voters: Our Work Is Not Done (2014).

[25] John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act, H.R. 4 (various Congresses); Voting Rights Act of 1965, 52
U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 10301 et seq.; Uggen, Christopher, Ryan Larson, and
Sarah Shannon, 6 Million Lost Voters: State-Level Estimates of Felony Disenfranchisement, The Sentencing
Project (2016).

[26] American Foreign Service Association, Political Appointments and the Foreign Service (afsa.org);
Congressional Research Service, Senate Confirmation of Executive Nominations (crsreports.congress.gov);
Brookings Institution, Diplomatic Appointments and Foreign Policy Effectiveness (brookings.edu).

[27] American Academy of Diplomacy, Foreign Affairs Budget and the National Interest
(academyofdiplomacy.org); RAND Corporation, Civilian Power and Diplomatic Capacity Research
(rand.org); Gates, Robert M., A Balanced Strategy, Foreign Affairs 88, no. 1 (2009):
28&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;40.

[28] Foreign Service Act of 1980, Pub. L. 96-465 (1980); American Foreign Service Association, Dissent
Channel and Foreign Service Protections (afsa.org); Pickering, Thomas R., and James L. Jones,
America&amp;amp;amp;#x2019;s Role in the World (Council on Foreign Relations, 2008).

[29] FairVote, Ranked Choice Voting Research (fairvote.org); Campaign Legal Center, Civic Benefits of Ranked
Choice Voting (campaignlegal.org, 2018); Drutman, Lee, The Case for Proportional Ranked-Choice Voting
(New America, 2020).

[30] FairVote, RCV Data and Outcomes (fairvote.org); Burnett, Craig M. &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Kogan,
Vladimir, Ballot (and voter) exhaustion under Instant Runoff Voting: An examination of four mayoral
elections, Electoral Studies 37 (2015): 112&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;128.

[31] National Conference of State Legislatures, Ranked-Choice Voting (ncsl.org); Maine Secretary of State, RCV
Implementation Report (maine.gov).

[32] Drutman, Lee, The Business of America Is Lobbying: How Corporations Became Politicized and Politics
Became More Corporate (Oxford University Press, 2015); OpenSecrets, Lobbying Data and Research
(opensecrets.org); Gilens, Martin, and Benjamin |. Page, Testing Theories of American Politics: Elites,
Interest Groups, and Average Citizens, Perspectives on Politics 12, no. 3 (2014):
564&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;581.

[33] Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995, 2 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 1601 et seq.;
Congressional Research Service, Lobbying Disclosure: Background and Issues (crsreports.congress.gov);
OpenSecrets, Lobbying Reform Research (opensecrets.org).

[34] Congressional Budget Office, About CBO (cbo.gov); Congressional Research Service, About CRS
(loc.gov/crsinfo); Government Accountability Office, GAO Mission and Role (gao.gov); Drutman, The
Business of America Is Lobbying, 247&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;276.

[35] Congressional Budget Office, The Effects of the Partial Shutdown Ending in January 2019 (2019); Drutman,
Lee, The Business of America is Lobbying (Oxford University Press, 2015).

[36] Lobbying Disclosure Act, 2 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 1605; Congressional Research Service, Lobbying
the Executive Branch: Current Practices and Options for Change (2021); OpenSecrets, Revolving Door
Research (opensecrets.org).

[37] Congressional Budget Office, The Effects of the Partial Shutdown Ending in January 2019 (2019);
Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget, Government Shutdown Research (crfb.org).

[38] National Security Act of 1947; Congressional Research Service, Continuing Resolutions and Government
Shutdowns (2023).

[39] Office of Congressional Ethics, Annual Reports (oce.house.gov); Congressional Research Service,
Congressional Oversight of Ethics: Selected Examples (2020).

[40] STOCK Act, Pub. L. 112-105 (2012); Ziobrowski, Alan J. et al., Abnormal Returns from the Common Stock
Investments of the U.S. Senate, Journal of Financial and Quantitative Analysis 39, no. 4 (2004):
661&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;676.

[41] Permanent Apportionment Act of 1929, Pub. L. 71-13 (1929); Congressional Research Service, The U.S.
House of Representatives Apportionment Formula in Theory and Practice (crsreports.congress.gov);
Ladewig, Jeffrey W. &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Jasinski, Mathew P., On the Causes and Consequences of
and Remedies for Interstate Malapportionment of the U.S. House of Representatives, Perspectives on
Politics 6, no. 1 (2008): 89&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;107.

125



[42] American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Our Common Purpose: Reinventing American Democracy for the
21st Century (amacad.org, 2020); FairVote, Why 4357 How We Can Change the Size of the House of
Representatives (fairvote.org); Common Cause, Uncapping the House (commoncause.org).

[43] FairVote, Ranked Choice Voting for U.S. Elections (fairvote.org); McGhee, Eric &mp;amp;amp;amp;amp;
Shor, Boris, Has the Top Two Primary Elected More Moderates?, Perspectives on Politics 15, no. 4 (2017):
1053&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1066.

[44] U.S. Term Limits, Congressional Term Limits Research (termlimits.com); Congressional Research Service,
Term Limits for Members of Congress: Policy and Legal Overview (crsreports.congress.gov); Congressional
Research Service, Post-Employment, &amp;amp;amp;#x201C;Revolving Door,&amp;amp;amp;#x201D;
Laws for Federal Personnel (crsreports.congress.gov).

[45] Dahl, Robert A., How Democratic Is the American Constitution? (Yale University Press, 2002),
48&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;84; Edwards, George C. lll, Why the Electoral College Is Bad for America (Yale
University Press, 2004).

[46] Article V, U.S. Constitution; Congressional Research Service, The Article V Amending Process (2023).

[47] Dahl, Robert A., How Democratic Is the American Constitution? (Yale University Press, 2002); Presidential
Commission on the Supreme Court of the United States, Final Report (2021).

[48] Presidential Commission on the Supreme Court of the United States, Final Report (2021); Fix the Court,
Term Limits Research (fixthecourt.com).

[49] Epstein, Lee, and Jack Knight, The Choices Justices Make (CQ Press, 1998); Balkin, Jack M., and Sanford
Levinson, Understanding the Constitutional Revolution, Virginia Law Review 87, no. 6 (2001):
1045&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1109; Presidential Commission on the Supreme Court of the United States,
Final Report (2021), 57&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;105.

[50] Judicial Conference of the United States, Code of Conduct for United States Judges (uscourts.gov); Fix the
Court, Supreme Court Ethics and Recusal Standards Research (fixthecourt.com); Geyh, Charles Gardner,
Judicial Conduct and Ethics, 5th ed. (LexisNexis, 2019).

[51] Stigler, George J., The Theory of Economic Regulation, Bell Journal of Economics and Management
Science 2, no. 1 (1971): 3&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;21; Carpenter, Daniel, and David A. Moss, eds.,
Preventing Regulatory Capture: Special Interest Influence and How to Limit It (Cambridge University Press,
2013); Project on Government Oversight, Revolving Door and Regulatory Capture Research (pogo.org).

[52] Senate Committee on the Judiciary, Supreme Court Ethics Investigations (2023); ProPublica, Clarence
Thomas and Harlan Crow Investigations (propublica.org, 2023).

[53] Trump v. United States, 603 U.S. __ (2024); Levitsky, Steven &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Ziblatt, Daniel,
How Democracies Die (Crown, 2018); Congressional Research Service, Presidential Immunity from
Criminal Prosecution (2024).

[54] Ethics in Government Act of 1978, Pub. L. 95-521 (1978); Congressional Research Service, Post-
Employment Restrictions for Federal Officials (crsreports.congress.gov); Project on Government Oversight,
Revolving Door Research (pogo.org).

[55] Michaels, David, The Triumph of Doubt: Dark Money and the Science of Deception (Oxford University
Press, 2020); Center for Science in the Public Interest, Industry Funding of Regulatory Science Research
(cspinet.org); Union of Concerned Scientists, Corporate Influence on Regulatory Science (ucsusa.org).

[56] American Foreign Service Association, The State of the Foreign Service (afsa.org); Haass, Richard N., The
Bureaucratic Entrepreneur: How to Be Effective in Any Unruly Organization (Brookings Institution Press,
1999); Congressional Research Service, U.S. Diplomacy and the Foreign Service (crsreports.congress.gov).

[57] Dahl, Robert A., How Democratic Is the American Constitution? (Yale University Press, 2002),
48&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;84; National Popular Vote, National Popular Vote Interstate Compact
(nationalpopularvote.com).

[58] National Popular Vote, Research and Legislation (nationalpopularvote.com); Congressional Research
Service, Electoral College Reform: Contemporary Issues for Congress (2021).

[59] National Popular Vote, National Popular Vote Interstate Compact (nationalpopularvote.com); Koza, John R.
et al., Every Vote Equal: A State-Based Plan for Electing the President by National Popular Vote, 4th ed.
(National Popular Vote Press, 2013).

[60] U.S. Constitution, Art. I, &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 8, cl. 7; Postal Reorganization Act, Pub. L. 91-375 (1970);
DeJoy, Louis, Deposition in State of New York v. Trump, U.S. District Court (2020); American Postal
Workers Union, USPS Infrastructure and Democracy Research (apwu.org).

[61] Postal Service Reform Act of 2022, Pub. L. 117-108 (2022); Government Accountability Office, U.S. Postal
Service: Actions Needed to Ensure Successful Operational and Financial Transformation (gao.gov);
Brennan Center for Justice, Mail-In Voting and Election Infrastructure Research (brennancenter.org).

[62] Postal Accountability and Enhancement Act of 2006, Pub. L. 109-435 (2006); Postal Service Reform Act of
2022, Pub. L. 117-108 (2022); National Association of Letter Carriers, USPS Financial Reform Research
(nalc.org).

126



[63] Select Committee to Investigate the January 6th Attack on the United States Capitol, Final Report (2022);
Levitsky, Steven &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Ziblatt, Daniel, How Democracies Die (Crown, 2018); Senate
Select Committee on Intelligence, Russian Active Measures Campaigns and Interference in the 2016 U.S.
Election: Volume 5 (2020).

[64] Levitsky, Steven &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Ziblatt, Daniel, How Democracies Die (Crown, 2018),
176&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;203; Congressional Research Service, The Presidential Transitions Act:
Provisions and Funding (2020).

[65] Insurrection Act, 10 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 251&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;255;
Congressional Research Service, The Insurrection Act (2022); Brennan Center for Justice, Insurrection Act
Reform (brennancenter.org).

[66] Trump v. United States, 603 U.S. __ (2024); Nixon v. Fitzgerald, 457 U.S. 731 (1982); Congressional
Research Service, Presidential Immunity (2024).

[67] Levitsky, Steven &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Ziblatt, Daniel, How Democracies Die (Crown, 2018); Citizens
for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, Presidential Accountability Research (citizensforethics.org).

[68] U.S. Constitution, Art. |, &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 9 and Art. ll, &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 1; Citizens for
Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, Emoluments Research (citizensforethics.org).

[69] Morrison v. Olson, 487 U.S. 654 (1988); American Bar Association, Prosecutorial Independence and Ethics
Research (americanbar.org); Norris, Pippa, Electoral Integrity Project, Democratic Backsliding and
Institutional Capture Research (electoralintegrityproject.com).

[70] U.S. Department of Justice, Policies on Contact Between DOJ and White House (justice.gov);
Congressional Research Service, DOJ Independence and Presidential Oversight (crsreports.congress.gov);
Brookings Institution, Protecting DOJ Independence Research (brookings.edu).

[71] Internal Revenue Code, 26 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 7217; Treasury Inspector General for Tax
Administration, IRS Independence Research (treasury.gov/tigta); American Institute of CPAs, IRS
Independence and Taxpayer Rights Research (aicpa.org).

[72] Pendleton Civil Service Reform Act, ch. 27, 22 Stat. 403 (1883); Civil Service Reform Act of 1978, Pub. L.
95-454 (1978); Exec. Order No. 13957, 85 Fed. Reg. 67631 (Oct. 21, 2020); Partnership for Public Service,
Federal Civil Service and Merit Systems Research (publicservice.org).

[73] Civil Service Reform Act of 1978, Pub. L. 95-454 (1978); Congressional Research Service, Schedule F and
the Civil Service (crsreports.congress.gov, 2020); Partnership for Public Service, Protecting the Merit-Based
Civil Service (publicservice.org).

[74] Merit Systems Protection Board, Appeals and Merit System Principles (mspb.gov); Office of Special
Counsel, Prohibited Personnel Practices and Whistleblower Protection (osc.gov); Government
Accountability Project, Federal Whistleblower Rights and Protections (whistleblower.org).

[75] Congressional Research Service, Federal Workforce Reductions and Reorganizations
(crsreports.congress.gov); Government Accountability Office, Federal Workforce Management and Human
Capital (gao.gov); National Treasury Employees Union, Federal Employee Rights and Workforce
Protections (nteu.org).

[76] Inspector General Act of 1978, Pub. L. 95-452 (1978); Office of Personnel Management, Federal Employee
Rights and Protections (opm.gov); American Federation of Government Employees, Federal Workforce
Advocacy and Policy Research (afge.org).

[77] Youngstown Sheet &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Tube Co. v. Sawyer, 343 U.S. 579 (1952); Impoundment
Control Act of 1974, 2 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 681&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;688
(1974); Trump v. United States, 603 U.S. 593 (2024); Levitsky, Steven, and Daniel Ziblatt, Tyranny of the
Minority: Why American Democracy Reached the Breaking Point (Crown, 2023).

[78] Impoundment Control Act of 1974, 2 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;
681&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;688 (1974); Congressional Research Service, Presidential Impoundment
Authority (crsreports.congress.gov); Brennan Center for Justice, Separation of Powers and Executive
Accountability Research (brennancenter.org).

[79] Trump v. United States, 603 U.S. 593 (2024); Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. 137 (1803); American Bar
Association, Presidential Accountability and Rule of Law Research (americanbar.org).

[80] Inspector General Act of 1978, Pub. L. 95-452 (1978); Inspector General Independence and Empowerment
Act, Pub. L. 117-263 (2022); Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency, IG Independence
Research (ignet.gov).

[81] Brennan Center for Justice, A Guide to Emergency Powers and Their Limits (brennancenter.org);
Congressional Research Service, National Emergency Powers (2021).

[82] National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;
1601&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1651; Brennan Center for Justice, Emergency Powers Research
(brennancenter.org).

[83] War Powers Resolution, Pub. L. 93-148 (1973); Congressional Research Service, The War Powers
Resolution: Concepts and Practice (2023).

127



[84] Lessig, Lawrence, Republic, Lost: Version 2.0 (Twelve, 2015); Project On Government Oversight,
Government Ethics and Accountability Research (pogo.org); Transparency International, U.S. Anti-
Corruption Research (transparency.org).

[85] Public Citizen, Federal Ethics Reform and the Office of Public Integrity (citizen.org); Congressional
Research Service, Independent Agencies: Overview (crsreports.congress.gov, 2022).

[86] Inspector General Act of 1978, Pub. L. 95-452 (1978); Government Accountability Project, Federal
Oversight and Accountability Research (whistleblower.org); Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in
Washington, Government Ethics Reform Research (citizensforethics.org).

[87] Lessig, Lawrence, Republic, Lost: Version 2.0 (Twelve, 2015); Brennan Center for Justice, Government
Accountability Research (brennancenter.org); Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington,
Government Ethics Reform Research (citizensforethics.org).

[88] Saez, Emmanuel &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Zucman, Gabriel, The Triumph of Injustice: How the Rich
Dodge Taxes and How to Make Them Pay (W.W. Norton, 2019); Tax Policy Center, The Distribution of
Federal Taxes (taxpolicycenter.org).

[89] Joint Committee on Taxation, Tax Expenditure for Carried Interest (JCX-43-21, 2021); Fleischer, Victor,
Two and Twenty: Taxing Partnership Profits in Private Equity Funds, New York University Law Review 83
(2008): 1&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;57.

[90] Saez, Emmanuel &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Zucman, Gabriel, The Triumph of Injustice: How the Rich
Dodge Taxes and How to Make Them Pay (W.W. Norton, 2019), 173&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;210; Piketty,
Thomas et al., Distributional National Accounts: Methods and Estimates for the United States, Quarterly
Journal of Economics 133, no. 2 (2018): 553&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;609.

[91] Tax Policy Center, Historical Highest Marginal Income Tax Rates (taxpolicycenter.org); Congressional
Research Service, The 2017 Tax Revision (P.L. 115-97): Comparison to 2017 Tax Law (2019).

[92] Congressional Budget Office, Taxing Capital Income: Effective Tax Rates and Approaches to Reform
(2010); Grubert, Harry &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Altshuler, Rosanne, Fixing the System: An Analysis of
Alternative Proposals for the Reform of International Tax, National Tax Journal 66, no. 3 (2013):
671&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;712.

[93] Saez, Emmanuel &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Zucman, Gabriel, The Triumph of Injustice: How the Rich
Dodge Taxes and How to Make Them Pay (W.W. Norton, 2019), 200&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;210; Joint
Committee on Taxation, Overview of the Federal Tax System as in Effect for 2023 (JCX-2-23, 2023).

[94] Government Accountability Office, Tax Expenditures: Opportunities Exist to Use Budgeting and Agency
Performance Processes to Increase Oversight (GAO-16-622, 2016); Senate Permanent Subcommittee on
Investigations, Offshore Tax Evasion Research (hsgac.senate.gov).

[95] Social Security Amendments of 1983, Pub. L. 98-21 (1983); Social Security Administration, Income Taxes
and Your Social Security Benefit (ssa.gov); Reno, Virginia P. &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Lavery, Joni, Social
Security and Retirement Income Adequacy (National Academy of Social Insurance, nasi.org, 2007).

[96] Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, Social Security and Tax Policy Research (cbpp.org); National
Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare, Social Security Benefit Taxation Research
(ncpssm.org).

[97] Military Officers Association of America, Military Retirement and Tax Policy Research (moaa.org); Defense
Finance and Accounting Service, Military Retirees and Taxation (dfas.mil); National Conference of State
Legislatures, State Taxation of Military Retirement Pay (ncsl.org).

[98] Internal Revenue Service, Publication 590-A: Contributions to Individual Retirement Arrangements (IRAs)
(irs.gov); Employee Benefit Research Institute, Retirement Security and Saver&amp;amp;amp;#x2019;s
Credit Research (ebri.org).

[99] Economic Policy Institute, The Productivity-Pay Gap (epi.org); National Labor Relations Board, National
Labor Relations Act (nirb.gov).

[100] Dube, Arindrajit, Minimum Wages and the Distribution of Family Incomes, American Economic Review:
Insights 1, no. 2 (2019): 243&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;262; Congressional Budget Office, The Effects on
Employment and Family Income of Increasing the Federal Minimum Wage (2019).

[101] National Labor Relations Act, 29 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;
151&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;169; Economic Policy Institute, Unions and Worker Power Research (epi.org).

[102] National Labor Relations Board, Misclassification of Employees as Independent Contractors (nirb.gov);
Economic Policy Institute, Gig Economy Research (epi.org).

[103] Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, Parental Leave: Where Are the Fathers?
(oecd.org, 2016); Centre for American Progress, Paid Leave Research (americanprogress.org); Zero to
Three, Paid Family Leave and Infant Brain Development Research (zerotothree.org); Ruhm, Christopher J.,
Parental Leave and Child Health, Journal of Health Economics 19, no. 6 (2000): 931&amp;amp;#x2013;960;
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, Parental Leave Policy and Child Development
Research (oecd.org).

128



[104] Economic Policy Institute, It's Time for the United States to Adopt Standards for Paid Family and Medical
Leave (epi.org, 2018); Autonomy, The Results Are In: The UK's Four-Day Week Pilot (autonomy.work,
2023).

[105] European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working Conditions, Right to Disconnect
Research (eurofound.europa.eu); Economic Policy Institute, Working Time Research (epi.org).

[106] Occupational Safety and Health Administration, Workplace Safety and Health Research (osha.gov);
Economic Policy Institute, Wage Theft Research (epi.org).

[107] Reich, Robert B., Saving Capitalism: For the Many, Not the Few (Alfred A. Knopf, 2015); Economic Policy
Institute, Corporate Accountability Research (epi.org).

[108] Buy American Act, 41 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;
8301&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;8305; Economic Policy Institute, Reshoring Research (epi.org).

[109] Khan, Lina M., Amazon's Antitrust Paradox, Yale Law Journal 126, no. 3 (2017):
710&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;805; Wu, Tim, The Curse of Bigness: Antitrust in the New Gilded Age
(Columbia Global Reports, 2018).

[110] Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act, Pub. L. 111-203 (2010), CEO pay ratio
disclosure; Economic Policy Institute, CEO Pay Research (epi.org).

[111] Banking Act of 1933 (Glass-Steagall Act), Pub. L. 73-66 (1933); Johnson, Simon
&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Kwak, James, 13 Bankers: The Wall Street Takeover and the Next Financial
Meltdown (Pantheon Books, 2010).

[112] Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005, Pub. L. 109-8 (2005); Himmelstein,
David U., et al., Medical Bankruptcy in the United States, 2007: Results of a National Study, American
Journal of Medicine 122, no. 8 (2009): 741&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;746; National Consumer Law Center,
Medical Debt and Bankruptcy Research (nclc.org).

[113] National Consumer Law Center, Medical Debt and Bankruptcy Research (nclc.org); Commonwealth Fund,
Medical Debt and Financial Hardship (commonwealthfund.org); Consumer Bankruptcy Reform Act (various
Congresses).

[114] 11 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 523(a)(8); Brunner v. New York State Higher Education Services Corp.,
831 F.2d 395 (2d Cir. 1987); National Consumer Law Center, Student Loan Bankruptcy Research (nclc.org).

[115] Gondi, Suhas, and Zirui Song, Potential Implications of Private Equity Investments in Health Care Delivery,
JAMA 321, no. 11 (2019): 1047&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1048; Appelbaum, Eileen, and Rosemary Batt,
Private Equity at Work: When Wall Street Manages Main Street (Russell Sage Foundation, 2014); American
Antitrust Institute, Private Equity and Competitive Harm Research (antitrustinstitute.org).

[116] Federal Trade Commission, Private Equity in Health Care Research (ftc.gov); American Antitrust Institute,
Regulating Private Equity in Essential Services (antitrustinstitute.org); Scheffler, Richard M., et al.,
Monetizing Medicine: Private Equity and Competition in Physician Practice Markets, Health Affairs 42, no. 7
(2023): 974&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;984.

[117] Appelbaum, Eileen, and Rosemary Batt, Private Equity at Work: When Wall Street Manages Main Street
(Russell Sage Foundation, 2014), 178&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;225; Private Equity Stakeholder Project,
Private Equity and Essential Services Research (pestakeholder.org); Congressional Research Service,
Leveraged Buyouts and the Tax Code (crsreports.congress.gov).

[118] Weil, David, The Fissured Workplace: Why Work Became So Bad for So Many and What Can Be Done to
Improve It (Harvard University Press, 2014); Economic Policy Institute, Gig Economy and Worker
Misclassification Research (epi.org); National Employment Law Project, Independent Contractor
Misclassification Research (nelp.org).

[119] California Assembly Bill 5 (AB5) (2019); U.S. Department of Labor, Worker Classification Research
(dol.gov); Dynamex Operations West, Inc. v. Superior Court, 4 Cal. 5th 903 (2018).

[120] Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, Consumer Complaints Research (consumerfinance.gov); Military
Lending Act, 10 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 987.

[121] Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act, Pub. L. 111-203 (2010), establishing the
CFPB; Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, Research and Reports (consumerfinance.gov).

[122] National Consumer Law Center, Model State Consumer Loan Interest Rate Cap (nclc.org); Military
Lending Act, 10 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 987, 36% rate cap as a model.

[123] Community Reinvestment Act, 12 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;
2901&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;2908; Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, Fair Lending Research
(consumerfinance.gov).

[124] Pew Charitable Trusts, Payday Lending Research (pewtrusts.org); National Consumer Law Center,
Predatory Lending Research (nclc.org).

[125] Financial Stability Oversight Council, Report on Digital Asset Financial Stability Risks and Regulation
(2022); Securities and Exchange Commission, Digital Assets Research (sec.gov).

[126] Commodity Futures Trading Commission, Digital Assets Research (cftc.gov); Congressional Research
Service, Digital Assets and the Law (2022).

129



[127] Securities and Exchange Commission, Crypto Asset Exchange Registration (sec.gov); Department of the
Treasury, Crypto-Asset Policy Framework (treasury.gov).

[128] Internal Revenue Service, Virtual Currency Guidance (irs.gov); Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act,
Pub. L. 117-58 (2021), crypto tax reporting provisions.

[129] Marinescu, loana, No Strings Attached: The Behavioral Effects of U.S. Unconditional Cash Transfer
Programs (National Bureau of Economic Research, Working Paper No. 24337, 2018); Roosevelt Institute,
Modeling the Macroeconomic Effects of a Universal Basic Income (2017).

[130] Stockton Economic Empowerment Demonstration, Guaranteed Income Pilot Results
(stocktondemonstration.org); Kela, Finland Basic Income Experiment (kela.fi).

[131] Center for Guaranteed Income Research, Guaranteed Income Pilots Dashboard (gicp.info); Economic
Security Project, Guaranteed Income Research (economicsecurityproject.org).

[132] Jones, Damon &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Marinescu, loana, The Labor Market Impacts of Universal and
Permanent Cash Transfers: Evidence from the Alaska Permanent Fund, American Economic Journal:
Economic Policy 14, no. 2 (2022): 315&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;340.

[133] American Association of University Women, The Simple Truth About the Gender Pay Gap (aauw.org);
National Partnership for Women &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Families, Quantifying America's Gender Wage
Gap (nationalpartnership.org).

[134] Equal Pay Act of 1963, 29 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 206(d); Congress, Paycheck Fairness Act
(various Congresses); Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, Equal Pay Research (eeoc.gov).

[135] Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act, Pub. L. 111-203 (2010), CEO pay ratio
disclosure; Economic Policy Institute, Pay Equity Research (epi.org).

[136] National Women's Law Center, Salary History Bans Research (nwlic.org); PayScale, Compensation Best
Practices Report (payscale.com).

[137] Blasi, Joseph R., Richard B. Freeman, and Douglas L. Kruse, The Citizens Share: Putting Ownership Back
into Democracy (Yale University Press, 2013); National Center for Employee Ownership, Employee
Ownership Research (nceo.org); Democracy Collaborative, Community Wealth Building Research
(democracycollaborative.org).

[138] National Center for Employee Ownership, ESOP Research and Policy (nceo.org); United States
Federation of Worker Cooperatives, Federal Policy Research (usfwc.org); Blasi et al., The Citizens Share,
178&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;220.

[139] Community Reinvestment Act, 12 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;
2901&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;2908; Grounded Solutions Network, Community Land Trust Research
(groundedsolutions.org); Democracy Collaborative, Community Wealth and Anchor Institution Research
(democracycollaborative.org).

[140] Autor, David et al., The China Syndrome: Local Labor Market Effects of Import Competition in the United
States, American Economic Review 103, no. 6 (2013): 2121&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;2168.

[141] Buy American Act, 41 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;
8301&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;8305; CHIPS and Science Act, Pub. L. 117-167 (2022).

[142] Economic Development Administration, Manufacturing Research (eda.gov); Brookings Institution,
Revitalizing Manufacturing Research (brookings.edu).

[143] Commonwealth Fund, Mirror, Mirror 2021: Reflecting Poorly: Health Care in the U.S. Compared to Other
High-Income Countries (2021); Himmelstein, David U. et al., Medical Bankruptcy: Still Common Despite the
Affordable Care Act, American Journal of Public Health 109, no. 3 (2019): 431&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;433.

[144] Physicians for a National Health Program, Single-Payer Research (pnhp.org); Galvani, Alison P. et al.,
Improving the Prognosis of Health Care in the USA, The Lancet 395, no. 10223 (2020):
524&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;533.

[145] Blahous, Charles, The Costs of a National Single-Payer Healthcare System (Mercatus Center, 2018);
Woolhandler, Steffie &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Himmelstein, David U., Single-Payer Reform: Medicare for
All, Annals of Internal Medicine 166, no. 8 (2017): 587&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;588.

[146] RAND Corporation, International Prescription Drug Price Comparisons (2021); Kanavos, Panos et al.,
Higher U.S. Branded Drug Prices and Spending Compared to Other Countries May Stem Partly from Quick
Uptake of New Drugs, Health Affairs 32, no. 4 (2013): 753&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;761.

[147] Kaiser Family Foundation, Health Insurance and Personal Health Care Costs Research (kff.org); Collins,
Sara R. et al., The Problem of Underinsurance and How Rising Deductibles Will Make It Worse
(Commonwealth Fund, 2015).

[148] Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, National Survey on Drug Use and Health
(samhsa.gov); National Alliance on Mental lliness, Mental Health By the Numbers (nami.org).

[149] Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008, Pub. L. 110-343; Melek, Scott P. et al., Addiction
and Mental Health vs. Physical Health: Widening Disparities in Network Use and Provider Reimbursement
(Milliman, 2019).

130



[150] National Council for Mental Wellbeing, The Psychiatric Shortage (thenationalcouncil.org, 2017); Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Community Mental Health Services Block Grant
(samhsa.gov).

[151] American Psychological Association, Addressing the Mental Health Workforce Shortage (apa.org); Health
Resources and Services Administration, National Health Service Corps (hrsa.gov).

[152] Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Co-Occurring Disorders Research
(samhsa.gov); Treatment Advocacy Center, The Treatment of Persons with Mental lliness in Prisons and
Jails: A State Survey (treatmentadvocacycenter.org, 2014).

[153] Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Chronic Disease in America (cdc.gov); GBD 2017 Diet
Collaborators, Health Effects of Dietary Risks in 195 Countries, 1990&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;2017: A
Systematic Analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2017, The Lancet 393, no. 10184 (2019):
1958&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1972.

[154] Dietary Supplement Health and Education Act of 1994, Pub. L. 103-417; Government Accountability
Office, Dietary Supplements: FDA May Have Opportunities to Expand Its Use of Reported Health Problems
(GAO-13-244, 2013).

[155] Federal Trade Commission, Health Claims and Advertising (ftc.gov); Federal Trade Commission, FTC's
Endorsement Guides: What People Are Asking (ftc.gov, 2023).

[156] Federal Trade Commission, Disclosures 101 for Social Media Influencers (ftc.gov, 2019); Chou, Wen-Ying
Sylvia et al., Addressing Health-Related Misinformation on Social Media, JAMA 320, no. 23 (2018):
2417&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;2418.

[157] Department of Agriculture &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Department of Health and Human Services, Dietary
Guidelines for Americans (dietaryguidelines.gov); Nestle, Marion, Food Politics: How the Food Industry
Influences Nutrition and Health (University of California Press, 2002).

[158] National Low Income Housing Coalition, Out of Reach: The High Cost of Housing (nlihc.org, annual); Joint
Center for Housing Studies of Harvard University, The State of the Nation's Housing (jchs.harvard.edu,
annual).

[159] Urban Institute, Housing Finance Policy Center Research (urban.org); National Low Income Housing
Coalition, National Housing Preservation Database (preservationdatabase.org).

[160] Trust for Public Land, Conservation Research (tpl.org); American Farmland Trust, Farms Under Threat:
The State of America's Farmland (farmland.org, 2018).

[161] Goodman, Laurie et al., Institutional Owners in Single-Family Rental Properties (Urban Institute, 2023);
National Association of Realtors, Corporate Buyer Research (nar.realtor).

[162] National Housing Law Project, Affordable Housing Research (nhlp.org); National Multifamily Housing
Council, Affordable Housing Policy (nmhc.org).

[163] Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, SNAP Works for America's Children (cbpp.org, 2016); Department
of Agriculture Economic Research Service, The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and the
Economy: New Estimates of the SNAP Multiplier (Economic Research Report No. 265, 2019).

[164] Department of Agriculture Food and Nutrition Service, WIC Program Research (fns.usda.gov); Gundersen,
Craig &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Ziliak, James P., Food Insecurity and Health Outcomes, Health Affairs 34,
no. 11 (2015): 1830&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1839.

[165] Herd, Pamela &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Moynihan, Donald P., Administrative Burden: Policymaking by
Other Means (Russell Sage Foundation, 2018); Benefits Data Trust, Closing the Benefits Access Gap
(bdtrust.org).

[166] U.S. Department of Agriculture Economic Research Service, Food Access Research Atlas (ers.usda.gov);
Bower, Kelly M., et al., The Intersection of Neighborhood Racial Segregation, Poverty, and Urbanicity and
Its Impact on Food Store Availability in the United States, Preventive Medicine 58 (2014):
33&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;39; Walker, Renee E., Christopher R. Keane, and Jessica G. Burke, Disparities
and Access to Healthy Food in the United States, Health &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Place 16, no. 5 (2010):
876&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;884.

[167] U.S. Department of Agriculture, Community Food Projects Competitive Grant Program (ams.usda.gov);
PolicyLink, Healthy Food Access Research (policylink.org); Reinvestment Fund, Healthy Food Financing
Initiative Research (reinvestmentfund.org).

[168] Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, Thrifty Food Plan Update (usda.gov, 2021); Goldrick-Rab,
Sara, et al., Hungry and Homeless in College, Wisconsin HOPE Lab (2018); National Alliance to End
Homelessness, SNAP and Food Insecurity Research (endhomelessness.org).

[169] Hamilton, Gayle, Moving People from Welfare to Work (MDRC, 2002); Workforce Innovation and
Opportunity Act, Pub. L. 113-128 (2014).

[170] Advance CTE, Making Career and Technical Education Work for All Students (careertech.org);
Department of Labor, ApprenticeshipUSA Program Data (apprenticeship.gov).

[171] MDRC, Enhanced Employment Strategies Research (mdrc.org); Center for American Progress, Child Care
and the Economy (americanprogress.org).

131



[172] National Academy for State Health Policy, Benefits Cliff Research (nashp.org); Acs, Gregory
&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Loprest, Pamela, Who Are Low-Income Working Families? (Urban Institute,
2004).

[173] Department of Labor, Work Opportunity Tax Credit (dol.gov); Urban Institute, Welfare-to-Work Research
(urban.org).

[174] Murthy, Vivek H., Our Epidemic of Loneliness and Isolation: The U.S. Surgeon
General&amp;amp;amp;#x2019;s Advisory on the Healing Effects of Social Connection and Community
(U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 2023); Holt-Lunstad, Julianne, et al., Loneliness and
Social Isolation as Risk Factors for Mortality, Perspectives on Psychological Science 10, no. 2 (2015):
227&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;237; Putnam, Robert D., Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American
Community (Simon &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Schuster, 2000).

[175] U.S. Surgeon General, Advisory on Loneliness and Isolation (hhs.gov, 2023); American Library
Association, Public Libraries as Community Anchors (ala.org); Project for Public Spaces, Placemaking and
Community Connection Research (pps.org).

[176] AmeriCorps, National Service Research (americorps.gov); Putnam, Robert D., and Shaylyn Romney
Garrett, The Upswing: How America Came Together a Century Ago and How We Can Do It Again (Simon
&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Schuster, 2020); Corporation for National and Community Service, Civic
Engagement Research (nationalservice.gov).

[177] Center for American Progress, The True Cost of High-Quality Child Care across the United States
(americanprogress.org); Chetty, Raj, et al., Where Is the Land of Opportunity? The Geography of
Intergenerational Mobility in the United States, Quarterly Journal of Economics 129, no. 4 (2014):
1553&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1623; National Women&amp;amp;amp;#x2019;s Law Center, Childcare and
Women&amp;amp;amp;#x2019;s Economic Security Research (nwlc.org).

[178] Economic Policy Institute, Universal Child Care Research (epi.org); Gould, Elise, and Tanyell Cooke, High
Quality Child Care Is Out of Reach for Working Families (Economic Policy Institute, 2015); Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development, Family Database: Public Spending on Childcare and Early
Education (oecd.org).

[179] Heckman, James J., Skill Formation and the Economics of Investing in Disadvantaged Children, Science
312, no. 5782 (2006): 1900&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1902; Annie E. Casey Foundation, Kids Count Data
Center (datacenter.kidscount.org).

[180] Center for American Progress, Child Care Crisis Research (americanprogress.org); Barnett, W. Steven,

Expanding Access to Quality Pre-K is Sound Public Policy (National Institute for Early Education Research,
2013).
[181] Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, Child Tax Credit Research (cbpp.org); Center on Poverty and
Social Policy at Columbia University, Child Tax Credit Monthly Impact Data (povertycenter.columbia.edu).
[182] Child Welfare Information Gateway, Foster Care Statistics (childwelfare.gov); Annie E. Casey Foundation,
Child Welfare Reform Research (aecf.org).

[183] Food Research &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Action Center, School Breakfast Program (frac.org);
Department of Agriculture, National School Lunch Program (fns.usda.gov).

[184] National Institute on Drug Abuse, Drug Overdose Death Rates (nida.nih.gov); Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, Drug Overdose Surveillance (cdc.gov, updated regularly).

[185] Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, National Survey on Drug Use and Health
(samhsa.gov); Volkow, Nora D. et al., Neurobiologic Advances from the Brain Disease Model of Addiction,
New England Journal of Medicine 374, no. 4 (2016): 363&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;371.

[186] Drug Policy Alliance, Harm Reduction Research (drugpolicy.org); Csete, Joanne et al., Public Health and
International Drug Policy, The Lancet 387, no. 10026 (2016): 1427&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1480.

[187] National Prescription Opiate Litigation, Opioid Litigation Settlement Research (opioidlitigation.com);
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Opioid Treatment Programs (samhsa.gov).

[188] AARP Public Policy Institute, Long-Term Services and Supports Research (aarp.org); Centers for
Medicare &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Medicaid Services, Nursing Home Compare (medicare.gov).

[189] Genworth Financial, Cost of Care Survey (genworth.com, annual); Reinhard, Susan C. et al., Valuing the
Invaluable: 2019 Update (AARP Public Policy Institute, 2019).

[190] Centers for Medicare &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Medicaid Services, Nursing Home Reform Research
(cms.gov); Harrington, Charlene et al., Nursing Home Staffing Standards in State Statutes and Regulations
(University of California, San Francisco, 2020).

[191] Olmstead v. L.C., 527 U.S. 581 (1999); AARP, Home and Community-Based Services Research
(aarp.org).

[192] National Adult Protective Services Association, Elder Abuse Research (napsa-now.org); National Center
on Elder Abuse, Elder Abuse Research (ncea.acl.gov).

[193] Petersen, Emily E. et al., Racial/Ethnic Disparities in Pregnancy-Related Deaths: United States,
2007 &amp;amp;amp;#x2013;2016, Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 68, no. 35 (2019):

132



762&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;765; Commonwealth Fund, Maternal Mortality and Maternity Care in the United
States Compared to 10 Other Developed Countries (2020).

[194] March of Dimes, Nowhere to Go: Maternity Care Deserts Across the U.S. (marchofdimes.org, 2022);
American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, Maternal Mortality Research (acog.org).

[195] Association of American Medical Colleges, Implicit Bias Training Research (aamc.org); American
Midwifery Certification Board, Midwifery Research (amcbmidwife.org).

[196] Guttmacher Institute, Reproductive Health Research (guttmacher.org); American Medical Association,
AMA Policy on Reproductive Rights (ama-assn.org).

[197] Hoyert, Donna L., Maternal Mortality Rates in the United States (National Center for Health Statistics,
cdc.gov/nchs); Black Mamas Matter Alliance, Black Maternal Health Research (blackmamasmatter.org);
American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, Maternal Mortality and Racial Disparities Research
(acog.org).

[198] American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, Pub. L. 117-2 (2021); Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
Maternal Mortality Review Committees Research (cdc.gov); National Partnership for Women
&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Families, Maternal Health Research (nationalpartnership.org).

[199] Black Maternal Health Momnibus Act (various Congresses); Petersen, Emily E., et al., Racial/Ethnic
Disparities in Pregnancy-Related Deaths&amp;amp;amp;#x2014;United States,
2007 &amp;amp;amp;#x2013;2016, Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 68, no. 35 (2019):
762&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;765; Association of American Medical Colleges, Implicit Bias Training in
Medical Education (aamc.org).

[200] Americans for the Arts, Arts and Economic Prosperity 6 (americansforthearts.org, 2023); National
Endowment for the Arts, Arts and Cultural Production Satellite Account (arts.gov).

[201] National Endowment for the Arts, Annual Report (arts.gov); Corporation for Public Broadcasting, Annual
Report (cpb.org).

[202] National Endowment for the Arts, The Arts in Early Childhood (arts.gov); Institute of Museum and Library
Services, Public Libraries in the United States (imls.gov).

[203] Corporation for Public Broadcasting, Impact Research (cpb.org); Current, Public Media Research
(current.org).

[204] Department of Agriculture Economic Research Service, Rural America at a Glance (ers.usda.gov, annual);
Rural Health Research Gateway, Rural Health Research (ruralhealthresearch.org).

[205] National Rural Health Association, Rural Health Research (ruralhealthweb.org); Health Resources and
Services Administration, Rural Health Grants and Programs (hrsa.gov).

[206] Federal Communications Commission, Broadband Deployment in Rural America (fcc.gov); Department of
Agriculture, ReConnect Program (usda.gov).

[207] Department of Agriculture Rural Development, Economic Development Programs (rd.usda.gov); Brookings
Institution, Restoring Prosperity in America's Smaller Cities and Rural Communities (brookings.edu).

[208] Rural Health Information Hub, Rural Opioid Epidemic Research (ruralhealthinfo.org); Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Services Administration, Rural Substance Use Research (samhsa.gov).

[209] Center on the Developing Child at Harvard University, The Science of Early Childhood Development
(developingchild.harvard.edu); Shonkoff, Jack P., and Deborah A. Phillips, eds., From Neurons to
Neighborhoods: The Science of Early Childhood Development (National Academies Press, 2000);
Heckman, James J., The Economics, Technology, and Neuroscience of Human Capability Formation,
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 104, no. 33 (2007): 13250&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;13255.

[210] Nurse-Family Partnership, Evidence Base and Research (nursefamilypartnership.org); Early Head Start,
Program Research (eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov); Zero to Three, Early Childhood Policy Research
(zerotothree.org).

[211] Economic Policy Institute, The Teacher Pay Penalty Has Hit a New High (epi.org, 2022), finding teachers
earn 23.5% less in weekly wages than comparable college-educated professionals; National Education
Association, Rankings &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Estimates: Rankings of the States 2022 and Estimates of
School Statistics 2023 (nea.org, 2023).

[212] Sutcher, Leib et al., A Coming Crisis in Teaching? Teacher Supply, Demand, and Shortages in the U.S.
(Learning Policy Institute, 2016); Allegretto, Sylvia &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Mishel, Lawrence, The
Teacher Weekly Wage Penalty Hit 21.4 Percent in 2018 (Economic Policy Institute, 2019).

[213] Baker, Bruce D., How Money Matters for Schools (Learning Policy Institute, 2017); Jackson, C. Kirabo et

al., The Effects of School Spending on Educational and Economic Outcomes: Evidence from School
Finance Reforms, Quarterly Journal of Economics 131, no. 1 (2016): 157&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;218.

[214] Boyd, Donald et al., The Influence of School Administrators on Teacher Retention Decisions, American
Educational Research Journal 48, no. 2 (2011): 303&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;333; National Commission on
Teaching and America's Future, No Dream Denied: A Pledge to America's Children (2003).

133



[215] Ravitch, Diane, Reign of Error: The Hoax of the Privatization Movement and the Danger to America's
Public Schools (Alfred A. Knopf, 2013), 107&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;124; American Federation of Teachers,
Educator Surveys (aft.org).

[216] AdoptAClassroom.org, Teacher Spending Survey (adoptaclassroom.org, 2022), finding 94% of teachers
spend their own money on classroom supplies averaging $860 annually; Phi Delta Kappan, PDK Poll of the
Public's Attitudes Toward the Public Schools (pdkpoll.org).

[217] Dee, Thomas S., Teachers, Race, and Student Achievement in a Randomized Experiment, Review of
Economics and Statistics 86, no. 1 (2004): 195&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;210; Gershenson, Seth, et al., The
Long-Run Impacts of Same-Race Teachers, American Economic Review: Insights 4, no. 4 (2022):
493&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;510; National Education Association, Teacher Diversity Research (nea.org).

[218] National Education Association, Recruiting and Retaining Teachers of Color Research (nea.org);
Gershenson et al., American Economic Review: Insights 4, no. 4 (2022): 493&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;510;
American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education, Diversifying the Teacher Workforce Research
(aacte.org).

[219] Education Trust, Funding Gaps 2018: An Analysis of School Funding Equity Across the U.S. and Within
Each State (edtrust.org, 2018); Darling-Hammond, Linda, The Flat World and Education: How America's
Commitment to Equity Will Determine Our Future (Teachers College Press, 2010),
38&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;72.

[220] Lafortune, Julien et al., School Finance Reform and the Distribution of Student Achievement, American
Economic Journal: Applied Economics 10, no. 2 (2018): 1&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;26.

[221] Baker, Bruce D. et al., Closing America's Education Funding Gaps (The Century Foundation, tcf.org,
2020); National Center for Education Statistics, Revenues and Expenditures for Public Elementary and
Secondary Education (Department of Education, nces.ed.gov, annual).

[222] Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act, Pub.
L. 114-95 (2015), Title | provisions; Department of Education, Title I, Part A Program Data (ed.gov).

[223] Government Accountability Office, K-12 Education: School Districts Frequently Identified Multiple Building
Systems in Need of Repair or Replacement (GAO-20-494, 2020), finding 54% of schools need repairs to
building systems; American Society of Civil Engineers, 2021 Report Card for America's Infrastructure:
Schools (infrastructurereportcard.org, 2021).

[224] Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2022
(federalreserve.gov, 2023); Goldrick-Rab, Sara, Paying the Price: College Costs, Financial Aid, and the
Betrayal of the American Dream (University of Chicago Press, 2016).

[225] College Promise, College Promise Programs Across America (collegepromise.org); College Board, Trends
in College Pricing and Student Aid 2022 (collegeboard.org, 2022).

[226] Department of Education, Federal Student Aid Data Center (studentaid.gov); Miller, Ben, The Student Debt
Problem Is Worse Than We Imagined (Center for American Progress, 2018).

[227] Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, Student Loan Interest Capitalization (consumerfinance.gov);
National Consumer Law Center, Student Loan Borrower Assistance (studentloanborrowerassistance.org).

[228] College Board, Trends in Student Aid 2022 (research.collegeboard.org, 2022); Pell Institute, Indicators of
Higher Education Equity in the United States: 2022 Historical Trend Report (pellinstitute.org, 2022).

[229] Federal Reserve Bank of New York, Student Loan Debt by Age Group Research (newyorkfed.org);
Deming, David J., Claudia Goldin, and Lawrence F. Katz, The For-Profit Postsecondary School Sector:
Nimble Critters or Agile Predators?, Journal of Economic Perspectives 26, no. 1 (2012):
139&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;164; National Student Legal Defense Network, Student Debt and Predatory
Colleges Research (nsldn.org).

[230] Higher Education Act, 20 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 1087e; U.S. Department of
Education, Borrower Defense to Repayment Rule (ed.gov); The Institute for College Access and Success,
Student Debt and Financial Aid Research (ticas.org).

[231] Gainful Employment Rule, 34 C.F.R. Part 668; Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, Student Lending
and For-Profit Colleges Research (consumerfinance.gov); Veterans Education Success, For-Profit College
and Gl Bill Research (veteranseducationsuccess.org).

[232] Crenshaw, Kimberlé et al., eds., Critical Race Theory: The Key Writings That Formed the Movement (The
New Press, 1995); United Nations, Universal Declaration of Human Rights (un.org, 1948); Ladson-Billings,
Gloria, Just What Is Critical Race Theory and What's It Doing in a Nice Field Like Education?, International
Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education 11, no. 1 (1998): 7&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;24.

[233] Dee, Thomas S. &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Penner, Emily K., The Causal Effects of Cultural Relevance:
Evidence from an Ethnic Studies Curriculum, American Educational Research Journal 54, no. 1 (2017):
127&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;166.

[234] National Council for the Social Studies, College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework for Social Studies
State Standards (socialstudies.org, 2013); Howard, Tyrone C., Why Race and Culture Matter in Schools:
Closing the Achievement Gap in America's Classrooms (Teachers College Press, 2010).

134



[235] American Historical Association, Statement on Standards of Professional Conduct (historians.org);
National Council for History Education, Habits of Mind: Historical Thinking Standards (nche.net).

[236] Sleeter, Christine E., Preparing White Teachers for Diverse Students, in Handbook of Research on
Teacher Education, 3rd ed. (Routledge, 2008); Gay, Geneva, Culturally Responsive Teaching: Theory,
Research, and Practice, 3rd ed. (Teachers College Press, 2018).

[237] Center for Civic Education, National Standards for Civics and Government (civiced.org); Levine, Peter
&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Kawashima-Ginsberg, Kei, The Republic is (Still) at Stake: Civic Education in an
Age of Division (Jonathan M. Tisch College of Civic Life, 2017).

[238] National Assessment of Educational Progress, Civics 2022 (nationsreportcard.gov, 2023); Campaign for
the Civic Mission of Schools, Guardian of Democracy: The Civic Mission of Schools (2011).

[239] Paul, Richard &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Elder, Linda, Critical Thinking: Tools for Taking Charge of Your
Professional and Personal Life, 3rd ed. (Pearson, 2020); Partnership for 21st Century Learning, Framework
for 21st Century Learning (battelleforkids.org).

[240] Stanford History Education Group, Civic Online Reasoning Curriculum (cor.stanford.edu); News Literacy
Project, Checkology Platform (newslit.org).

[241] Breakstone, Joel et al., Students' Civic Online Reasoning: A National Portrait, Educational Researcher 50,
no. 8 (2021): 505&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;515; Media Literacy Now, U.S. Media Literacy Policy Report
(medialiteracynow.org).

[242] Association for Career and Technical Education, What Is CTE? (acteonline.org); Symonds, William C. et
al., Pathways to Prosperity: Meeting the Challenge of Preparing Young Americans for the 21st Century
(Harvard Graduate School of Education, 2011).

[243] Advance CTE, State Policies Impacting CTE: 2022 Year in Review (careertech.org, 2023); National Center
for Education Statistics, Career and Technical Education Statistics (nces.ed.gov).

[244] Rosenbaum, James E., Beyond College for All: Career Paths for the Forgotten Half (Russell Sage
Foundation, 2001); Stone, James R. lll &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Lewis, Morgan V., College and Career
Ready in the 21st Century: Making High School Matter (Teachers College Press, 2012).

[245] AFL-CIO, Apprenticeship: A Strategy for Good Jobs (aflcio.org); Department of Labor, ApprenticeshipUSA
Program Data (apprenticeship.gov).

[246] Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Childhood Obesity Facts (cdc.gov); Ogden, Cynthia L. et al.,
Prevalence of Obesity Among Youths by Household Income and Education Level of Head of Household,
United States 2011&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;2014, JAMA 319, no. 23 (2018):
24228&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;2429.

[247] Contento, Isobel R., Nutrition Education: Linking Research, Theory, and Practice, 3rd ed. (Jones
&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Bartlett Learning, 2016); Story, Mary et al., The Role of Schools in Obesity
Prevention, Future of Children 16, no. 1 (2006): 109&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;142.

[248] Department of Agriculture, Nutrition Standards in the National School Lunch and School Breakfast
Programs, 7 C.F.R. Parts 210 and 220 (2012); Gearan, Elizabeth C. &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Fox, Mary
Kay, School Nutrition and Meal Cost Study: Summary of Findings (Mathematica, 2019).

[249] Society of Health and Physical Educators, National Standards for K-12 Physical Education
(shapeamerica.org); Hillman, Charles H. et al., Be Smart, Exercise Your Heart: Exercise Effects on Brain
and Cognition, Nature Reviews Neuroscience 9, no. 1 (2008): 58&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;65.

[250] Food Research &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Action Center, School Breakfast Program Research (frac.org);
Gundersen, Craig &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Ziliak, James P., Food Insecurity and Health Outcomes,
Health Affairs 34, no. 11 (2015): 1830&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1839.

[251] Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. &mp;amp;amp;#xa7; 1400 et seq.; National Council
on Disability, IDEA Series: Broken Promises: The Underfunding of IDEA (ncd.gov, 2018).

[252] Center for American Progress, The Chronic Underfunding of Special Education (americanprogress.org,
2020); Boe, Erling E. et al., Retention of Special and General Education Teachers from Their Initial Jobs,
The Journal of Special Education 42, no. 2 (2008): 91&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;105.

[253] American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education, Colleges of Education: A National Portrait
(aacte.org, 2018); Boe, Erling E. et al., Retention of Special and General Education Teachers from Their
Initial Jobs, Journal of Special Education 42, no. 2 (2008): 91&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;105.

[254] Hehir, Thomas et al., A Summary of the Evidence on Inclusive Education (Abt Associates, 2016); Fisher,
Douglas et al., What Research Says About Inclusive Education (Corwin Press, 2003).

[255] Skiba, Russell J. et al., Race Is Not Neutral: A National Investigation of African American and Latino
Disproportionality in Special Education, School Psychology Review 37, no. 2 (2008):
233&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;248; Department of Education Office for Civil Rights, 2020 Civil Rights Data
Collection (ocrdata.ed.gov).

[256] National Technical Assistance Center on Transition, Evidence-Based Practices and Predictors
(transitionta.org); Wehman, Paul et al., Life Beyond the Classroom: Transition Strategies for Young People
with Disabilities, 5th ed. (Paul H. Brookes Publishing, 2012).

135



[257] National Center for Education Statistics, Program for the International Assessment of Adult Competencies:
2012&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;2017 U.S. Results (nces.ed.gov); ProLiteracy, Adult Literacy Facts
(proliteracy.org).

[258] Department of Education Division of Adult Education and Literacy, Adult Education and Family Literacy Act
Program Data (ed.gov).

[259] Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act, Pub. L. 113-128 (2014); Department of Labor, Workforce
Innovation and Opportunity Act Performance Data (dol.gov).

[260] National Digital Inclusion Alliance, Digital Equity Research (digitalinclusion.org); Pew Research Center,
Digital Divide Research (pewresearch.org).

[261] Migration Policy Institute, English as a Second Language Research (migrationpolicy.org).

[262] American Council on Education, GED Testing Data (acenet.edu); Complete College America, Corequisite
Remediation: Spanning the Completion Divide (completecollege.org).

[263] Everytown for Gun Safety, Gunfire on School Grounds in the United States (everytown.org); Bacher-Hicks,
Andrew et al., The School to Prison Pipeline: Long-Run Impacts of School Suspensions on Adult Crime
(National Bureau of Economic Research, Working Paper No. 26257, 2019).

[264] American School Counselor Association, Student-to-School-Counselor Ratio
2021&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;2022 (schoolcounselor.org, 2023), finding the national average ratio of 408
students per counselor versus the recommended 250:1; National Association of School Psychologists,
Shortages in School Psychology (nasponline.org).

[265] Cornell, Dewey G. et al., A Randomized Controlled Study of the Virginia Student Threat Assessment
Guidelines in Grades K-12, School Psychology Review 41, no. 1 (2012): 100&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;115;
Secret Service National Threat Assessment Center, Protecting America's Schools: A U.S. Secret Service
Analysis of Targeted School Violence (2019).

[266] Durlak, Joseph A. et al., The Impact of Enhancing Students' Social and Emotional Learning: A Meta-
Analysis of School-Based Universal Interventions, Child Development 82, no. 1 (2011):
405&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;432; Payne, Allison Ann &mp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Welch, Kelly, Restorative
Justice in Schools: The Influence of Race on Restorative Discipline, Youth &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;
Society 47, no. 4 (2015): 539&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;564.

[267] American Psychological Association Zero Tolerance Task Force, Are Zero Tolerance Policies Effective in
the Schools? A Evidentiary Review and Recommendations, American Psychologist 63, no. 9 (2008):
852&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;862; Skiba, Russell J. &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Rausch, M. Karega, Zero
Tolerance, Suspension, and Expulsion: Questions of Equity and Effectiveness, in Handbook of Classroom
Management (Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, 2006).

[268] American Medical Association, LGBTQ+ Health Research and Gender-Affirming Care (ama-assn.org);
American Academy of Pediatrics, Ensuring Comprehensive Care and Support for Transgender and Gender-
Diverse Children and Adolescents (aap.org); Williams Institute, UCLA School of Law, Trans Population
Research (williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu).

[269] Affordable Care Act, 42 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 18116; Equality Act, H.R. 5 (various Congresses);
Human Rights Campaign, Transgender Rights and Health Research (hrc.org).

[270] Bostock v. Clayton County, 590 U.S. 644 (2020); Title IX, 20 U.S.C.
&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 1681&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1688; National Center for
Transgender Equality, Discrimination Against Transgender People Research (transequality.org).

[271] PEN America, Banned in the USA: The Growing Movement to Censor Books in Schools (pen.org, 2022);
American Library Association, Banned Books and Challenges Data (ala.org); American Civil Liberties Union,
Censorship in Schools Research (aclu.org).

[272] Board of Education v. Pico, 457 U.S. 853 (1982); PEN America, Educational Gag Orders Research
(pen.org); National Council of Teachers of English, Intellectual Freedom and Censorship Research
(ncte.org).

[273] Hannah-Jones, Nikole, et al., The 1619 Project (New York Times Magazine, 2019); Southern Poverty Law
Center, Teaching Hard History: American Slavery (splcenter.org); American Historical Association,
Statement on the Teaching of History in K-12 Schools (historians.org).

[274] Help America Vote Act of 2002, Pub. L. 107-252 (2002); U.S. Election Assistance Commission, Election
Administration Research (eac.gov); Brennan Center for Justice, Election Administration and Infrastructure
Security Research (brennancenter.org).

[275] Help America Vote Act of 2002, Pub. L. 107-252 (2002); Verified Voting, Paper Ballot and Audit Standards
Research (verifiedvoting.org); MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Election Administration Research
(electionlab.mit.edu).

[276] Voting Rights Act of 1965, 52 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 20511; Brennan Center for Justice, Election
Worker Harassment and Protection Research (brennancenter.org); U.S. Election Assistance Commission,
Election Worker Resources (eac.gov).

136



[277] National Science Board, The STEM Labor Force of Today: Scientists, Engineers, and Skilled Technical
Workers (nsf.gov, 2021); President's Council of Advisors on Science and Technology, Engage to Excel:
Producing One Million Additional College Graduates with Degrees in Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics (2012).

[278] National Science Foundation, Broadening Participation in STEM Programs (nsf.gov); Change the
Equation, Vital Signs: Reports on the Condition of STEM Learning in the U.S. (changetheequation.org).

[279] National Academy of Engineering, Changing the Conversation: Messages for Improving Public
Understanding of Engineering (National Academies Press, 2008); ConnectEd: The California Center for
College and Career, Linked Learning Research (connectedcalifornia.org).

[280] UTeach Institute, Research on the UTeach Model (uteach-institute.org); Math for America, Impact on
Teacher Retention and Practice (mathforamerica.org).

[281] Vallor, Shannon, Technology and the Virtues: A Philosophical Guide to a Future Worth Wanting (Oxford
University Press, 2016); National Academy of Engineering, Infusing Ethics into the Development of
Engineers (National Academies Press, 2016).

[282] Bagdikian, Ben H., The New Media Monopoly (Beacon Press, 2004); Free Press, Media Consolidation
Research (freepress.net); Pew Research Center, State of the News Media (pewresearch.org, annual).

[283] Federal Trade Commission, Truth in Advertising (ftc.gov); Red Lion Broadcasting Co. v. FCC, 395 U.S.
367 (1969), upholding the public interest obligations of broadcast licensees.

[284] Federal Communications Commission, Fairness Doctrine History (fcc.gov); Wu, Tim, The Master Switch:
The Rise and Fall of Information Empires (Alfred A. Knopf, 2010), 225&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;260.

[285] Crawford, Susan, Captive Audience: The Telecom Industry and Monopoly Power in the New Gilded Age
(Yale University Press, 2013); Columbia Journalism Review, Media Consolidation Research (cjr.org).

[286] Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press, Transparency Research (rcfp.org); Abernathy, Penelope
Muse, News Deserts and Ghost Newspapers: Will Local News Survive? (University of North Carolina,
2020).

[287] Brennan Center for Justice, Political Advertising Research (brennancenter.org); Federal Election
Commission, Political Advertising Regulations (fec.gov).

[288] Fox News Network LLC v. McDougal, No. 1:19-cv-11161 (S.D.N.Y. 2020); Dominion Voting Systems Corp.
v. Fox News Network LLC, Del. Super. Ct. No. N21C-03-257 (2021); Red Lion Broadcasting Co. v. FCC,
395 U.S. 367 (1969).

[289] Federal Trade Commission Act, 15 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 45; Zauderer v. Office of Disciplinary
Counsel, 471 U.S. 626 (1985); Ibanez v. Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation, 512
U.S. 136 (1994).

[290] Communications Act of 1934, 47 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 309; Red Lion Broadcasting Co. v. FCC,
395 U.S. 367 (1969); Federal Communications Commission, Broadcast Station License Renewal Standards
(fcc.gov).

[291] News Literacy Project, Checkology and Media Literacy Research (newslit.org); Stanford History Education
Group, Civic Online Reasoning (cor.stanford.edu); National Association for Media Literacy Education, Core
Principles of Media Literacy Education (namle.net).

[292] Crawford, Susan, Captive Audience: The Telecom Industry and Monopoly Power in the New Gilded Age
(Yale University Press, 2013), 89&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;130; Free Press, Net Neutrality Research
(freepress.net); Wu, Tim, Network Neutrality, Broadband Discrimination, Journal on Telecommunications
and High Technology Law 2 (2003): 141&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;176.

[293] Federal Communications Commission, Restoring Internet Freedom Order (2017); Electronic Frontier
Foundation, Net Neutrality Research (eff.org).

[294] Crawford, Susan, Captive Audience: The Telecom Industry and Monopoly Power in the New Gilded Age
(Yale University Press, 2013); National Digital Inclusion Alliance, Broadband as Public Utility
(digitalinclusion.org).

[295] Federal Communications Commission, Broadband Deployment Report (fcc.gov, annual); Pew Research
Center, Internet/Broadband Fact Sheet (pewresearch.org).

[296] Communications Decency Act, 47 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 230; Kosseff, Jeff, The Twenty-Six Words
That Created the Internet (Cornell University Press, 2019); Citron, Danielle Keats, and Benjamin Wittes, The
Internet Will Not Break: Denying Bad Samaritans &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 230 Immunity, Fordham Law
Review 86 (2017): 401&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;423.

[297] Kosseff, The Twenty-Six Words That Created the Internet, 245&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;270; Electronic
Frontier Foundation, Section 230 Reform Research (eff.org); Stanford Internet Observatory, Platform
Accountability and Section 230 (cyber.fsi.stanford.edu).

[298] Haugen, Frances, Testimony before the U.S. Senate Commerce Committee on Facebook and Social

Media (October 2021); Center for Humane Technology, Algorithmic Harm Research (humanetech.com);
European Union, Digital Services Act (DSA), Regulation (EU) 2022/2065.

137



[299] Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, Strategic Plan 2023&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;2025
(cisa.gov); Executive Order 14028, Improving the Nation's Cybersecurity (2021).

[300] Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, National Cyber Strategy (cisa.gov); National Institute of
Standards and Technology, Cybersecurity Framework (nist.gov).

[301] Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, Critical Infrastructure Security and Resilience Research
(cisa.gov); Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency Act of 2018, Pub. L. 115-278.

[302] Stanford Internet Observatory, Social Media Manipulation Research (cyber fsi.stanford.edu); DiResta,
Renée et al., The Tactics &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Tropes of the Internet Research Agency (Senate
Select Committee on Intelligence, 2019).

[303] Department of Justice, Report on the Investigation into Russian Interference in the 2016 Presidential
Election (2019); Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, Russian Active Measures Campaigns and
Interference in the 2016 U.S. Election: Volume 2 (2019).

[304] Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, Election Security Research (cisa.gov); Verified Voting,
Paper Ballot Research (verifiedvoting.org).

[305] General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), Regulation (EU) 2016/679, as a model for comprehensive
data privacy legislation; Zuboff, Shoshana, The Age of Surveillance Capitalism: The Fight for a Human
Future at the New Frontier of Power (PublicAffairs, 2019).

[306] Electronic Frontier Foundation, Privacy Research (eff.org); Consumer Reports, Digital Lab Privacy
Research (digital.consumerreports.org).

[307] Khan, Lina M., Amazon's Antitrust Paradox, Yale Law Journal 126, no. 3 (2017):
710&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;805; Wu, Tim, The Curse of Bigness: Antitrust in the New Gilded Age
(Columbia Global Reports, 2018).

[308] Pasquale, Frank, The Black Box Society: The Secret Algorithms That Control Money and Information
(Harvard University Press, 2015); Al Now Institute, Algorithmic Accountability Policy Toolkit
(ainowinstitute.org, 2018).

[309] Chesney, Robert, and Danielle Keats Citron, Deep Fakes: A Looming Challenge for Privacy, Democracy,
and National Security, California Law Review 107, no. 6 (2019): 1753&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1820;
Government Accountability Office, Science &mp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Tech Spotlight: Deepfakes (gao.gov);
National Security Commission on Artificial Intelligence, Final Report (2021),
225&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;241.

[310] Deepfakes Accountability Act, H.R. 4355 (various Congresses); Partnership on Al, Synthetic Media and
Deepfake Policy Research (partnershiponai.org); Sensity Al, Deepfake Detection Research (sensity.ai).

[311] Exec. Order No. 14110, Safe, Secure, and Trustworthy Development and Use of Artificial Intelligence (Oct.
30, 2023); National Institute of Standards and Technology, Al Risk Management Framework (nist.gov);
Algorithmic Justice League, Al Bias and Accountability Research (ajl.org).

[312] National Institute of Standards and Technology, Al Risk Management Framework 1.0 (NIST Al 100-1,
2023); Executive Order 14110, Safe, Secure, and Trustworthy Development and Use of Artificial Intelligence
(2023).

[313] National Institute of Standards and Technology, Al Risk Management Framework (nist.gov); Partnership
on Al, Research and Policy (partnershiponai.org).

[314] Algorithmic Justice League, Research and Advocacy (ajl.org); Eubanks, Virginia, Automating Inequality:
How High-Tech Tools Profile, Police, and Punish the Poor (St. Martin's Press, 2018).

[315] Chesney, Robert &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Citron, Danielle Keats, Deep Fakes: A Looming Challenge for
Privacy, Democracy, and National Security, California Law Review 107, no. 6 (2019):
1753&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1820.

[316] Snowden, Edward, Permanent Record (Metropolitan Books, 2019); Office of the Director of National
Intelligence, Annual Budget Request for the Intelligence Community (dni.gov); Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Court, Annual Statistics (uscourts.gov/fisa); Privacy and Civil Liberties Oversight Board, FISA
Section 702 Report (pclob.gov).

[317] USA FREEDOM Act of 2015, Pub. L. 114-23 (2015); Privacy and Civil Liberties Oversight Board,
Recommendations on Section 702 FISA (pclob.gov); Electronic Frontier Foundation, FISA Reform Research
(eff.org).

[318] National Security Act of 1947, 50 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 3001 et seq.; Senate
Select Committee on Intelligence, Oversight Authority Research (intelligence.senate.gov); Federation of
American Scientists, Government Secrecy and the Right to Know Research (fas.org).

[319] Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 552; Inspector General Act of 1978, Pub. L.
95-452; Mayer, Jane, Dark Money: The Hidden History of the Billionaires Behind the Rise of the Radical
Right (Doubleday, 2016).

[320] Department of Justice, Annual FOIA Report Data (foia.gov); Reporters Committee for Freedom of the
Press, FOIA Research (rcfp.org).

138



[321] Office of Government Ethics, Financial Disclosure Research (oge.gov); Stop Trading on Congressional
Knowledge Act of 2012 (STOCK Act), Pub. L. 112-105 (2012).

[322] Government Accountability Project, Whistleblower Protection Research (whistleblower.org); Dodd-Frank
Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act, Pub. L. 111-203 (2010), whistleblower provisions.

[323] Michaels, David, The Triumph of Doubt: Dark Money and the Science of Deception (Oxford University
Press, 2020); Relman, Arnold S., The New Medical-Industrial Complex, New England Journal of Medicine
303, no. 17 (1980): 963&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;970; Union of Concerned Scientists, Scientific Integrity and
Federal Agencies Research (ucsusa.org).

[324] Administrative Procedure Act, Pub. L. 79-404 (1946); Congressional Research Service, Independent
Regulatory Agencies (crsreports.congress.gov, 2021); Union of Concerned Scientists, Scientific Integrity
and Federal Agencies Research (ucsusa.org).

[325] Association of American Medical Colleges, Physician-Scientist Workforce Research (aamc.org); National
Academy of Sciences, Science Policy and Government Leadership Research (nationalacademies.org).

[326] Office of Science and Technology Policy, A Framework for Federal Scientific Integrity Policy and Practice
(whitehouse.gov); Union of Concerned Scientists, Restoring Scientific Integrity at Federal Agencies
(ucsusa.org, 2021).

[327] Trust for America&amp;amp;amp;#x2019;s Health, Public Health Funding and Policy Research (tfah.org);
Government Accountability Office, Public Health Agency Funding and Resources (gao.gov); Center for
Science in the Public Interest, Regulatory Independence and Industry Funding Research (cspinet.org).

[328] National Science Foundation Act of 1950, 42 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 1861 et
seq. (1950); National Science Board, Governance and Policy Oversight (nsf.gov/nsb); American Association
for the Advancement of Science, Scientific Independence and Policy Research (aaas.org).

[329] Federal Advisory Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. App. 2 (1972); National Science Board, Statutory Independence
and Merit Principles (nsf.gov/nsb); Union of Concerned Scientists, Protecting Scientific Advisory Committees
(ucsusa.org).

[330] Reorganization Plan No. 4 of 1970, 35 Fed. Reg. 15627 (1970); National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, Scientific Integrity Policy and Framework (noaa.gov); American Meteorological Society,
Statement on Scientific Integrity and Independence (ametsoc.org).

[331] Atomic Energy Act of 1954, 42 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 2011 et seq. (1954);
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Statutory Authority and Independence (nrc.gov); National Transportation
Safety Board, Investigative Independence and Statutory Mission (ntsb.gov).

[332] Federal Advisory Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. App. 2 (1972); Government Accountability Office, Federal
Advisory Committees: Actions Needed to Enhance Independence and Transparency (gao.gov); American
Association for the Advancement of Science, Defending Science Advisory Committees and Integrity
(aaas.org).

[333] American Alliance of Museums, Code of Ethics for Museums (aam-us.org); Association of Performing Arts
Professionals, Ethics and Professional Standards Research (apap365.org); American Alliance of Museums,
National Research on Museum Economic Impact and Independence (aam-us.org).

[334] John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts Act, Pub. L. 88-260 (1964); National Endowment for the
Arts, Grantmaking and Governance Standards (arts.gov); American Arts Alliance, Arts Advocacy and
Governance Research (americanartsalliance.org).

[335] Smithsonian Institution Charter and Governance, 20 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa’7;
41 et seq.; Smithsonian Institution, Board of Regents and Governance Policies (si.edu); American Historical
Association, Statement on Standards of Professional Conduct and Institutional Independence
(historians.org).

[336] Library of Congress Trust Fund Board Act, 2 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 131 et
seq.; National Archives and Records Administration, Mission and Statutory Authorities (archives.gov); PEN
America, Freedom of Expression and Institutional Independence Research (pen.org).

[337] Public Broadcasting Act of 1967, Pub. L. 90-129 (1967); Corporation for Public Broadcasting, Statutory
Basis and Funding Oversight (cpb.org); Free Press, Public Media Funding and Independence Research
(freepress.net).

[338] Office of the Director of National Intelligence, Assessing Russian Activities and Intentions in Recent U.S.
Elections (dni.gov, 2017); Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, Report on Russian Active Measures
Campaigns and Interference in the 2016 U.S. Election, 5 vols. (2020); Rid, Thomas, Active Measures: The
Secret History of Disinformation and Political Warfare (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2020).

[339] Foreign Agents Registration Act, 22 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;
611&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;621; SHIELD Act (Stopping Harmful Interference in Elections for a Lasting
Democracy Act, various Congresses); Brennan Center for Justice, Foreign Interference in U.S. Elections
Research (brennancenter.org).

139



[340] Honest Ads Act, S. 1989 (various Congresses); Donilon, Thomas, Report of the Commission on the Theft
of American Intellectual Property (2013); Stanford Internet Observatory, Foreign Interference Research
(cyber fsi.stanford.edu).

[341] OpenSecrets, Dark Money Research (opensecrets.org); Mayer, Jane, Dark Money: The Hidden History of
the Billionaires Behind the Rise of the Radical Right (Doubleday, 2016); Brennan Center for Justice, Dark
Money Research (brennancenter.org).

[342] Congress, DISCLOSE Act (various Congresses); Campaign Legal Center, Dark Money Disclosure
Research (campaignlegal.org).

[343] Internal Revenue Service, Tax-Exempt Political Activity (irs.gov); Center for Responsive Politics, 501(c)
Organization Research (opensecrets.org).

[344] Congress, Honest Ads Act (S. 1356, various Congresses); Mozilla Foundation, Political Ad Archive
Research (foundation.mozilla.org).

[345] Downes v. Bidwell, 182 U.S. 244 (1901); American Samoa v. Mayorkas, U.S. District Court for the District
of Columbia (2021); Rivera Ramos, Efren, The Legal Construction of Identity: The Judicial and Social
Legacy of American Colonialism in Puerto Rico (American Psychological Association, 2001); Congressional
Research Service, U.S. Territories: Overview of Issues (crsreports.congress.gov).

[346] Puerto Rico Status Act, H.R. 8393, 117th Cong. (2022); Government Accountability Office, U.S. Insular
Areas: Multiple Factors Affect Federal Assistance (gao.gov); Center for American Progress, U.S. Territories
and Democracy Research (americanprogress.org).

[347] National Democratic Institute, Territorial Voting Rights Research (ndi.org); Puerto Rico Oversight,
Management, and Economic Stability Act (PROMESA), Pub. L. 114-187 (2016); White House Council of
Economic Advisers, The Economic Effects of the Jones Act on Puerto Rico (2019).

[348] Government Accountability Project, Corporate Whistleblower Protections (whistleblower.org); Dodd-Frank
Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act, Pub. L. 111-203 (2010), Securities and Exchange
Commission whistleblower program.

[349] National Whistleblower Center, Federal Whistleblower Laws (whistleblowers.org); Government
Accountability Project, Whistleblower Law Research (whistleblower.org).

[350] Securities and Exchange Commission, Office of the Whistleblower Annual Report (sec.gov); False Claims
Act, 31 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 3729&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;3733, qui tam
provisions.

[351] Abernathy, Penelope Muse, News Deserts and Ghost Newspapers: Will Local News Survive? (University
of North Carolina, 2020); Darr, Joshua P., Matthew P. Hitt, and Johanna L. Dunaway, Newspaper Decline
Increases Polarization, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 115, no. 40 (2018):

9944 &amp;amp;amp;#x2013;9948; Northwestern University Local News Initiative, State of Local News
Report (localnewsinitiative.northwestern.edu).

[352] Local Journalism Sustainability Act, H.R. 7640 (various Congresses); Knight Foundation, Restoring Local
News Research (knightfoundation.org); Report of the Special Senate Committee on the Media, Canada,
Charting a Path Forward for Local and Independent News (2023).

[353] Pickard, Victor, Democracy Without Journalism? Confronting the Misinformation Society (Oxford University
Press, 2020); Free Press, Saving the News: Toward a National Journalism Strategy (freepress.net);
Leonard, Andrew, The Journalism Apocalypse and Why It Matters, Columbia Journalism Review (2023).

[354] Reporters Without Borders, World Press Freedom Index (rsf.org, annual); Abernathy, Penelope Muse,
News Deserts and Ghost Newspapers: Will Local News Survive? (University of North Carolina, 2020);
Congress, Local Journalism Sustainability Act (various Congresses).

[355] Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press, Shield Law Research (rcfp.org); Media Law Resource
Center, Reporter's Privilege Research (medialaw.org).

[356] Public Participation Project, Anti-SLAPP Research (anti-slapp.org); Reporters Committee for Freedom of
the Press, SLAPP Research (rcfp.org).

[357] Knight Foundation, Local News Research (knightfoundation.org); Abernathy, Penelope Muse, News
Deserts and Ghost Newspapers: Will Local News Survive? (University of North Carolina, 2020); Congress,
Local Journalism Sustainability Act (various Congresses).

[358] Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, Military Expenditure Database (sipri.org); Project on
Government Oversight, Defense Contractor Misconduct Database (pogo.org); Government Accountability
Office, Defense Acquisitions Annual Assessment (gao.gov, annual).

[359] Commission on Wartime Contracting in Iraq and Afghanistan, Transforming Wartime Contracting:
Controlling Costs, Reducing Risks (2011); Government Accountability Office, Defense Acquisitions Annual
Assessment (gao.gov, annual).

[360] Government Accountability Office, High-Risk Series: Department of Defense Contract Management
(gao.gov); Department of Defense Office of Inspector General, Contract Fraud Investigations (dodig.mil).

[361] Inspector General Act of 1978, Pub. L. 95-452; Department of Defense Inspector General, Semiannual
Reports to Congress (dodig.mil).

140



[362] RAND Corporation, Invisible Wounds of War: Psychological and Cognitive Injuries, Their Consequences,
and Services to Assist Recovery (2008); Blue Star Families, Military Family Lifestyle Survey
(bluestarfam.org, annual).

[363] Marine Corps Training and Education Command, Boot Camp Research (tecom.marines.mil); Department
of Defense, Physical Readiness Standards (defense.gov).

[364] Defense Health Agency, Nutrition Research (health.mil); Sayer, Nina A. et al., Military Service Members'
Nutrition and Health Research (va.gov).

[365] Department of Veterans Affairs, National Veteran Suicide Prevention Annual Report (mentalhealth.va.gov);
Department of Defense, Annual Suicide Report (health.mil).

[366] Blue Star Families, Military Family Lifestyle Survey (bluestarfam.org, annual); RAND Corporation,
Assessing the Proposals of the Military Compensation and Retirement Modernization Commission (2015).

[367] Congress, Military Justice Improvement Act (S. 967, various Congresses); RAND Corporation, Sexual
Assault and Sexual Harassment in the U.S. Military (2014).

[368] Department of Veterans Affairs Office of Inspector General, Oversight Reports (vaoig.gov); Government
Accountability Office, VA Health Care: Persistent Weaknesses in Access, Quality, and Accountability
(gao.gov).

[369] Government Accountability Office, VA Claims Processing Research (gao.gov); Department of Veterans
Affairs, Veterans Access to Care Research (va.gov).

[370] Department of Veterans Affairs, National Veteran Suicide Prevention Annual Report (mentalhealth.va.gov,
annual); RAND Corporation, Invisible Wounds of War: Psychological and Cognitive Injuries, Their
Consequences, and Services to Assist Recovery (2008).

[371] Urban Institute, Veterans with Other-Than-Honorable Discharges Research (urban.org); American Civil
Liberties Union, Military Discharge Upgrade Research (aclu.org).

[372] Department of Veterans Affairs, HUD-VASH Program (va.gov); National Alliance to End Homelessness,
Veterans Homelessness Research (endhomelessness.org).

[373] Department of Defense, Transition Assistance Program (dodtap.mil); Institute for Veterans and Military
Families, Transition Research (ivmf.syracuse.edu).

[374] Congressional Budget Office, Projected Costs of U.S. Nuclear Forces, 2021 to 2030 (2021); Arms Control
Association, Nuclear Deterrence Research (armscontrol.org).

[375] Department of Defense, National Defense Strategy (defense.gov); Congressional Research Service,
Defense Budget Overview (2023).

[376] Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency, Research Portfolio (darpa.mil); Congressional Research
Service, Defense R&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;D Programs (2023).

[377] War Powers Resolution, Pub. L. 93-148 (1973); Congressional Research Service, The War Powers
Resolution: Concepts and Practice (2023); Brennan Center for Justice, AUMF Reform Research
(brennancenter.org).

[378] Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, Doomsday Clock Statement (thebulletin.org, annual); Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), 729 U.N.T.S. 161 (1968).

[379] Arms Control Association, New START Research (armscontrol.org); Congressional Budget Office,
Projected Costs of U.S. Nuclear Forces, 2021 to 2030 (2021).

[380] Union of Concerned Scientists, No First Use Research (ucsusa.org); Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace, Nuclear Policy Program (carnegieendowment.org).

[381] Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security, Global Health Security Index 2021 (ghsindex.org, 2021);
National Security Council, Playbook for Early Response to High-Consequence Emerging Infectious Disease
Threats and Biological Incidents (2016).

[382] Homeland Security Act of 2002, Pub. L. 107-296; Biomedical Advanced Research and Development
Authority, National Biodefense Strategy (medicalcountermeasures.gov).

[383] World Health Organization, International Health Regulations (who.int); Global Health Security Agenda
(ghsagenda.org).

[384] lkenberry, G. John, A World Safe for Democracy: Liberal Internationalism and the Crises of Global Order
(Yale University Press, 2020); North Atlantic Treaty Organization, Article 5 and Collective Defense (nato.int).

[385] North Atlantic Treaty Organization, Collective Defense Research (nato.int); Council on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Alliances Research (cfr.org).

[386] American Foreign Service Association, State Department Staffing Research (afsa.org); Brookings
Institution, U.S. Diplomacy Research (brookings.edu).

[387] United Nations, Charter of the United Nations (un.org, 1945); Carnegie Endowment for International
Peace, Multilateralism Research (carnegieendowment.org).

[388] Department of State, Country Reports on Human Rights Practices (state.gov, annual); Freedom House,
Freedom in the World Annual Report (freedomhouse.org, annual).

141



[389] Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Great Power Competition Research
(carnegieendowment.org); RAND Corporation, Competitive Strategies with China (rand.org).

[390] United States Agency for International Development, Foreign Aid and Development Research (usaid.gov);
Center for Global Development, Aid Effectiveness Research (cgdev.org).

[391] Congressional Research Service, Federal Judicial Vacancies (crsreports.congress.gov); Bowie, Nikolas,
Forum Shopping and the Nationwide Injunction, Yale Law Journal 130 (2021):
1756&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1813; American Bar Association, Federal Judiciary Independence Research
(americanbar.org).

[392] Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 902; Congressional Research Service, Social
Security Administration: Organizational Background (crsreports.congress.gov); National Academy of Social
Insurance, SSA Independence and Governance Research (nasi.org).

[393] Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 902; Seila Law LLC v. Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau, 591 U.S. 197 (2020); Congressional Research Service, Removal of Agency Heads
(crsreports.congress.gov).

[394] Government Accountability Office, Social Security Administration: Long-Term Challenges Require Decisive
Action (gao.gov); AARP Public Policy Institute, SSA Service Delivery and Staffing Research (aarp.org);
National Organization of Social Security Claimants&amp;amp;amp;#x2019; Representatives, SSA
Processing Capacity Research (nosscr.org).

[395] Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, Pub. L. 87-195 (1961); United States Agency for International
Development, History and Mission (usaid.gov); Lancaster, Carol, Foreign Aid: Diplomacy, Development,
Domestic Politics (University of Chicago Press, 2007).

[396] Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, Pub. L. 87-195 (1961); Congressional Research Service, USAID:
Background, Operations, and Issues (crsreports.congress.gov); Brookings Institution, Foreign Assistance
and Global Development Research (brookings.edu).

[397] American Foreign Service Association, Foreign Service Workforce and Diplomacy Research (afsa.org);
InterAction, International NGO and Humanitarian Policy Research (interaction.org); Center for Global
Development, Foreign Assistance and Development Finance Research (cgdev.org).

[398] PEPFAR Stewardship and Oversight Act of 2013, Pub. L. 113-56 (2013); U.S.
President&amp;amp;amp;#x2019;s Malaria Initiative, Global Health and Malaria Control Strategy (pmi.gov);
KFF (Kaiser Family Foundation), Global Health Policy and PEPFAR Research (kff.org).

[399] Millennium Challenge Act of 2003, Pub. L. 108-199 (2004); Millennium Challenge Corporation, Statutory
Mandate and Country Scorecards (mcc.gov); National Peace Corps Association, Peace Corps Advocacy
and Global Community Research (peacecorpsconnect.org).

[400] Commission on Wartime Contracting in Iraq and Afghanistan, Final Report to Congress (2011); Singer,
P.W., Corporate Warriors: The Rise of the Privatized Military Industry (Cornell University Press, 2003);
Congressional Research Service, Department of Defense Contractor and Troop Levels in Irag and
Afghanistan (crsreports.congress.gov).

[401] Military Extraterritorial Jurisdiction Act, 18 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;
3261&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;3267; Uniform Code of Military Justice, 10 U.S.C.
&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 801&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;946; Commission on Wartime
Contracting, Final Report (2011), 89&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;120.

[402] North Atlantic Treaty, 63 Stat. 2241 (1949); Ikenberry, G. John, A World Safe for Democracy: Liberal
Internationalism and the Crises of Global Order (Yale University Press, 2020); McCrisken, Trevor, American
Exceptionalism and the Legacy of Vietnam (Palgrave Macmillan, 2003).

[403] NATO Support Act (various Congresses); North Atlantic Treaty, Art. 5; Chollet, Derek, The Long Game:
How Obama Defied Washington and Redefined America&amp;amp;amp;#x2019;s Role in the World
(PublicAffairs, 2016).

[404] Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, Pub. L. 87-195 (1961); U.S. Department of Defense, Ukraine Security
Assistance Initiative (defense.gov); Council on Foreign Relations, American Alliances and Global Security
Research (cfr.org).

[405] Federal Bureau of Investigation, Testimony of Director Christopher Wray on Domestic Terrorism Before
the Senate Judiciary Committee (2021); Department of Homeland Security, Homeland Threat Assessment
(dhs.gov, annual).

[406] Select Committee to Investigate the January 6th Attack on the United States Capitol, Final Report (2022);
Life After Hate, Counter-Extremism Research (lifeafterhate.org).

[407] Federal Bureau of Investigation, Domestic Violent Extremism Research (fbi.gov); Department of Homeland
Security, Strategic Framework for Countering Terrorism and Targeted Violence (dhs.gov, 2019); Center for
Strategic and International Studies, The Escalating Terrorism Problem in the United States (csis.org, 2020).

[408] Domestic Terrorism Prevention Act, H.R. 350 (various Congresses); 18 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;
2331; Southern Poverty Law Center, Hate Groups and Domestic Terrorism Research (splcenter.org).

142



[409] Life After Hate, Counter-Extremism Research (lifeafterhate.org); Moonshot CVE, Countering Violent
Extremism Research (moonshotcve.com); Global Network on Extremism and Technology, Deradicalization
Research (gnet-research.org).

[410] National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States, The 9/11 Commission Report: Final
Report of the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States (2004); Government
Accountability Office, Department of Homeland Security Management Research (gao.gov).

[411] Post-Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act of 2006, Pub. L. 109-295 (2006); Government
Accountability Office, Federal Emergency Management Agency Workforce Management (gao.gov).

[412] TSA Modernization Act, Pub. L. 115-254 (2018); Government Accountability Office, Transportation
Security Administration Workforce Research (gao.gov).

[413] Government Accountability Office, Immigration Enforcement: Additional Actions Needed (gao.gov);
Department of Homeland Security Office of Inspector General, Immigration and Customs Enforcement Use
of Force Reports (oig.dhs.gov); American Immigration Council, ICE Use of Force Research
(americanimmigrationcouncil.org).

[414] Congressional Budget Office, The Budget and Economic Outlook: 2023 to 2033 (cbo.gov, 2023); Simpson,
Alan &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Bowles, Erskine, The Moment of Truth: Report of the National Commission
on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform (2010).

[415] Tax Policy Center, Tax Reform Analysis (taxpolicycenter.org); Saez, Emmanuel &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;
Zucman, Gabriel, The Triumph of Injustice: How the Rich Dodge Taxes and How to Make Them Pay (W.W.
Norton, 2019).

[416] Government Accountability Office, High Risk List (gao.gov, biennial); Government Accountability Office,
Improper Payments in the Federal Government, identifying approximately $175 billion in improper payments
annually.

[417] Congressional Budget Office, Long-Term Budget Outlook (cbo.gov, annual); Committee for a Responsible
Federal Budget, Fiscal Policy Research (crfb.org).

[418] Blyth, Mark, Austerity: The History of a Dangerous Idea (Oxford University Press, 2013); Ostry, Jonathan
D. et al., Redistribution, Inequality, and Growth (International Monetary Fund, Staff Discussion Note
SDN/14/02, 2014).

[419] Internal Revenue Service, Tax Gap Estimates (irs.gov); Sarin, Natasha, and Lawrence H. Summers,
Understanding the Revenue Potential of Tax Compliance Investment, NBER Working Paper No. 28009
(2020); Congressional Budget Office, Options for Reducing the Deficit: Tax-Related Options (cbo.gov).

[420] Inflation Reduction Act of 2022, Pub. L. 117-169 (2022); Internal Revenue Service, Strategic Operating
Plan (irs.gov, 2023); Government Accountability Office, IRS Needs Better Data on How Tax Complexity and
Enforcement Gaps Affect Compliance (gao.gov).

[421] Congressional Budget Office, Federal Debt: A Primer (cbo.gov, 2020); Domenici, Pete V.
&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Rivlin, Alice M., Restoring America's Future (Bipartisan Policy Center, 2010).

[422] Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget, National Fiscal Commission Research (crfb.org); Bipartisan
Policy Center, Fiscal Reform Research (bipartisanpolicy.org).

[423] Congressional Research Service, The Debt Limit: History and Recent Increases (2023); Bernanke, Ben S.,
21st Century Monetary Policy: The Federal Reserve from the Great Inflation to COVID-19 (W.W. Norton,
2022).

[424] Stiglitz, Joseph E., The Price of Inequality: How Today's Divided Society Endangers Our Future (W.W.
Norton, 2012); Chetty, Raj et al., Where Is the Land of Opportunity? The Geography of Intergenerational
Mobility in the United States, Quarterly Journal of Economics 129, no. 4 (2014):
1553&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1623.

[425] American Society of Civil Engineers, 2021 Report Card for America's Infrastructure
(infrastructurereportcard.org, 2021); Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (Bipartisan Infrastructure Law),
Pub. L. 117-58 (2021).

[426] Small Business Administration, Small Business Economic Research (sba.gov); Haltiwanger, John et al.,
Who Creates Jobs? Small versus Large versus Young, Review of Economics and Statistics 95, no. 2
(2013): 347&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;361.

[427] Heckman, James J., The Economics, Technology, and Neuroscience of Human Capability Formation,
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 104, no. 33 (2007): 13250&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;13255.

[428] National Science Board, Science and Engineering Indicators (nsf.gov, biennial); Bloomberg Innovation
Index (bloomberg.com, annual).

[429] Government Accountability Office, Improper Payments in the Federal Government (gao.gov); Office of
Management and Budget, Improper Payments Information Act Reports (whitehouse.gov).

[430] Government Accountability Office, High Risk Series: An Update (gao.gov, biennial); Council of the
Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency, Semi-Annual Reports to Congress (ignet.gov).

[431] Government Accountability Office, Federal Financial Management: Persistent Weaknesses (gao.gov);
Office of Management and Budget, Program Assessment Research (whitehouse.gov).

143



[432] False Claims Act, 31 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;
3729&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;3733; Department of Justice, False Claims Act Settlements (justice.gov,
annual).

[433] Federal Reserve Act, 12 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 221 et seq.; Bernanke, Ben S., 21st Century
Monetary Policy: The Federal Reserve from the Great Inflation to COVID-19 (W.W. Norton, 2022).

[434] Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, About the Fed (federalreserve.gov); Congressional
Research Service, Federal Reserve: Reform Proposals (2023).

[435] Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act, Pub. L. 111-203 (2010), Federal Reserve
oversight provisions; Government Accountability Office, Federal Reserve Audit Research (gao.gov).

[436] International Monetary Fund, Articles of Agreement (imf.org); Bank for International Settlements, Annual
Economic Report (bis.org, annual).

[437] Social Security Administration, 2023 Annual Report of the Board of Trustees (ssa.gov, 2023); Centers for
Medicare &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Medicaid Services, 2023 Annual Report of the Boards of Trustees
(cms.gov, 2023).

[438] Social Security Administration, Trustees Report (ssa.gov, annual); Center on Budget and Policy Priorities,
Strengthening Social Security Research (cbpp.org).

[439] AARP Public Policy Institute, Social Security Research (aarp.org); Economic Policy Institute, Social
Security Privatization Research (epi.org).

[440] Medicare Payment Advisory Commission, Medicare Payment Policy (medpac.gov, annual); Centers for
Medicare &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Medicaid Services, Value-Based Care Research (cms.gov).

[441] American Dental Association, Medicare Dental Coverage Research (ada.org); AARP, Medicare Dental
Research (aarp.org).

[442] Autor, David et al., The China Syndrome: Local Labor Market Effects of Import Competition in the United
States, American Economic Review 103, no. 6 (2013): 2121&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;2168; Economic Policy
Institute, Trade and Workers Research (epi.org).

[443] Office of the United States Trade Representative, Trade Policy Agenda and Annual Report (ustr.gov,
annual); Economic Policy Institute, Trade Policy and Working Families (epi.org).

[444] Trade Adjustment Assistance Program, 19 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;
2271&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;2330; Government Accountability Office, Trade Adjustment Assistance
Program Evaluation (gao.gov).

[445] CHIPS and Science Act, Pub. L. 117-167 (2022); White House Council of Economic Advisers, Building
Resilient Supply Chains (whitehouse.gov).

[446] Autor, David H., Dorn, David &mp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Hanson, Gordon H., The China Syndrome: Local
Labor Market Effects of Import Competition in the United States, American Economic Review 103, no. 6
(2013): 2121&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;2168; Public Citizen, NAFTA&amp;amp;amp;#x2019;s Legacy and
Trade Policy Research (citizen.org).

[447] Economic Policy Institute, Trade and Globalization Research (epi.org); Bivens, Josh, Using Standard
Models to Benchmark the Costs of Globalization for American Workers without a College Degree (Economic
Policy Institute, 2013).

[448] United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement Implementation Act, Pub. L. 116-113 (2020); Woodrow Wilson
International Center for Scholars, USMCA and North American Trade Research (wilsoncenter.org);
Economic Policy Institute, USMCA and Labor Standards Research (epi.org).

[449] United States Agency for International Development, Central America Regional Development and
Migration Research (usaid.gov); Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Latin American
Program and Trade Research (wilsoncenter.org); Inter-American Development Bank, Trade, Integration,
and Economic Development Research (iadb.org).

[450] American Society of Civil Engineers, 2021 Report Card for America's Infrastructure
(infrastructurereportcard.org, 2021); Congressional Budget Office, Infrastructure Investment Returns
(cbo.gov).

[451] Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (Bipartisan Infrastructure Law), Pub. L. 117-58 (2021); Brookings
Institution, Infrastructure and Economic Development Research (brookings.edu).

[452] Environmental Protection Agency, Environmental Justice and Infrastructure (epa.gov); Government
Accountability Office, Infrastructure Investment in Underserved Communities (gao.gov).

[453] Federal Emergency Management Agency, Building Codes and Standards for Resiliency (fema.gov);
American Society of Civil Engineers, Climate Resilience Infrastructure Research (asce.org).

[454] Heckman, James J., Skill Formation and the Economics of Investing in Disadvantaged Children, Science
312, no. 5782 (2006): 1900&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1902; Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development, Society at a Glance: Social Indicators (oecd.org, annual).

[455] RAND Corporation, Social Program ROI Research (rand.org); Urban Institute, Long-Term Fiscal Impact of
Social Programs (urban.org).

144



[456] Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, Better Life Index (oecdbetterlifeindex.org);
Bloomberg, Bloomberg Innovation Index (bloomberg.com, annual); World Economic Forum, Global
Competitiveness Report (weforum.org, annual).

[457] Congressional Budget Office, The Budget and Economic Outlook: 2025 to 2035 (cbo.gov); Office of
Management and Budget, Historical Tables (whitehouse.gov/omb); Committee for a Responsible Federal
Budget, Fiscal Policy Research (crfb.org).

[458] Galvani, Alison P., et al., Improving the Prognosis of Health Care in the USA, The Lancet 395, no. 10223
(2020): 524&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;533; Economic Policy Institute, The Cost of Universal Child Care
(epi.org); College Board, Trends in College Pricing and Student Aid (collegeboard.org); National Partnership
for Women &amp;amp;amp;amp; Families, Paid Leave Cost and Coverage Research
(nationalpartnership.org).

[459] Heckman, James J., The Economics, Technology, and Neuroscience of Human Capability Formation,
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 104, no. 33 (2007): 13250&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;13255;
Chetty, Raj, et al., Where Is the Land of Opportunity?, Quarterly Journal of Economics 129, no. 4 (2014):
1553&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1623; Congressional Budget Office, The Long-Term Budget Outlook
(cbo.gov).

[460] Garcia, Jorge Luis, et al., Quantifying the Life-Cycle Benefits of an Influential Early Childhood Program,
Journal of Political Economy 128, no. 7 (2020): 2502&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;2541; Bivens, Josh, The Short-
and Long-Run Impacts of Infrastructure Spending (Economic Policy Institute, 2014); Commonwealth Fund,
U.S. Health System Performance in International Perspective (commonwealthfund.org).

[461] McLaughlin, Michael, and Mark R. Rank, Estimating the Economic Cost of Childhood Poverty in the United
States, Social Work Research 42, no. 2 (2018): 73&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;83; American Society of Civil
Engineers, Failure to Act: Economic Impacts of Status Quo Investment Across Infrastructure Systems
(asce.org); Internal Revenue Service, Tax Gap Estimates (irs.gov).

[462] American Association for the Advancement of Science, Federal R&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;D Budget
Analysis (aaas.org); National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Economic Impact Report (nasa.gov).

[463] National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Economic Impact: The Space Economy (nasa.gov);
Space Foundation, The Space Report (spacefoundation.org, annual).

[464] National Institutes of Health, Impact of NIH Research (nih.gov); American Association for the
Advancement of Science, Federal R&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;D Budget Analysis (aaas.org).

[465] Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, Sixth Assessment Report (ipcc.ch, 2022); Cook, John et al.,
Consensus on Consensus: A Synthesis of Consensus Estimates on Human-Caused Global Warming,
Environmental Research Letters 11, no. 4 (2016): 048002.

[466] United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, Paris Agreement (unfccc.int, 2015); Climate
Action Tracker, Country Assessments (climateactiontracker.org).

[467] Environmental Protection Agency, Greenhouse Gas Emissions Data (epa.gov); Congressional Budget
Office, Carbon Tax Research (cbo.gov).

[468] Clean Air Act, 42 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 7401 et seq.; Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C.
&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 1251 et seq.; Environmental Protection Agency, Budget and Strategic Plans
(epa.gov).

[469] International Renewable Energy Agency, Renewable Power Generation Costs in 2022 (irena.org, 2023);
Department of Energy, Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (energy.gov).

[470] International Renewable Energy Agency, World Energy Transitions Outlook (irena.org); BloombergNEF,
New Energy Outlook (bnef.com, annual).

[471] Massachusetts Institute of Technology Energy Initiative, The Future of Nuclear Energy in a Carbon-
Constrained World (2018); Nuclear Energy Institute, Research and Policy (nei.org).

[472] Department of Energy, Grid Modernization Initiative (energy.gov); American Society of Civil Engineers,
2021 Report Card for America's Infrastructure: Energy (infrastructurereportcard.org, 2021).

[473] BlueGreen Alliance, Clean Energy Economy Research (bluegreenalliance.org); Department of Labor,
Interagency Working Group on Coal and Power Plant Communities (dol.gov).

[474] Inflation Reduction Act, Pub. L. 117-169 (2022), clean energy tax credits; American Council for an Energy-
Efficient Economy, Consumer Energy Efficiency Research (aceee.org).

[475] Appalachian Regional Commission, Appalachian Economic Development and Transition Research
(arc.gov); Eller, Ronald D., Uneven Ground: Appalachia Since 1945 (University Press of Kentucky, 2008);
BlueGreen Alliance, Just Transition and Energy Workers Research (bluegreenalliance.org).

[476] Interagency Working Group on Coal and Power Plant Communities and Economic Revitalization, Initial
Report to the President on Empowering Workers Through Revitalizing Energy Communities
(energycommunities.gov, 2021); Department of Energy, Energy Transition and Community Investment
Research (energy.gov).

[477] Department of Labor, Dislocated Worker Transition and Training Programs (dol.gov); National Energy
Education Development Project, Energy Workforce Training Research (need.org); North

145



America&amp;amp;amp;#x2019;s Building Trades Unions, Energy Transition and Workforce Training
Research (nabtu.org).

[478] Walls, Margaret A., Energy Transition and Community Vulnerability Research (Resources for the Future,
rff.org); Appalachian Regional Commission, Energy Transition and Economic Development Research
(arc.gov); National Academy of Sciences, Social and Economic Impacts of the Energy Transition
(nationalacademies.org).

[479] Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977, 30 U.S.C.
&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 1201 et seq. (1977); Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and
Enforcement, Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation Program (osmre.gov); Appalachian
Citizens&amp;amp;amp;#x2019; Law Center, Mine Reclamation and Environmental Justice Research
(aclc.org).

[480] Bullard, Robert D., Dumping in Dixie: Race, Class, and Environmental Quality (Westview Press, 1990);
Environmental Protection Agency, Environmental Justice Research (epa.gov).

[481] Environmental Protection Agency, Vehicle Emissions Standards (epa.gov); National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, Corporate Average Fuel Economy Standards (nhtsa.gov).

[482] Clean Air Act, 42 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 7401 et seq.; Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C.
&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 1251 et seq.; Environmental Protection Agency, National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (epa.gov).

[483] Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and
Low-Income Populations (1994); Environmental Protection Agency, EJScreen: Environmental Justice
Screening and Mapping Tool (epa.gov).

[484] Executive Order 14008, Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad (2021), 30x30 conservation goal;
National Park Service, About the NPS (nps.gov).

[485] Wilderness Act, 16 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;
1131&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1136; National Parks Conservation Association, Research and Advocacy
(npca.org).

[486] Endangered Species Act, 16 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;
1531&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1544; Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Services, Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (ipbes.net, 2019).

[487] National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Coastal Zone Management (noaa.gov); Fish and
Wildlife Service, National Wetlands Inventory (fws.gov).

[488] Environmental Protection Agency, PFAS National Primary Drinking Water Regulation (epa.gov, 2024);
Grandjean, Philippe, et al., Estimated Exposures to Perfluorinated Compounds in Infancy Predict Attenuated
Vaccine Antibody Concentrations at Age 5-Years, Journal of Immunotoxicology 14, no. 1 (2017):
188&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;195; Schaider, Laurel A., et al., Fluorinated Compounds in U.S. Fast Food
Packaging, Environmental Science &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Technology Letters 4, no. 3 (2017):
105&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;111.

[489] Leslie, Heather A, et al., Discovery and Quantification of Plastic Particle Pollution in Human Blood,
Environment International 163 (2022): 107199; Ragusa, Antonio, et al., Plasticenta: First Evidence of
Microplastics in Human Placenta, Environment International 146 (2021): 106274; National Institute of
Environmental Health Sciences, PFAS and Health Research (niehs.nih.gov).

[490] Safe Drinking Water Act, 42 U.S.C. &mp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 300f et seq.;
Environmental Protection Agency, PFAS Strategic Roadmap (epa.gov); Environmental Working Group,
PFAS Contamination in the United States (ewg.org).

[491] Environmental Protection Agency, PFAS Action Plan (epa.gov); Green Science Policy Institute, PFAS-Free
Products Research (greensciencepolicy.org); Interstate Technology and Regulatory Council, PFAS
Technical and Regulatory Guidance (itrcweb.org).

[492] Groh, Ksenia J., et al., Overview of Known Plastic Packaging-Associated Chemicals and Their Hazards,
Science of the Total Environment 651 (2019): 3253&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;3268; Food and Drug
Administration, Food Contact Substances and Packaging Safety Research (fda.gov); European Food Safety
Authority, Microplastics in Food and Packaging (efsa.europa.eu).

[493] Exec. Order No. 12898, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and
Low-Income Populations (1994); Bullard, Robert D., Dumping in Dixie: Race, Class, and Environmental
Quality, 3rd ed. (Westview Press, 2000); Landrigan, Philip J., et al., Children&amp;amp;amp;#x2019;s
Health and the Environment: Public Health Issues and Challenges for Risk Assessment, Environmental
Health Perspectives 112, no. 2 (2004): 257 &amp;amp;amp;#x2013;265.

[494] National Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa’;
4321&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;4347; Environmental Protection Agency, Environmental Justice Research and
Programs (epa.gov/environmentaljustice); WE ACT for Environmental Justice, Environmental Justice Policy
Research (weact.org).

[495] Safe Drinking Water Act, 42 U.S.C. &mp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 300f et seq.;
Environmental Protection Agency, Lead and Copper Rule Revisions (2021); Comprehensive Environmental

146



Response, Compensation, and Liability Act, 42 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa’7;
9601&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;9675; Earthjustice, Environmental Justice Research (earthjustice.org).

[496] Poore, J. &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Nemecek, T., Reducing Food's Environmental Impacts Through
Producers and Consumers, Science 360, no. 6392 (2018): 987&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;992; Department of
Agriculture, Agricultural Research Service (ars.usda.gov).

[497] Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service, Conservation Programs
(nrcs.usda.gov); Rodale Institute, Regenerative Organic Agriculture Research (rodaleinstitute.org).

[498] Environmental Working Group, Farm Subsidy Database (ewg.org); Department of Agriculture Economic
Research Service, Agricultural Subsidy Research (ers.usda.gov).

[499] Van Boeckel, Thomas P. et al., Global Trends in Antimicrobial Use in Food Animals, Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences 112, no. 18 (2015): 5649&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;5654; Environmental
Protection Agency, Agriculture and Air Quality (epa.gov).

[500] Van Boeckel, Thomas P. et al., Global Trends in Antimicrobial Use in Food Animals, Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences 112, no. 18 (2015): 5649&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;5654; Sentience Institute,
US Factory Farming Estimates (sentienceinstitute.org, 2019).

[501] Animal Welfare Act, 7 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;
2131&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;2159; Humane Society of the United States, Factory Farming Research
(humanesociety.org).

[502] American Veterinary Medical Association, Animal Welfare Policy (avma.org); Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, Animal Welfare Research (fao.org).

[503] Food and Drug Administration, National Antimicrobial Resistance Monitoring System (fda.gov); Van
Boeckel, Thomas P. et al., Global Trends in Antimicrobial Use in Food Animals, Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences 112, no. 18 (2015): 5649&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;5654.

[504] Hauer, Mathew E., Migration Induced by Sea-Level Rise Could Reshape the US Population Landscape,
Nature Climate Change 7 (2017): 321&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;325; First Street Foundation, The 6th National
Risk Assessment: Hazardous Heat (2021); National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Sea Level
Rise Technical Report (oceanservice.noaa.gov, 2022).

[505] Federal Emergency Management Agency, Community Rating System and Managed Retreat Research
(fema.gov); Urban Land Institute, Climate Displacement and Managed Retreat Research (uli.org); Koslov,
Liz, The Case for Retreat, Public Culture 28, no. 2 (2016): 359&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;387.

[506] Paris Agreement, United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, Dec. 12, 2015, T.I.A.S. No.
16-1104; Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, Sixth Assessment Report (ipcc.ch, 2021); Bodansky,
Daniel, The Paris Climate Change Agreement: A New Hope?, American Journal of International Law 110,
no. 2 (2016): 288&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;319.

[507] Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, Art. 14 (1969); Inflation Reduction Act of 2022, Pub. L. 117-169
(2022); Center for Climate and Energy Solutions, Paris Agreement and U.S. Commitments Research
(c2es.org).

[508] Bureau of Reclamation, Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study (usbr.gov); Gleick, Peter
H., The World&amp;amp;amp;#x2019;s Water: The Biennial Report on Freshwater Resources (Island
Press); Famiglietti, Jay S., The Global Groundwater Crisis, Nature Climate Change 4 (2014):
945&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;948.

[509] Colorado River Compact of 1922; Bureau of Reclamation, Water Conservation Research (usbr.gov);
Western States Water Council, Interstate Water Management Research (westernstateswater.org).

[510] National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Integrated Drought Information System
(drought.gov); Environmental Protection Agency, Drinking Water and Wastewater Research (epa.gov).

[511] American Society of Civil Engineers, 2021 Report Card for America's Infrastructure: Drinking Water
(infrastructurereportcard.org, 2021); Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (Bipartisan Infrastructure Law),
Pub. L. 117-58 (2021), water provisions.

[512] Natural Resources Defense Council, Threats on Tap: Widespread Violations Highlight Need for Investment
in Water Infrastructure and Protections (2017); Environmental Protection Agency, Safe Drinking Water Act
Enforcement (epa.gov).

[513] Nuclear Energy Institute, Used Nuclear Fuel Storage, Transportation, and Disposal Research (nei.org);
U.S. Department of Energy, Office of Nuclear Energy, Spent Nuclear Fuel Research (energy.gov);
Government Accountability Office, Nuclear Waste: DOE Needs to Take Actions to Improve Its Ability to
Manage the Costs of Cleaning Up the Hanford Site (gao.gov).

[514] Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982, 42 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 10101 et seq;
Blue Ribbon Commission on America&amp;amp;amp;#x2019;s Nuclear Future, Final Report (2012);
Congressional Research Service, Nuclear Waste Disposal: Background and Objections to Yucca Mountain
(crsreports.congress.gov).

147



[515] Environmental Protection Agency, Superfund: CERCLA Overview (epa.gov); Bullard, Robert D., Dumping
in Dixie: Race, Class, and Environmental Quality (Westview Press, 1990); Environmental Protection
Agency, National Priorities List (epa.gov).

[516] Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), 42 U.S.C.
&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 9601 et seq.; Environmental Protection Agency, Superfund Annual Accomplishments
(epa.gov, annual).

[517] Environmental Protection Agency, CERCLA Enforcement (epa.gov); Government Accountability Office,
Superfund: Trends in Federal Funding and Cleanup of EPA's Nonfederal National Priorities List Sites (GAO-
15-812, 2015).

[518] Environmental Protection Agency, EJScreen: Environmental Justice Screening and Mapping Tool
(epa.gov); Council on Environmental Quality, Environmental Justice Scorecard (whitehouse.gov).

[519] Jambeck, Jenna R. et al., Plastic Waste Inputs from Land into the Ocean, Science 347, no. 6223 (2015):
768&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;771; Leslie, Heather A. et al., Discovery and Quantification of Plastic Particle
Pollution in Human Blood, Environment International 163 (2022): 107199.

[520] United Nations Environment Programme, Resolution on Ending Plastic Pollution (UNEA-5/14, 2022); Ellen
MacArthur Foundation, The New Plastics Economy: Rethinking the Future of Plastics (2016).

[521] Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, Extended Producer Responsibility Research
(oecd.org); Ellen MacArthur Foundation, Circular Economy Research (ellenmacarthurfoundation.org).

[522] Environmental Protection Agency, National Recycling Strategy (epa.gov, 2021); The Recycling
Partnership, State of Recycling Report (recyclingpartnership.org).

[523] National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, State of the Ocean (noaa.gov); Doney, Scott C. et al.,
Ocean Acidification: The Other CO2 Problem, Annual Review of Marine Science 1 (2009):
169&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;192.

[524] Executive Order 14008, Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad (2021), 30x30 conservation goal;
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Marine Protected Areas (marinesanctuary.noaa.gov).

[525] Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, 16 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 1801 et
seq.; National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Fisheries, Stock Assessment and Fishery
Evaluation (fisheries.noaa.gov).

[526] Doney, Scott C. et al., Ocean Acidification: The Other CO2 Problem, Annual Review of Marine Science 1
(2009): 169&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;192; National Science Foundation, Ocean Acidification Research
Program (nsf.gov); National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Ocean Acidification Program
(oceanacidification.noaa.gov).

[527] Ellen MacArthur Foundation, Towards the Circular Economy: Economic and Business Rationale for an
Accelerated Transition (2013); Environmental Protection Agency, Advancing Sustainable Materials
Management (epa.gov).

[528] National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Coastal Erosion (coast.noaa.gov); Glass to Sand
Foundation, Glass Recycling Research (glasstosand.org); Army Corps of Engineers, Beach Nourishment
Research (erdc.usace.army.mil).

[529] American Alliance of Museums, Code of Ethics for Museums (aam-us.org); Association of Performing Arts
Professionals, Ethics and Professional Standards Research (apap365.org); American Alliance of Museums,
National Research on Museum Economic Impact and Independence (aam-us.org).

[530] John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts Act, Pub. L. 88-260 (1964); National Endowment for the
Arts, Grantmaking and Governance Standards (arts.gov); American Arts Alliance, Arts Advocacy and
Governance Research (americanartsalliance.org).

[531] Smithsonian Institution Charter and Governance, 20 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa’7;
41 et seq.; Smithsonian Institution, Board of Regents and Governance Policies (si.edu); American Historical
Association, Statement on Standards of Professional Conduct and Institutional Independence
(historians.org).

[532] Library of Congress Trust Fund Board Act, 2 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 131 et
seq.; National Archives and Records Administration, Mission and Statutory Authorities (archives.gov); PEN
America, Freedom of Expression and Institutional Independence Research (pen.org).

[533] Public Broadcasting Act of 1967, Pub. L. 90-129 (1967); Corporation for Public Broadcasting, Statutory
Basis and Funding Oversight (cpb.org); Free Press, Public Media Funding and Independence Research
(freepress.net).

[534] National Science Foundation Act of 1950, 42 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 1861 et
seq. (1950); National Science Board, Governance and Policy Oversight (nsf.gov/nsb); American Association
for the Advancement of Science, Scientific Independence and Policy Research (aaas.org).

[535] Federal Advisory Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. App. 2 (1972); National Science Board, Statutory Independence
and Merit Principles (nsf.gov/nsb); Union of Concerned Scientists, Protecting Scientific Advisory Committees
(ucsusa.org).

148



[536] Reorganization Plan No. 4 of 1970, 35 Fed. Reg. 15627 (1970); National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, Scientific Integrity Policy and Framework (noaa.gov); American Meteorological Society,
Statement on Scientific Integrity and Independence (ametsoc.org).

[537] Atomic Energy Act of 1954, 42 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 2011 et seq. (1954);
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Statutory Authority and Independence (nrc.gov); National Transportation
Safety Board, Investigative Independence and Statutory Mission (ntsb.gov).

[538] Federal Advisory Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. App. 2 (1972); Government Accountability Office, Federal
Advisory Committees: Actions Needed to Enhance Independence and Transparency (gao.gov); American
Association for the Advancement of Science, Defending Science Advisory Committees and Integrity
(aaas.org).

[539] Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, Pub. L. 87-195 (1961); United States Agency for International
Development, History and Mission (usaid.gov); Lancaster, Carol, Foreign Aid: Diplomacy, Development,
Domestic Politics (University of Chicago Press, 2007).

[540] Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, Pub. L. 87-195 (1961); Congressional Research Service, USAID:
Background, Operations, and Issues (crsreports.congress.gov); Brookings Institution, Foreign Assistance
and Global Development Research (brookings.edu).

[541] American Foreign Service Association, Foreign Service Workforce and Diplomacy Research (afsa.org);
InterAction, International NGO and Humanitarian Policy Research (interaction.org); Center for Global
Development, Foreign Assistance and Development Finance Research (cgdev.org).

[542] PEPFAR Stewardship and Oversight Act of 2013, Pub. L. 113-56 (2013); U.S.
President&amp;amp;amp;#x2019;s Malaria Initiative, Global Health and Malaria Control Strategy (pmi.gov);
KFF (Kaiser Family Foundation), Global Health Policy and PEPFAR Research (kff.org).

[543] Millennium Challenge Act of 2003, Pub. L. 108-199 (2004); Millennium Challenge Corporation, Statutory
Mandate and Country Scorecards (mcc.gov); National Peace Corps Association, Peace Corps Advocacy
and Global Community Research (peacecorpsconnect.org).

[544] Pendleton Civil Service Reform Act, ch. 27, 22 Stat. 403 (1883); Civil Service Reform Act of 1978, Pub. L.
95-454 (1978); Exec. Order No. 13957, 85 Fed. Reg. 67631 (Oct. 21, 2020); Partnership for Public Service,
Federal Civil Service and Merit Systems Research (publicservice.org).

[545] Civil Service Reform Act of 1978, Pub. L. 95-454 (1978); Congressional Research Service, Schedule F
and the Civil Service (crsreports.congress.gov, 2020); Partnership for Public Service, Protecting the Merit-
Based Civil Service (publicservice.org).

[546] Merit Systems Protection Board, Appeals and Merit System Principles (mspb.gov); Office of Special
Counsel, Prohibited Personnel Practices and Whistleblower Protection (osc.gov); Government
Accountability Project, Federal Whistleblower Rights and Protections (whistleblower.org).

[547] Congressional Research Service, Federal Workforce Reductions and Reorganizations
(crsreports.congress.gov); Government Accountability Office, Federal Workforce Management and Human
Capital (gao.gov); National Treasury Employees Union, Federal Employee Rights and Workforce
Protections (nteu.org).

[548] Inspector General Act of 1978, Pub. L. 95-452 (1978); Office of Personnel Management, Federal
Employee Rights and Protections (opm.gov); American Federation of Government Employees, Federal
Workforce Advocacy and Policy Research (afge.org).

[549] Epstein, Lee, and Jack Knight, The Choices Justices Make (CQ Press, 1998); Balkin, Jack M., and
Sanford Levinson, Understanding the Constitutional Revolution, Virginia Law Review 87, no. 6 (2001):
1045&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1109; Presidential Commission on the Supreme Court of the United States,
Final Report (2021), 57&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;105.

[550] Judicial Conference of the United States, Code of Conduct for United States Judges (uscourts.gov); Fix
the Court, Supreme Court Ethics and Recusal Standards Research (fixthecourt.com); Geyh, Charles
Gardner, Judicial Conduct and Ethics, 5th ed. (LexisNexis, 2019).

[551] Congressional Research Service, Federal Judicial Vacancies (crsreports.congress.gov); Bowie, Nikolas,
Forum Shopping and the Nationwide Injunction, Yale Law Journal 130 (2021):
1756&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1813; American Bar Association, Federal Judiciary Independence Research
(americanbar.org).

[552] Congressional Budget Office, About CBO (cbo.gov); Congressional Research Service, About CRS
(loc.gov/crsinfo); Government Accountability Office, GAO Mission and Role (gao.gov); Drutman, The
Business of America Is Lobbying, 247&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;276.

[553] Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005, Pub. L. 109-8 (2005); Himmelstein,
David U., et al., Medical Bankruptcy in the United States, 2007: Results of a National Study, American
Journal of Medicine 122, no. 8 (2009): 741&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;746; National Consumer Law Center,
Medical Debt and Bankruptcy Research (nclc.org).

[554] National Consumer Law Center, Medical Debt and Bankruptcy Research (nclc.org); Commonwealth Fund,
Medical Debt and Financial Hardship (commonwealthfund.org); Consumer Bankruptcy Reform Act (various
Congresses).

149



[555] 11 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 523(a)(8); Brunner v. New York State Higher Education Services Corp.,
831 F.2d 395 (2d Cir. 1987); National Consumer Law Center, Student Loan Bankruptcy Research (nclc.org).

[556] Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 902; Congressional Research Service, Social
Security Administration: Organizational Background (crsreports.congress.gov); National Academy of Social
Insurance, SSA Independence and Governance Research (nasi.org).

[557] Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 902; Seila Law LLC v. Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau, 591 U.S. 197 (2020); Congressional Research Service, Removal of Agency Heads
(crsreports.congress.gov).

[558] Government Accountability Office, Social Security Administration: Long-Term Challenges Require Decisive
Action (gao.gov); AARP Public Policy Institute, SSA Service Delivery and Staffing Research (aarp.org);
National Organization of Social Security Claimants&amp;amp;amp;#x2019; Representatives, SSA
Processing Capacity Research (nosscr.org).

[559] Help America Vote Act of 2002, Pub. L. 107-252 (2002); U.S. Election Assistance Commission, Election
Administration Research (eac.gov); Brennan Center for Justice, Election Administration and Infrastructure
Security Research (brennancenter.org).

[560] Help America Vote Act of 2002, Pub. L. 107-252 (2002); Verified Voting, Paper Ballot and Audit Standards
Research (verifiedvoting.org); MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Election Administration Research
(electionlab.mit.edu).

[561] Voting Rights Act of 1965, 52 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 20511; Brennan Center for Justice, Election
Worker Harassment and Protection Research (brennancenter.org); U.S. Election Assistance Commission,
Election Worker Resources (eac.gov).

[562] U.S. Constitution, Art. I, &mp;amp;amp;#xa7; 8, cl. 7; Postal Reorganization Act, Pub. L. 91-375 (1970);
DeJoy, Louis, Deposition in State of New York v. Trump, U.S. District Court (2020); American Postal
Workers Union, USPS Infrastructure and Democracy Research (apwu.org).

[563] Postal Service Reform Act of 2022, Pub. L. 117-108 (2022); Government Accountability Office, U.S. Postal
Service: Actions Needed to Ensure Successful Operational and Financial Transformation (gao.gov);
Brennan Center for Justice, Mail-In Voting and Election Infrastructure Research (brennancenter.org).

[564] Postal Accountability and Enhancement Act of 2006, Pub. L. 109-435 (2006); Postal Service Reform Act of
2022, Pub. L. 117-108 (2022); National Association of Letter Carriers, USPS Financial Reform Research
(nalc.org).

[565] Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, Pub. L. 89-10 (1965); Department of Education
Organization Act, Pub. L. 96-88 (1979); McGuinn, Patrick J., No Child Left Behind and the Transformation of
Federal Education Policy (University Press of Kansas, 2006).

[566] Department of Education Organization Act, Pub. L. 96-88 (1979); U.S. Department of Education Office for
Civil Rights, Title IX and Title VI Enforcement (ed.gov/ocr); National School Boards Association, Federal
Education Policy and Civil Rights Enforcement (nsba.org).

[567] U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights, Annual Report (ed.gov/ocr); National
Women&amp;amp;amp;#x2019;s Law Center, Title IX Enforcement Research (nwic.org); American Civil
Liberties Union, Education Civil Rights Enforcement Research (aclu.org).

[568] Fox News Network LLC v. McDougal, No. 1:19-cv-11161 (S.D.N.Y. 2020); Dominion Voting Systems Corp.
v. Fox News Network LLC, Del. Super. Ct. No. N21C-03-257 (2021); Red Lion Broadcasting Co. v. FCC,
395 U.S. 367 (1969).

[569] Federal Trade Commission Act, 15 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 45; Zauderer v. Office of Disciplinary
Counsel, 471 U.S. 626 (1985); Ibanez v. Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation, 512
U.S. 136 (1994).

[570] Communications Act of 1934, 47 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 309; Red Lion Broadcasting Co. v. FCC,
395 U.S. 367 (1969); Federal Communications Commission, Broadcast Station License Renewal Standards
(fcc.gov).

[571] News Literacy Project, Checkology and Media Literacy Research (newslit.org); Stanford History Education
Group, Civic Online Reasoning (cor.stanford.edu); National Association for Media Literacy Education, Core
Principles of Media Literacy Education (namle.net).

[572] Stigler, George J., The Theory of Economic Regulation, Bell Journal of Economics and Management
Science 2, no. 1 (1971): 3&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;21; Carpenter, Daniel, and David A. Moss, eds.,
Preventing Regulatory Capture: Special Interest Influence and How to Limit It (Cambridge University Press,
2013); Project on Government Oversight, Revolving Door and Regulatory Capture Research (pogo.org).

[573] Ethics in Government Act of 1978, Pub. L. 95-521 (1978); Congressional Research Service, Post-
Employment Restrictions for Federal Officials (crsreports.congress.gov); Project on Government Oversight,
Revolving Door Research (pogo.org).

[574] Michaels, David, The Triumph of Doubt: Dark Money and the Science of Deception (Oxford University
Press, 2020); Center for Science in the Public Interest, Industry Funding of Regulatory Science Research
(cspinet.org); Union of Concerned Scientists, Corporate Influence on Regulatory Science (ucsusa.org).

150



[575] American Foreign Service Association, The State of the Foreign Service (afsa.org); Haass, Richard N.,
The Bureaucratic Entrepreneur: How to Be Effective in Any Unruly Organization (Brookings Institution Press,
1999); Congressional Research Service, U.S. Diplomacy and the Foreign Service (crsreports.congress.gov).

[576] American Foreign Service Association, Political Appointments and the Foreign Service (afsa.org);
Congressional Research Service, Senate Confirmation of Executive Nominations (crsreports.congress.gov);
Brookings Institution, Diplomatic Appointments and Foreign Policy Effectiveness (brookings.edu).

[577] American Academy of Diplomacy, Foreign Affairs Budget and the National Interest
(academyofdiplomacy.org); RAND Corporation, Civilian Power and Diplomatic Capacity Research
(rand.org); Gates, Robert M., A Balanced Strategy, Foreign Affairs 88, no. 1 (2009):
28&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;40.

[578] Foreign Service Act of 1980, Pub. L. 96-465 (1980); American Foreign Service Association, Dissent

Channel and Foreign Service Protections (afsa.org); Pickering, Thomas R., and James L. Jones,
America&amp;amp;amp;#x2019;s Role in the World (Council on Foreign Relations, 2008).

[579] Downes v. Bidwell, 182 U.S. 244 (1901); American Samoa v. Mayorkas, U.S. District Court for the District
of Columbia (2021); Rivera Ramos, Efren, The Legal Construction of Identity: The Judicial and Social
Legacy of American Colonialism in Puerto Rico (American Psychological Association, 2001); Congressional
Research Service, U.S. Territories: Overview of Issues (crsreports.congress.gov).

[580] Puerto Rico Status Act, H.R. 8393, 117th Cong. (2022); Government Accountability Office, U.S. Insular
Areas: Multiple Factors Affect Federal Assistance (gao.gov); Center for American Progress, U.S. Territories
and Democracy Research (americanprogress.org).

[581] National Democratic Institute, Territorial Voting Rights Research (ndi.org); Puerto Rico Oversight,
Management, and Economic Stability Act (PROMESA), Pub. L. 114-187 (2016); White House Council of
Economic Advisers, The Economic Effects of the Jones Act on Puerto Rico (2019).

[582] Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act, Pub. L. 93-638 (1975); United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), A/RES/61/295 (2007); National Congress of
American Indians, Tribal Sovereignty and Federal Trust Responsibility Research (ncai.org).

[583] Shelby County v. Holder, 570 U.S. 529 (2013); Brnovich v. Democratic National Committee, 594 U.S. 647
(2021); Tokaiji, Daniel P., The New Vote Denial: Where Election Administration Meets the Voting Rights Act,
South Carolina Law Review 57 (2006): 689&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;734; Right to Vote Amendment,
H.J.Res. (various Congresses).

[584] Brennan Center for Justice, The Case for a Right to Vote Constitutional Amendment (brennancenter.org);
Demos, Voting Rights and the Constitution Research (demos.org); National Commission on Voting Rights,
Protecting Minority Voters: Our Work Is Not Done (2014).

[585] John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act, H.R. 4 (various Congresses); Voting Rights Act of 1965,
52 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 10301 et seq.; Uggen, Christopher, Ryan Larson,
and Sarah Shannon, 6 Million Lost Voters: State-Level Estimates of Felony Disenfranchisement, The
Sentencing Project (2016).

[586] Drutman, Lee, The Business of America Is Lobbying: How Corporations Became Politicized and Politics
Became More Corporate (Oxford University Press, 2015); OpenSecrets, Lobbying Data and Research
(opensecrets.org); Gilens, Martin, and Benjamin |. Page, Testing Theories of American Politics: Elites,
Interest Groups, and Average Citizens, Perspectives on Politics 12, no. 3 (2014):
564&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;581.

[587] Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995, 2 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 1601 et seq.;
Congressional Research Service, Lobbying Disclosure: Background and Issues (crsreports.congress.gov);
OpenSecrets, Lobbying Reform Research (opensecrets.org).

[588] Blasi, Joseph R., Richard B. Freeman, and Douglas L. Kruse, The Citizens Share: Putting Ownership Back
into Democracy (Yale University Press, 2013); National Center for Employee Ownership, Employee
Ownership Research (nceo.org); Democracy Collaborative, Community Wealth Building Research
(democracycollaborative.org).

[589] National Center for Employee Ownership, ESOP Research and Policy (nceo.org); United States
Federation of Worker Cooperatives, Federal Policy Research (usfwc.org); Blasi et al., The Citizens Share,
178&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;220.

[590] Community Reinvestment Act, 12 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;
2901&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;2908; Grounded Solutions Network, Community Land Trust Research
(groundedsolutions.org); Democracy Collaborative, Community Wealth and Anchor Institution Research
(democracycollaborative.org).

[591] Murthy, Vivek H., Our Epidemic of Loneliness and Isolation: The U.S. Surgeon
General&amp;amp;amp;#x2019;s Advisory on the Healing Effects of Social Connection and Community
(U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 2023); Holt-Lunstad, Julianne, et al., Loneliness and
Social Isolation as Risk Factors for Mortality, Perspectives on Psychological Science 10, no. 2 (2015):
227&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;237; Putnam, Robert D., Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American
Community (Simon &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Schuster, 2000).

151



[592] U.S. Surgeon General, Advisory on Loneliness and Isolation (hhs.gov, 2023); American Library
Association, Public Libraries as Community Anchors (ala.org); Project for Public Spaces, Placemaking and
Community Connection Research (pps.org).

[593] AmeriCorps, National Service Research (americorps.gov); Putnam, Robert D., and Shaylyn Romney
Garrett, The Upswing: How America Came Together a Century Ago and How We Can Do It Again (Simon
&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Schuster, 2020); Corporation for National and Community Service, Civic
Engagement Research (nationalservice.gov).

[594] U.S. Department of Agriculture Economic Research Service, Food Access Research Atlas (ers.usda.gov);
Bower, Kelly M., et al., The Intersection of Neighborhood Racial Segregation, Poverty, and Urbanicity and
Its Impact on Food Store Availability in the United States, Preventive Medicine 58 (2014):
33&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;39; Walker, Renee E., Christopher R. Keane, and Jessica G. Burke, Disparities
and Access to Healthy Food in the United States, Health &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Place 16, no. 5 (2010):
876&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;884.

[595] U.S. Department of Agriculture, Community Food Projects Competitive Grant Program (ams.usda.gov);
PolicyLink, Healthy Food Access Research (policylink.org); Reinvestment Fund, Healthy Food Financing
Initiative Research (reinvestmentfund.org).

[596] Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, Thrifty Food Plan Update (usda.gov, 2021); Goldrick-Rab,
Sara, et al., Hungry and Homeless in College, Wisconsin HOPE Lab (2018); National Alliance to End
Homelessness, SNAP and Food Insecurity Research (endhomelessness.org).

[597] Center on the Developing Child at Harvard University, The Science of Early Childhood Development
(developingchild.harvard.edu); Shonkoff, Jack P., and Deborah A. Phillips, eds., From Neurons to
Neighborhoods: The Science of Early Childhood Development (National Academies Press, 2000);
Heckman, James J., The Economics, Technology, and Neuroscience of Human Capability Formation,
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 104, no. 33 (2007): 13250&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;13255.

[598] Zero to Three, Paid Family Leave and Infant Brain Development Research (zerotothree.org); Ruhm,
Christopher J., Parental Leave and Child Health, Journal of Health Economics 19, no. 6 (2000):
931&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;960; Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, Parental
Leave Policy and Child Development Research (oecd.org).

[599] Dee, Thomas S., Teachers, Race, and Student Achievement in a Randomized Experiment, Review of
Economics and Statistics 86, no. 1 (2004): 195&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;210; Gershenson, Seth, et al., The
Long-Run Impacts of Same-Race Teachers, American Economic Review: Insights 4, no. 4 (2022):
493&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;510; National Education Association, Teacher Diversity Research (nea.org).

[600] National Education Association, Recruiting and Retaining Teachers of Color Research (nea.org);
Gershenson et al., American Economic Review: Insights 4, no. 4 (2022): 493&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;510;
American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education, Diversifying the Teacher Workforce Research
(aacte.org).

[601] Communications Decency Act, 47 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 230; Kosseff, Jeff, The Twenty-Six Words
That Created the Internet (Cornell University Press, 2019); Citron, Danielle Keats, and Benjamin Wittes, The
Internet Will Not Break: Denying Bad Samaritans &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 230 Immunity, Fordham Law
Review 86 (2017): 401&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;423.

[602] Kosseff, The Twenty-Six Words That Created the Internet, 245&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;270; Electronic
Frontier Foundation, Section 230 Reform Research (eff.org); Stanford Internet Observatory, Platform
Accountability and Section 230 (cyber.fsi.stanford.edu).

[603] Haugen, Frances, Testimony before the U.S. Senate Commerce Committee on Facebook and Social
Media (October 2021); Center for Humane Technology, Algorithmic Harm Research (humanetech.com);
European Union, Digital Services Act (DSA), Regulation (EU) 2022/2065.

[604] Snowden, Edward, Permanent Record (Metropolitan Books, 2019); Office of the Director of National
Intelligence, Annual Budget Request for the Intelligence Community (dni.gov); Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Court, Annual Statistics (uscourts.gov/fisa); Privacy and Civil Liberties Oversight Board, FISA
Section 702 Report (pclob.gov).

[605] USA FREEDOM Act of 2015, Pub. L. 114-23 (2015); Privacy and Civil Liberties Oversight Board,
Recommendations on Section 702 FISA (pclob.gov); Electronic Frontier Foundation, FISA Reform Research
(eff.org).

[606] National Security Act of 1947, 50 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 3001 et seq.; Senate
Select Committee on Intelligence, Oversight Authority Research (intelligence.senate.gov); Federation of
American Scientists, Government Secrecy and the Right to Know Research (fas.org).

[607] Commission on Wartime Contracting in Iraq and Afghanistan, Final Report to Congress (2011); Singer,
P.W., Corporate Warriors: The Rise of the Privatized Military Industry (Cornell University Press, 2003);
Congressional Research Service, Department of Defense Contractor and Troop Levels in Irag and
Afghanistan (crsreports.congress.gov).

[608] Military Extraterritorial Jurisdiction Act, 18 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;
3261&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;3267; Uniform Code of Military Justice, 10 U.S.C.

152



&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 801&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;946; Commission on Wartime
Contracting, Final Report (2011), 89&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;120.

[609] Internal Revenue Service, Tax Gap Estimates (irs.gov); Sarin, Natasha, and Lawrence H. Summers,
Understanding the Revenue Potential of Tax Compliance Investment, NBER Working Paper No. 28009
(2020); Congressional Budget Office, Options for Reducing the Deficit: Tax-Related Options (cbo.gov).

[610] Inflation Reduction Act of 2022, Pub. L. 117-169 (2022); Internal Revenue Service, Strategic Operating
Plan (irs.gov, 2023); Government Accountability Office, IRS Needs Better Data on How Tax Complexity and
Enforcement Gaps Affect Compliance (gao.gov).

[611] Environmental Protection Agency, PFAS National Primary Drinking Water Regulation (epa.gov, 2024);
Grandjean, Philippe, et al., Estimated Exposures to Perfluorinated Compounds in Infancy Predict Attenuated
Vaccine Antibody Concentrations at Age 5-Years, Journal of Immunotoxicology 14, no. 1 (2017):
188&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;195; Schaider, Laurel A., et al., Fluorinated Compounds in U.S. Fast Food
Packaging, Environmental Science &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Technology Letters 4, no. 3 (2017):
105&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;111.

[612] Leslie, Heather A, et al., Discovery and Quantification of Plastic Particle Pollution in Human Blood,
Environment International 163 (2022): 107199; Ragusa, Antonio, et al., Plasticenta: First Evidence of
Microplastics in Human Placenta, Environment International 146 (2021): 106274; National Institute of
Environmental Health Sciences, PFAS and Health Research (niehs.nih.gov).

[613] Safe Drinking Water Act, 42 U.S.C. &mp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 300f et seq.;
Environmental Protection Agency, PFAS Strategic Roadmap (epa.gov); Environmental Working Group,
PFAS Contamination in the United States (ewg.org).

[614] Environmental Protection Agency, PFAS Action Plan (epa.gov); Green Science Policy Institute, PFAS-Free
Products Research (greensciencepolicy.org); Interstate Technology and Regulatory Council, PFAS
Technical and Regulatory Guidance (itrcweb.org).

[615] Groh, Ksenia J., et al., Overview of Known Plastic Packaging-Associated Chemicals and Their Hazards,
Science of the Total Environment 651 (2019): 3253&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;3268; Food and Drug
Administration, Food Contact Substances and Packaging Safety Research (fda.gov); European Food Safety
Authority, Microplastics in Food and Packaging (efsa.europa.eu).

[616] Hauer, Mathew E., Migration Induced by Sea-Level Rise Could Reshape the US Population Landscape,
Nature Climate Change 7 (2017): 321&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;325; First Street Foundation, The 6th National
Risk Assessment: Hazardous Heat (2021); National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Sea Level
Rise Technical Report (oceanservice.noaa.gov, 2022).

[617] Federal Emergency Management Agency, Community Rating System and Managed Retreat Research
(fema.gov); Urban Land Institute, Climate Displacement and Managed Retreat Research (uli.org); Koslov,
Liz, The Case for Retreat, Public Culture 28, no. 2 (2016): 359&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;387.

[618] Nuclear Energy Institute, Used Nuclear Fuel Storage, Transportation, and Disposal Research (nei.org);
U.S. Department of Energy, Office of Nuclear Energy, Spent Nuclear Fuel Research (energy.gov);
Government Accountability Office, Nuclear Waste: DOE Needs to Take Actions to Improve Its Ability to
Manage the Costs of Cleaning Up the Hanford Site (gao.gov).

[619] Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982, 42 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 10101 et seq;
Blue Ribbon Commission on America&amp;amp;amp;#x2019;s Nuclear Future, Final Report (2012);
Congressional Research Service, Nuclear Waste Disposal: Background and Objections to Yucca Mountain
(crsreports.congress.gov).

[620] Davis, Angela Y., Are Prisons Obsolete? (Seven Stories Press, 2003); American Civil Liberties Union,
Solitary Confinement Research (aclu.org); United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of
Prisoners (Nelson Mandela Rules), A/RES/70/175 (2015).

[621] United Nations Nelson Mandela Rules, A/RES/70/175 (2015); American Civil Liberties Union, Stop Solitary
Campaign Research (aclu.org); Haney, Craig, Restricting the Use of Solitary Confinement, Annual Review
of Criminology 1 (2018): 285&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;310.

[622] Campaign for Youth Justice, Youth Prosecuted as Adults Research (campaignforyouthjustice.org);
Juvenile Law Center, Juvenile Justice Reform Research (jlc.org); MacArthur Foundation Research Network
on Law and Neuroscience, Youth and the Justice System (lawneuro.org).

[623] National Registry of Exonerations, Exoneration Data and Research (law.umich.edu/exoneration);
Innocence Project, Wrongful Conviction Research (innocenceproject.org); Garrett, Brandon L., Convicting
the Innocent: Where Criminal Prosecutions Go Wrong (Harvard University Press, 2011).

[624] Stop AAPI Hate, National Report (stopaapihate.org, 2021); COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act, Pub. L. 117-13
(2021); Jeung, Russell, Yellow Peril, Then and Now, Harvard Kennedy School Asian American Policy
Review (2021).

[625] COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act, Pub. L. 117-13 (2021); Department of Justice, Hate Crime Enforcement and
Data (justice.gov); Asian Americans Advancing Justice, Anti-Asian Hate Research (advancingjustice-
aajc.org).

153



[626] Government Accountability Office, Immigration Detention: Actions Needed to Better Assess Property and
Address Vulnerabilities (gao.gov); American Civil Liberties Union, Immigration Detention Conditions
Research (aclu.org); Human Rights Watch, Detained and Dismissed: Women&amp;amp;amp;#x2019;s
Struggles to Obtain Health Care in United States Immigration Detention (hrw.org).

[627] Department of Homeland Security Office of Inspector General, ICE Detention Standards (oig.dhs.gov);
Vera Institute of Justice, Alternatives to Immigration Detention Research (vera.org); Lutheran Immigration
and Refugee Service, Alternatives to Detention Programs (lirs.org).

[628] Webster, Daniel W., et al., Evidence Concerning the Regulation of Firearms Design, Sale, and Carrying on
Fatal Mass Shootings in the United States, Criminology &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Public Policy 19, no. 1
(2020): 171&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;212; Everytown for Gun Safety, Ammunition Regulation Research
(everytown.org); Teret, Stephen P., and Julie Samia Mair, Handgun Licensing and Registration, in Reducing
Gun Violence in America (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2013).

[629] Ammunition Accountability Act (various Congresses); Everytown for Gun Safety, Ammunition Background
Checks Research (everytown.org); Giffords Law Center, Ammunition Regulation Research (giffords.org).

[630] Teret, Stephen P., and Julie Samia Mair, Handgun Licensing and Registration,
167&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;174; Hamline University School of Law, Firearm Insurance and Gun Safety
Research (hamline.edu); Herz, Andrew D., Gun Crazy: Constitutional False Consciousness and Dereliction
of Dialogic Responsibility, Boston University Law Review 75 (1995): 57&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;153.

[631] Teret, Stephen P. &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Mair, Handgun Licensing and Registration, pp. 167-174;
Hamline University School of Law, Firearm Insurance and Gun Safety Research (hamline.edu); Herz,
Andrew D., Gun Crazy: Constitutional False Consciousness and Dereliction of Dialogic Responsibility,
Boston University Law Review 75 (1995): 57-153.

[632] Youngstown Sheet &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Tube Co. v. Sawyer, 343 U.S. 579 (1952); Impoundment
Control Act of 1974, 2 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 681&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;688
(1974); Trump v. United States, 603 U.S. 593 (2024); Levitsky, Steven, and Daniel Ziblatt, Tyranny of the
Minority: Why American Democracy Reached the Breaking Point (Crown, 2023).

[633] Impoundment Control Act of 1974, 2 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;
681&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;688 (1974); Congressional Research Service, Presidential Impoundment
Authority (crsreports.congress.gov); Brennan Center for Justice, Separation of Powers and Executive
Accountability Research (brennancenter.org).

[634] Trump v. United States, 603 U.S. 593 (2024); Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. 137 (1803); American Bar
Association, Presidential Accountability and Rule of Law Research (americanbar.org).

[635] Inspector General Act of 1978, Pub. L. 95-452 (1978); Inspector General Independence and
Empowerment Act, Pub. L. 117-263 (2022); Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency, I1G
Independence Research (ignet.gov).

[636] Morrison v. Olson, 487 U.S. 654 (1988); American Bar Association, Prosecutorial Independence and
Ethics Research (americanbar.org); Norris, Pippa, Electoral Integrity Project, Democratic Backsliding and
Institutional Capture Research (electoralintegrityproject.com).

[637] U.S. Department of Justice, Policies on Contact Between DOJ and White House (justice.gov);
Congressional Research Service, DOJ Independence and Presidential Oversight (crsreports.congress.gov);
Brookings Institution, Protecting DOJ Independence Research (brookings.edu).

[638] Internal Revenue Code, 26 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 7217; Treasury Inspector General for Tax
Administration, IRS Independence Research (treasury.gov/tigta); American Institute of CPAs, IRS
Independence and Taxpayer Rights Research (aicpa.org).

[639] Gondi, Suhas, and Zirui Song, Potential Implications of Private Equity Investments in Health Care Delivery,
JAMA 321, no. 11 (2019): 1047&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1048; Appelbaum, Eileen, and Rosemary Batt,
Private Equity at Work: When Wall Street Manages Main Street (Russell Sage Foundation, 2014); American
Antitrust Institute, Private Equity and Competitive Harm Research (antitrustinstitute.org).

[640] Federal Trade Commission, Private Equity in Health Care Research (ftc.gov); American Antitrust Institute,
Regulating Private Equity in Essential Services (antitrustinstitute.org); Scheffler, Richard M., et al.,
Monetizing Medicine: Private Equity and Competition in Physician Practice Markets, Health Affairs 42, no. 7
(2023): 974&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;984.

[641] Appelbaum, Eileen, and Rosemary Batt, Private Equity at Work: When Wall Street Manages Main Street
(Russell Sage Foundation, 2014), 178&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;225; Private Equity Stakeholder Project,
Private Equity and Essential Services Research (pestakeholder.org); Congressional Research Service,
Leveraged Buyouts and the Tax Code (crsreports.congress.gov).

[642] Weil, David, The Fissured Workplace: Why Work Became So Bad for So Many and What Can Be Done to
Improve It (Harvard University Press, 2014); Economic Policy Institute, Gig Economy and Worker
Misclassification Research (epi.org); National Employment Law Project, Independent Contractor
Misclassification Research (nelp.org).

[643] California Assembly Bill 5 (AB5) (2019); U.S. Department of Labor, Worker Classification Research
(dol.gov); Dynamex Operations West, Inc. v. Superior Court, 4 Cal. 5th 903 (2018).

154



[644] Hoyert, Donna L., Maternal Mortality Rates in the United States (National Center for Health Statistics,
cdc.gov/nchs); Black Mamas Matter Alliance, Black Maternal Health Research (blackmamasmatter.org);
American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, Maternal Mortality and Racial Disparities Research
(acog.org).

[645] American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, Pub. L. 117-2 (2021); Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
Maternal Mortality Review Committees Research (cdc.gov); National Partnership for Women
&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Families, Maternal Health Research (nationalpartnership.org).

[646] Black Maternal Health Momnibus Act (various Congresses); Petersen, Emily E., et al., Racial/Ethnic
Disparities in Pregnancy-Related Deaths&amp;amp;amp;#x2014;United States,
2007 &amp;amp;amp;#x2013;2016, Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 68, no. 35 (2019):
762&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;765; Association of American Medical Colleges, Implicit Bias Training in
Medical Education (aamc.org).

[647] Center for American Progress, The True Cost of High-Quality Child Care across the United States
(americanprogress.org); Chetty, Raj, et al., Where Is the Land of Opportunity? The Geography of
Intergenerational Mobility in the United States, Quarterly Journal of Economics 129, no. 4 (2014):
1553&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1623; National Women&amp;amp;amp;#x2019;s Law Center, Childcare and
Women&amp;amp;amp;#x2019;s Economic Security Research (nwlc.org).

[648] Economic Policy Institute, Universal Child Care Research (epi.org); Gould, Elise, and Tanyell Cooke, High
Quality Child Care Is Out of Reach for Working Families (Economic Policy Institute, 2015); Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development, Family Database: Public Spending on Childcare and Early
Education (oecd.org).

[649] Refugee Act of 1980, Pub. L. 96-212 (1980); United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Global
Trends: Forced Displacement (unhcr.org); International Rescue Committee, Refugee Resettlement
Research (rescue.org).

[650] Refugee Act of 1980, Pub. L. 96-212 (1980); U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Population, Refugees,
and Migration (state.gov/j/prm); Refugees International, U.S. Refugee Admissions and Policy Research
(refugeesinternational.org).

[651] PEN America, Banned in the USA: The Growing Movement to Censor Books in Schools (pen.org, 2022);
American Library Association, Banned Books and Challenges Data (ala.org); American Civil Liberties Union,
Censorship in Schools Research (aclu.org).

[652] Board of Education v. Pico, 457 U.S. 853 (1982); PEN America, Educational Gag Orders Research
(pen.org); National Council of Teachers of English, Intellectual Freedom and Censorship Research
(ncte.org).

[653] Hannah-Jones, Nikole, et al., The 1619 Project (New York Times Magazine, 2019); Southern Poverty Law
Center, Teaching Hard History: American Slavery (splcenter.org); American Historical Association,
Statement on the Teaching of History in K-12 Schools (historians.org).

[654] Federal Reserve Bank of New York, Student Loan Debt by Age Group Research (newyorkfed.org);
Deming, David J., Claudia Goldin, and Lawrence F. Katz, The For-Profit Postsecondary School Sector:
Nimble Critters or Agile Predators?, Journal of Economic Perspectives 26, no. 1 (2012):
139&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;164; National Student Legal Defense Network, Student Debt and Predatory
Colleges Research (nsldn.org).

[655] Higher Education Act, 20 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 1087e; U.S. Department of
Education, Borrower Defense to Repayment Rule (ed.gov); The Institute for College Access and Success,
Student Debt and Financial Aid Research (ticas.org).

[656] Gainful Employment Rule, 34 C.F.R. Part 668; Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, Student Lending
and For-Profit Colleges Research (consumerfinance.gov); Veterans Education Success, For-Profit College
and Gl Bill Research (veteranseducationsuccess.org).

[657] Chesney, Robert, and Danielle Keats Citron, Deep Fakes: A Looming Challenge for Privacy, Democracy,
and National Security, California Law Review 107, no. 6 (2019): 1753&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1820;
Government Accountability Office, Science &amp;amp;amp;amp;amp; Tech Spotlight: Deepfakes (gao.gov);
National Security Commission on Artificial Intelligence, Final Report (2021),
225&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;241.

[658] Deepfakes Accountability Act, H.R. 4355 (various Congresses); Partnership on Al, Synthetic Media and
Deepfake Policy Research (partnershiponai.org); Sensity Al, Deepfake Detection Research (sensity.ai).

[659] Exec. Order No. 14110, Safe, Secure, and Trustworthy Development and Use of Artificial Intelligence (Oct.
30, 2023); National Institute of Standards and Technology, Al Risk Management Framework (nist.gov);
Algorithmic Justice League, Al Bias and Accountability Research (ajl.org).

[660] Abernathy, Penelope Muse, News Deserts and Ghost Newspapers: Will Local News Survive? (University
of North Carolina, 2020); Darr, Joshua P., Matthew P. Hitt, and Johanna L. Dunaway, Newspaper Decline
Increases Polarization, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 115, no. 40 (2018):

9944 &amp;amp;amp;#x2013;9948; Northwestern University Local News Initiative, State of Local News
Report (localnewsinitiative.northwestern.edu).

155



[661] Local Journalism Sustainability Act, H.R. 7640 (various Congresses); Knight Foundation, Restoring Local
News Research (knightfoundation.org); Report of the Special Senate Committee on the Media, Canada,
Charting a Path Forward for Local and Independent News (2023).

[662] Pickard, Victor, Democracy Without Journalism? Confronting the Misinformation Society (Oxford University
Press, 2020); Free Press, Saving the News: Toward a National Journalism Strategy (freepress.net);
Leonard, Andrew, The Journalism Apocalypse and Why It Matters, Columbia Journalism Review (2023).

[663] Office of the Director of National Intelligence, Assessing Russian Activities and Intentions in Recent U.S.
Elections (dni.gov, 2017); Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, Report on Russian Active Measures
Campaigns and Interference in the 2016 U.S. Election, 5 vols. (2020); Rid, Thomas, Active Measures: The
Secret History of Disinformation and Political Warfare (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2020).

[664] Foreign Agents Registration Act, 22 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;
611&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;621; SHIELD Act (Stopping Harmful Interference in Elections for a Lasting
Democracy Act, various Congresses); Brennan Center for Justice, Foreign Interference in U.S. Elections
Research (brennancenter.org).

[665] Honest Ads Act, S. 1989 (various Congresses); Donilon, Thomas, Report of the Commission on the Theft
of American Intellectual Property (2013); Stanford Internet Observatory, Foreign Interference Research
(cyber fsi.stanford.edu).

[666] North Atlantic Treaty, 63 Stat. 2241 (1949); Ikenberry, G. John, A World Safe for Democracy: Liberal
Internationalism and the Crises of Global Order (Yale University Press, 2020); McCrisken, Trevor, American
Exceptionalism and the Legacy of Vietnam (Palgrave Macmillan, 2003).

[667] NATO Support Act (various Congresses); North Atlantic Treaty, Art. 5; Chollet, Derek, The Long Game:
How Obama Defied Washington and Redefined America&amp;amp;amp;#x2019;s Role in the World
(PublicAffairs, 2016).

[668] Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, Pub. L. 87-195 (1961); U.S. Department of Defense, Ukraine Security
Assistance Initiative (defense.gov); Council on Foreign Relations, American Alliances and Global Security
Research (cfr.org).

[669] Federal Bureau of Investigation, Domestic Violent Extremism Research (fbi.gov); Department of Homeland
Security, Strategic Framework for Countering Terrorism and Targeted Violence (dhs.gov, 2019); Center for
Strategic and International Studies, The Escalating Terrorism Problem in the United States (csis.org, 2020).

[670] Domestic Terrorism Prevention Act, H.R. 350 (various Congresses); 18 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;
2331; Southern Poverty Law Center, Hate Groups and Domestic Terrorism Research (splcenter.org).

[671] Life After Hate, Counter-Extremism Research (lifeafterhate.org); Moonshot CVE, Countering Violent
Extremism Research (moonshotcve.com); Global Network on Extremism and Technology, Deradicalization
Research (gnet-research.org).

[672] Exec. Order No. 12898, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and
Low-Income Populations (1994); Bullard, Robert D., Dumping in Dixie: Race, Class, and Environmental
Quality, 3rd ed. (Westview Press, 2000); Landrigan, Philip J., et al., Children&amp;amp;amp;#x2019;s
Health and the Environment: Public Health Issues and Challenges for Risk Assessment, Environmental
Health Perspectives 112, no. 2 (2004): 257 &amp;amp;amp;#x2013;265.

[673] National Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;
4321&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;4347; Environmental Protection Agency, Environmental Justice Research and
Programs (epa.gov/environmentaljustice); WE ACT for Environmental Justice, Environmental Justice Policy
Research (weact.org).

[674] Safe Drinking Water Act, 42 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 300f et seq;
Environmental Protection Agency, Lead and Copper Rule Revisions (2021); Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act, 42 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;
9601&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;9675; Earthjustice, Environmental Justice Research (earthjustice.org).

[675] Paris Agreement, United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, Dec. 12, 2015, T.I.A.S. No.
16-1104; Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, Sixth Assessment Report (ipcc.ch, 2021); Bodansky,
Daniel, The Paris Climate Change Agreement: A New Hope?, American Journal of International Law 110,
no. 2 (2016): 288&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;319.

[676] Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, Art. 14 (1969); Inflation Reduction Act of 2022, Pub. L. 117-169
(2022); Center for Climate and Energy Solutions, Paris Agreement and U.S. Commitments Research
(c2es.org).

[677] Bureau of Reclamation, Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study (usbr.gov); Gleick, Peter
H., The World&amp;amp;amp;#x2019;s Water: The Biennial Report on Freshwater Resources (Island
Press); Famiglietti, Jay S., The Global Groundwater Crisis, Nature Climate Change 4 (2014):
945&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;948.

[678] Colorado River Compact of 1922; Bureau of Reclamation, Water Conservation Research (usbr.gov);
Western States Water Council, Interstate Water Management Research (westernstateswater.org).

156



[679] Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, Final Rule on Ghost Guns (2022); Everytown for
Gun Safety, Ghost Guns Research (everytown.org); Giffords Law Center, Ghost Guns and 3D-Printed
Firearms Research (giffords.org).

[680] American Medical Association, LGBTQ+ Health Research and Gender-Affirming Care (ama-assn.org);
American Academy of Pediatrics, Ensuring Comprehensive Care and Support for Transgender and Gender-
Diverse Children and Adolescents (aap.org); Williams Institute, UCLA School of Law, Trans Population
Research (williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu).

[681] Affordable Care Act, 42 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 18116; Equality Act, H.R. 5 (various Congresses);
Human Rights Campaign, Transgender Rights and Health Research (hrc.org).

[682] Bostock v. Clayton County, 590 U.S. 644 (2020); Title IX, 20 U.S.C.
&amp;amp;amp;#xa7;&amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 1681&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;1688; National Center for
Transgender Equality, Discrimination Against Transgender People Research (transequality.org).

[683] The Sentencing Project, Americans with Criminal Records Research (sentencingproject.org); Pinard,
Michael, Collateral Consequences of Criminal Convictions: Confronting Issues of Race and Dignity, New
York University Law Review 85, no. 2 (2010): 457&amp;amp;amp;#x2013;534; National Inventory of
Collateral Consequences of Conviction (niccc.nationalreentryresourcecenter.org).

[684] Clean Slate Act, H.R. 2864 (various Congresses); Higher Education Act, 20 U.S.C. &amp;amp;amp;#xa7;
1091(r); Second Chance Act, Pub. L. 110-199 (2008).

[685] U.S. Constitution, Amend. X1V, &amp;amp;amp;#xa7; 1; United States v. Wong Kim Ark, 169 U.S. 649
(1898); Elk v. Wilkins, 112 U.S. 94 (1884); Congressional Research Service, Birthright Citizenship Under the
14th Amendment (crsreports.congress.gov).

[686] Birthright Citizenship Act (various Congresses); Plyler v. Doe, 457 U.S. 202 (1982); American Immigration
Council, Birthright Citizenship Research (americanimmigrationcouncil.org).

157



	Table of Contents
	Foreword: A Word to the Skeptic
	Introduction: A Nation Worth Fighting For
	Where We Are
	What This Document Is
	What This Document Is Not
	The Values That Animate This Vision
	A Word About Courage
	An Invitation

	PILLAR 1: DEMOCRATIC INTEGRITY
	Separation of Church and State
	Taxing Politically Active Religious Organizations
	Gerrymandering & Electoral Maps
	Campaign Finance Reform
	Voting Rights & Access
	An Affirmative Constitutional Right to Vote
	Election Infrastructure & Administration
	Ranked Choice Voting
	Lobbying Reform & Special Interest Accountability
	Congressional Reform
	House of Representatives Reform
	Senate Representation
	Supreme Court & Federal Judiciary Reform
	Social Security Administration Independence
	The Electoral College
	United States Postal Service as Democratic Infrastructure
	Anti-Authoritarianism Protections
	Presidential Accountability & Term Limits
	Protecting Federal Law Enforcement from Political Weaponization
	Federal Civil Service & Merit System Protections
	Checking the Concentration of Executive Power
	Emergency Powers Reform
	Office of Public Integrity: Draining the Swamp for Real
	Foreign Interference & Dark Money

	PILLAR 2: ECONOMIC JUSTICE
	Tax Reform & Closing Loopholes
	Retirement Income Security & Tax Relief
	Labor Rights & Worker Protections
	Corporate Accountability
	Bankruptcy Reform & Financial Fresh Start
	Private Equity, Asset Stripping & Essential Services
	Gig Economy Reform & Worker Classification
	Consumer Financial Protections
	Cryptocurrency & Digital Asset Regulation
	Universal Basic Income
	Equal Pay & Compensation Equity
	Immigration & Labor Market Integrity
	Worker Ownership, Cooperatives & Community Wealth Building
	Buy American & Domestic Manufacturing

	PILLAR 3: SOCIAL INVESTMENT & OPPORTUNITY
	Universal Healthcare
	Mental Health
	Making America Truly Healthy
	Affordable Housing & Community Investment
	SNAP, WIC & Social Safety Net
	Food Access, Food Deserts & Nutrition Equity
	Welfare-to-Work & Trade Training Pipeline
	Loneliness, Social Isolation & Community Connection
	Childcare as Economic Infrastructure
	Child Welfare & Family Support
	Addiction Treatment & Recovery
	Elder Care & Aging with Dignity
	Maternal Health & Reproductive Rights
	Maternal & Infant Mortality: A National Crisis
	Arts, Culture & the Humanities
	Rural America

	PILLAR 4: EDUCATION
	Early Childhood Brain Development: The First Three Years
	Teacher Compensation & Support
	Teacher Diversity & Cultural Responsiveness
	School Funding Reform
	Free Public College & Student Loan Relief
	Student Debt, Predatory Colleges & Higher Education Access
	Critical Human Rights Theory
	Civics & Critical Thinking
	Vocational Life Skills Education
	Nutrition & Physical Fitness Education
	Special Education & Inclusive Learning
	Adult Literacy & Continuing Education
	School Safety
	Transgender Rights & the Assault on Gender Identity
	Book Bans, Curriculum Censorship & Academic Freedom
	Department of Education Independence & Civil Rights Enforcement
	STEM & Innovation Education

	PILLAR 5: TRUTH & TRANSPARENCY
	Truth in Media & Advertising
	Truth in Media Labeling & Broadcast Accountability
	Net Neutrality
	Section 230 Reform & Platform Accountability
	Cybersecurity & Digital Infrastructure
	Data Privacy & Big Tech Accountability
	Artificial Intelligence, Deepfakes & Synthetic Disinformation
	Artificial Intelligence Oversight
	Intelligence Community Accountability & Oversight
	Government Transparency & Accountability
	Independence of Federal Scientific & Regulatory Agencies
	National Science Board & Scientific Advisory Body Independence
	Independence of Cultural, Humanities & Arts Institutions
	Foreign Interference in American Elections & Democratic Processes
	Dark Money & Political Finance Transparency
	Ending Regulatory Capture
	Corporate Whistleblower Protections
	The Local News Crisis & Public Interest Journalism
	Press Freedom & Journalist Protections

	PILLAR 6: NATIONAL SECURITY & PEACE
	Department of Defense Reform
	Service Member Wellbeing
	Veterans Affairs Reform
	Defense Through Deterrence
	Nuclear Arsenal & Nonproliferation
	Pandemic Preparedness & Bioterrorism Defense
	Foreign Policy & Global Diplomacy
	State Department Independence & Diplomatic Merit
	USAID, International Development & American Soft Power
	Private Military Contractors & Accountability
	International Alliances & the Postwar Order
	Domestic Terrorism & Extremism
	White Nationalist Extremism & Domestic Terrorism
	Department of Homeland Security Reform

	PILLAR 7: FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY & ECONOMIC STRENGTH
	Deficit Reduction
	The Tax Gap: Collecting What Is Owed
	National Debt Management
	GDP Growth & Economic Expansion
	Eliminating Waste, Fraud & Abuse
	Federal Reserve Independence & Monetary Policy
	Social Security & Medicare Long-Term Solvency
	Trade Policy & International Economic Relations
	Free Trade Agreements with Allies: A Middle Class Standard
	Infrastructure Investment as Economic Strategy
	The Economic Case for Social Investment
	A Fiscal Framework for Reform: What It Costs, How We Pay for It
	Space Exploration & Scientific Research

	PILLAR 8: ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT
	Climate Change & Environmental Policy
	Clean Energy Transition
	Coal Community Investment & Just Transition
	Emissions & Environmental Standards
	Public Lands & Natural Resources
	PFAS, Microplastics & Toxic Chemical Regulation
	Environmental Justice & Frontline Communities
	Sustainable Agriculture & Food Systems
	Animal Welfare & Factory Farming Reform
	Domestic Climate Migration & Community Resilience
	International Climate Commitments & the Paris Agreement
	Western Water Rights & the Coming Scarcity Crisis
	Water Security
	Nuclear Waste: America's Unresolved Crisis
	Environmental Cleanup & Superfund Reform
	Plastic Pollution & Waste Management
	Ocean Health & Marine Protection
	Innovative Waste-to-Resource Technologies

	PILLAR 9: JUSTICE & RECONCILIATION
	Diversity, Equity & Inclusion
	Criminal Justice Reform
	Police Reform & Accountability
	Native American Justice & Reconciliation
	Black American Reparations
	LGBTQ+ Rights & Protections
	Women's Rights & Reproductive Justice
	Sexual Assault Laws & Enforcement Reform
	Disability Rights
	Prison Conditions, Solitary Confinement & Juvenile Justice
	Reentry, Civil Rights Restoration & the Second Chance
	Department of Justice Reform
	Anti-Asian Discrimination & Hate Crime Protections
	Anti-Semitism, Islamophobia & Religious Discrimination
	Puerto Rico Statehood & The Forgotten Americans of U.S. Territories
	Gun Violence as a Public Health Issue

	PILLAR 10: IMMIGRATION
	A Humane & Just Immigration Framework
	Border Security
	Asylum & Refugee Protection
	Pathways to Legal Status
	Birthright Citizenship & the Fourteenth Amendment
	Due Process in Immigration Enforcement & Limits on Military Deployment
	Integration & Citizenship
	H-1B Visa Reform & Skilled Worker Immigration
	International Students
	Stateless Persons & Special Immigration Circumstances
	Immigration Court Reform
	Refugee Admissions & America's Humanitarian Tradition

	PILLAR 11: GUN REFORM
	Universal Background Checks
	Red Flag Laws & Crisis Intervention
	Assault Weapons & High-Capacity Magazines
	Safe Storage & Responsible Ownership
	Licensing, Training & Registration
	Ammunition Regulation & Firearm Liability Insurance
	Addressing the Gun Trafficking Pipeline
	Domestic Violence & Firearms
	Mental Health & Gun Violence

	CONCLUSION: THE WORK AHEAD
	What We Have Proposed
	The Resistance We Will Face
	A Call to Every American
	The Stakes
	The Promise

	APPENDIX A: REFERENCES BY PILLAR
	Pillar 1: Democratic Integrity
	Pillar 2: Economic Justice
	Pillar 3: Social Investment & Opportunity
	Pillar 4: Education
	Pillar 5: Truth & Transparency
	Pillar 6: National Security & Peace
	Pillar 7: Fiscal Responsibility & Economic Strength
	Pillar 8: Energy & Environment
	Pillar 9: Justice & Reconciliation
	Pillar 10: Immigration
	Pillar 11: Gun Reform

	APPENDIX B: GLOSSARY OF KEY TERMS
	APPENDIX C: ABOUT THIS DOCUMENT
	Authorship & Purpose
	Copyright & License

	APPENDIX D: HOW TO GET INVOLVED
	Vote
	Engage
	Organize
	Share
	Run

	ENDNOTES

